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Classroom learning

All students in year 7 will study 15 subjects, which is
considerably more than at most primary schools

English Design and Technology (Textiles, Food and Product Design)

Maths * PE

Science e Drama

History * Music

Geography e IT

RE * Accelerated reader

French e PSHE
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Attend to Achieve

* You have to be here to achieve great things

190
SCHOOL
DAYS IN
EACH YEAR
184 DAYS

2 90% 19 days absence = 95 lessons lost

EDUCATION

29 days absence = 145 lessons lost
19 DAYS
ElE

High attendance leads to OF
improved high achievement GUES o CATION

which means a greater
chance of success. 143 DAYS

(_5’ WORRYING! OF

- 3
0 ol

\gﬁ" Too many missed EDUCATION
- school days. Less
chance of success.

175 NON SCHOOL DAYS A YEAR
That’s plenty of time to go on visits, holidays, shopping, household jobs and other
appointments.




GCSE Results

Attainment
2025 Attendance (Average Grade
Achieved)
Attendance Less than 90% 2.97
\VAS Better than 90% 5.05
Academic Better than 95 % 5.43

achievement

This is the best set of GCSE results the school has achieved.
Off all the measures that schools will share with you progress 8 is the

one that is the most important as it shows the progress that students
have made across 8 qualifications.

49.33 average of a B grade across all pupils across all qualifications




Homework

Students in year 7 are expected to have around 30 minutes of homework per week for English,
Maths and Science

Forall other subjects it is around 30 minutes per fortnight

All homework will be shared with students and parents/carers on ClassCharts so please monitor
this

If your child is struggling with homework, we have a homework club that runs Monday-Thursday in
IT4 after school. Students can stay for as long or as little as they’d like and there are teachers
around to help them.

If homework is not completed, a 30-minute homework detention is set within the faculty so that
your child can get support in completing the homework, ready for next time

Advice:

Set up a space at home where your child can work
Set up a schedule of when your child is going to complete their homework, giving them enough
time to speak to teachers before the deadline if they need any support
Use positive language when they are doing their homework




Reading

All students are expected to read at TCA and staff promote a love of reading

Research indicates that children with a higher reading age tend to achieve better results in their
GCSEs and subsequent academic qualifications

All children in year 7 and 8 have 15 minutes of reading per day (DEAR time) as research has
shown a significant improvement in reading ability with 15 minutes per day

All children complete DEAR time and oracy activities during tutor time to ensure they are able to
comprehend texts and speak clearly about them

All students in year 7 and 8 have 1 accelerated reader lesson perweek in the library to promote
a love of reading and to assess their knowledge of the book they’re reading

Students are expected to bring their DEAR time book to school each day and it forms part of
their basic equipment needed (pen, pencil, ruler, red pen and DEAR book)

Students in years 7-9 have regular reading tests to monitor their progress and begin intervention

if needed

Students engage in intervention where progress is monitored regula




Statistics

The longer children keep an enjoyment of reading going, the greater the
benefits are in the classroom

10-year-olds who enjoy reading have a reading age 1.3 years higher than their
peers who do not enjoy reading, rising to 2.1 years for 12-year-olds and 3.3 years
for 14-year-olds.



Statistics

Children who enjoy reading and writing are happier with their lives

Children who enjoy reading are three times more likely to have good mental
wellbeing than children who don’t enjoy it.
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TipS £Or improving reading
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. Read Regularly = Aim for at least 15 minutes a day. The more you read, the better you get

. Choose Books You Enjoy > Fiction or non-fiction

. Challenge Yourself = Gradually try books with more complex vocabulary or longer chapters.

. Use a Dictionary or App > Look up words you don't know and try to use them in your own sentences.

. Summarise What You Read > After each chapter, write or say a quick summary. It helps with

understanding and memory.

. Ask Questions While You Read 2> Think: "Why did that happen?” or "What might happen next?”

7. Read Aloud Sometimes = This improves fluency and helps you hear how sentences are structured.

9.

. Join a Reading Group or Book Club or talk to your friends about what you're reading - Talking about

books with others can make reading more social and fun.

Use Audiobooks Alongside Text = Listening while reading can help with pronunciation and comprehension.

10.Set Reading Goals > For example: "T'll finish this book by the end of the month" or "I'll learn 5 new words

this week."



Support at TCA fOr readinhg

« A commitment from all staff to ensure that reading plays a fundamental part of day-to-day life and that
students in the classroom are supported well

* Reciprocal reader lessons in English for year 9
« Disciplinary reading for all students in year 9 lessons outside of English
 Reading support:

Lexia - supporting with word study, grammar and comprehension
 Phonics intervention - This intervention aids students who struggle to decode tricky words and sounds
 Literacy intervention with Mrs Langham
« GCSE booster sessions with Mrs Langham
« English intervention for GCSE students
« Sixth formers reading with year 7 and 8 students
 Library leaders
« C+ opportunities within the library:

- Monday lunch = Redhill Trust Book Awards
- Thursday lunch = Year 7 & 8 Book Club
- Friday lunch = Wellbeing and Mindfulness
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