
A Level English Language 

Preparation for Year 12 

ESSENTIAL TASKS  

The following tasks are modelled on the programme of study that you will undertake as students of A Level English Language.   

• Mini language investigation – the language of band names. For this task, you will investigate a specific aspect of language usage, 
considering the influences on, usage of, and wider implications of a specific form of language use. This will take the form of a short 
presentation to be delivered in the first week back.  

• How does text A present views about women’s use of language, and ‘vocal fry’? For this task, you will consider the wider practical and 
social issues and discourses surrounding language use, and how the language that we use creates meanings and representations with 
wider social and political implications. You will analyse the text, before producing your own language discourse in the form of a feature 
article, responding to the issues raised.  

OPTIONAL TASKS  

• Join the public library and research the language section. 

• Use BBC iPlayer or Spotify to listen to Michael Rosen’s programme Word of Mouth (the episode on pet names is particularly 
interesting). 

• Read a selection of articles, journals, speeches or short stories from ‘Year 12 Recommended Reading List’. Many of these are available 
as free downloads.  

• Read the review and comment section of a broadsheet newspaper; e.g. The Guardian or the Times.  

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

For more local book launches, talks, courses and workshops, visit www.nottinghamcityofliterature.com 

 

http://www.nottinghamcityofliterature.com/


 

MINI LANGUAGE INVESTIGATION 

The names that bands and artists use is often directly related to the message they wish to convey, the interests of their target audiences, and 
the meanings and representations associated with their genre of music.  

Apply this to a specific genre: what does the word ‘punk’ mean to you? What do you associate with this style of music, its fans, fashions and 
message:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvG3is7Bm1w 

What do the names of the following punk rock bands have in common? How has language been used to create the meanings and 
representations from the previous task? 

• The Clash 
• The Damned 
• The Jam 

If we were to analyse how rock bands use language to create their names, what would you expect to find?  

Use the worksheet to create your own mini-investigation.  

This will help you to understand how to analyse and interpret data to support a hypothesis. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvG3is7Bm1w


 



 



LANGUAGE DISCOURSES 

The following source is an example of a language discourse – a story about the use of language and how it affects how users of language are 
perceived by others. Whether we realise it or not, the language that we use tells a story about us, our place in the world, our preferences, 
beliefs and the way that we view others and the world, as well as the ways that we want to be viewed. Our language is much like our clothing; 
it creates the impression of the self that we want to communicate to the outside world.  

A familiar example of a language discourse is the view that young people’s use of language, especially slang and sociolect, is causing language 
to decay. Whilst this depends on who you ask, the discourse itself is rooted in the belief that there is a ‘correct’ and ‘incorrect’ way to use 
language, and that any attempts to stray from the ‘correct’ usage of language must therefore be ‘incorrect’. If young people refuse to speak 
‘correctly’, then their language will only get worse. Many would take the complete opposite perspective, which is what makes this view a 
language discourse (story), as the discourse changes depending on who you ask.  

Read the source, identifying how it does each of the following: 

• Raise issues surrounding language 

• represent language 

• construct an identity for the producer 

• position the reader and seek to influence them 

• are connected to discourses (stories) about language. 

Once complete, produce your own short feature article responding to this discourse: do you agree or disagree with it? What points will you 
make to support your perspective? Are there any wider social issues at play that affect these discourses? How might you use the persuasive 
techniques that you used at GCSE to convince your readers to agree with you? 

 

 

 



 

 


