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Using both 5|des of the brain...
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So, when making flashcards...

The Carlton

Some key criteria for creating effective flashcards: Academy

v’ Use colours to represent different things (e.g. red is for ideas you might
forget, green for explanation, blue for statistics);

v" Don’t use full sentences;

v' Underline keywords and spellings:

v’ Use images if they help you to remember;

v You might use different coloured cards — but have a reason for using different
coloured cards.
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Below are 2 examples of targeted flashcards. They were designed to answer the question : JJ'MM
"Why did the Nazls persecute the Jews and ather minoritles ?"
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Your role in this...

v Check they have all the revision materials
they need.

v' Make sure that they are not simply making
lots of materials but doing nothing with them.
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Red/BIue Pen Approach

Look at the information you need to remember — this The Carton
could be a piece of text or a revision resource the
students have made such as mind maps or flash
cards. They have a set amount of time to try and
remember this.

* When the time period is up they try to write down
what they can remember using one colour.

* They then look back at the original and underneath
(or on a separate piece of paper) they write anything
they have missed in a different colour.

* Allow time to memorise the areas they forgot first
time and then put this to the test to see how much
they have remembered.

* Repeat until the information is mastered.
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Rewrite and reduce

The Carlton
Academy

e Can they reduce a whole topic...
...to one side of A4?
...into the five most important points?

...into 5 keywords?

e (Can they then re-write the information
using just your reduced notes?

* You could then check how close they
were to the original.
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Your role in this...

v Encourage your son/daughter to do more
than just read their notes.

v' Make the time to quiz them.

v Reward their success in remembering key
information.
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Brain Dump

The Carlton
Academy

* Take a blank piece of paper.

* Put the topic you have been
revising in the centre of the page.

* Around the outside, write
everything you can remember
about the topic.




Structured Brain Dump

* As previous.

* This time, though, create a
structure.

* This could be
similarity/difference or positives
and negatives.




Your role in this...

v' Make sure that your child is carrying out
these activities.

v’ Check their brain dumps — have they missed
anything from their notes?

v’ Create a space for them, away from
distractions, to complete these activities.
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Your role in this...

v" Discuss how assessments have gone.

v" Discuss which revision techniques helped and
which didn’t and set targets for what could be
different next time.
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Using your flashcards

Let’s have a go...
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Pages 10-11 of your

Guide to Revising

Effectively
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