
Y11 into 12 Summer History work 
 

In A Level History you will study three different time periods listed below. We want to prepare you for your 3 new 
topics by giving you a flavour of the periods and countries. It is essential at A Level that you read around the subject- 
all the most successful students of history do this. We are providing you with a summer reading and viewing list. We 
don’t need you to do everything on this list, although the more you do the better your understanding will be. The 
minimum requirement is to read one of the books OR watch one series/film for EACH topic (Germany, Russia and 
Tudor England). These can be from the choices below or you could find your own if you prefer. You need to fill in the 
summary sheet for these (these are at the end of the document). We love many of these books and series and some 
have had a great impact on us as teachers and people.  
You have reached the end of your schooling where we will tell you everything. Now is the time for you to explore 
areas that you find interesting. If there is a book or series that sparks your interest feel free to find more books by 
that author or films on the same lines. We will be thrilled to discuss any new material you find with you. If this challenge 
does not excite you, you are probably not going to enjoy the course! 
We don’t expect you to buy these, although you can it you want! We have copies of some in the department, others 
are in the school library or you can get them from the local library. Some local libraries offer borrowing of ebooks. You 
can also buy second hand on Amazon and eBay for a really low price. 

 
Russia 
Novels: 

• Anna Karenina, Leo Tolstoy- a married woman begins a doomed affair with the dashing Count Vronsky. You 
could also read War and Peace by the same author. A masterpiece but set shortly before our period. 

• Dr Zhivago,  Boris Pasternak- love story set during revolutionary Russia. I read this at 17 and longed to be like 
Lara (looking back now I don’t know why!) 

• City of Thieves, David Benioff- wonderful story of friendship set in WWII Russia (I LOVE this book) 

• Child 44, Tom Rob Smith- a brilliant novel set in Stalin’s Russia where a loyal citizen discovers that life in the 
Soviet paradise is not all it seems 

• Crime and Punishment, Fyodor Dostoyevsky – a difficult but fulfilling novel about crime and redemption. One 
of the most famous books in Russian literature. 

• Ten Days that Shook the World, John Reed - not a novel but an American journalist’s account of the Russian 
Revolution 

• What is to be Done? Nikolai Chernyshevsky – this was Lenin’s favourite book and follows the story of a woman 
trying to free herself. It was seen as a model for revolutionaries. 

• Gulag, Anne Applebaum- amazing accounts of what it was like to be in Stalin’s gulag 
 
 
Viewing: 

• Death of Stalin (2017) - hilarious film though not historically accurate  

• Anna Karenina (2012)- lovely adaptation of the classic story 

• Dr Zhivago (1965)- classic film. A bit dated now but still fantastic. I have a few copies in school. There is also 
an ITV mini-series of this starring a young Keira Knightly if you can find it on the web 

• Russia, Land of the Tsars – series. Great series that will give you sound background knowledge before we start 
the course. Available on YouTube 

• Child 44 (2015)- another great film adaptation 

• Rasputin- many versions of this classic tale of the ‘mad monk’ 

• Stalin- HBO programme starring Robert Duvall. It covers the personal life of Stalin. Might be hard to get hold 
of though! 

• Red Monarch- BBC Film version of Stalin’s rule. Again this is excellent but can be tricky to find. 
 
 
There are so many more examples of books and programmes on Russia in this period. Find more if these don’t suit 
you! 
 
 
 



 
 
Germany 
Novels: 

• Markus Zusak, The Book Thief – the story of a spirited young girl sent to live with a foster family in WW2  

• Thomas Harding, Hanns and Rudolph – incredible true story of a German Jew’s experience trying to hunt 
down the Kommandant of Auschwitz 

• Sarah Cohen-Scali, Max – very interesting book written about a child’s experience in Nazi Germany 

• Christopher Isherwood, Goodbye to Berlin- Christopher Isherwood's compelling fictionalised autobiography 
defines the wild and wicked Berlin between the wars – and Hitler's rise to power. A classic. 

• Alfred Döblin, Berlin Alexanderplatz- As Franz Biberkopf leaves prison, he vows to lead a decent life on the 
grimy streets of Weimar Berlin –one of the greatest German novels of the 20th century. 

• Philip Kerr, March Violets- Freelance detective Bernie Gunther works on the mean streets of 1930s Berlin, 
where Nazi excesses are never far from the surface. Great at showing life in Nazi Germany. 

• Hans Fallada, Alone in Berlin- In 1940, in the heart of Hitler's capital, Otto and Anna Quangel are alone in 
Berlin with a breathtaking campaign of resistance …. This is one of the most famous books set in the period. 

• Anna Funder, Stasiland- Not surprisingly the fall of the Berlin Wall caused panic at the Stasi headquarters, as 
described in Anna Funder's riveting portrait of East Germany's secret police and how it controlled a nation. 
Not set in the period but I couldn’t resist putting it in as I love it! 

• Anna Funder, All that I Am- The book concerns a group of German dissidents during the years of Hitler's rise 
to power, whose activities lead eventually to their flight from Germany and their re-establishment as 
refugees in London. 

• Two Brothers, Ben Elton- the tale of a Jewish and an Aryan bother (one is adopted) and how their lives are 
changed forever by the coming of the Nazis. Really moving. 

 
 

Viewing: 

• Cabaret, 1972-the decadence of Weimar culture. It won 8 Oscars 

• Max, (2002)- depicts a friendship between a Jewish art dealer, Max Rothman, and a young Austrian painter, 
Adolf Hitler. The film explores Hitler's views which began to take shape under Nazi ideology 

• Generation War (2013)- young Germans caught up in WWII. Available on Netflix. Nice to see life on the other 
side. 

• Swing Kids (1993)- with young Christian Bale... great film with cool music and dancing but also a lot of darkness 

• Rise of the Nazis (2019) - BBC 2019 version (iPlayer) 
 

 
Holocaust movies- this is a category of its own as there are so many great ones. These are some of the best: 
 

• Schindler's List (1993)- In German-occupied Poland during World War II, Oskar Schindler gradually becomes 
concerned for his Jewish workforce after witnessing their persecution by the Nazi Germans 

• Sophie's Choice (1982) After spending time with his new neighbours, an aspiring writer realizes they are 
harbouring deep secrets that will forever change him. 

• Life Is Beautiful (1997) When an open-minded Jewish librarian and his son become victims of the Holocaust, 
he uses a perfect mixture of will, humor and imagination to protect his son from the dangers around their 
camp.  

• Holocaust (1978 Mini-Series)-The saga of a Jewish family's struggle to survive the horror of Nazi Germany's 
systematic marginalization and extermination of their community 

• The Pianist (2002) -A Polish Jewish musician struggles to survive the destruction of the Warsaw ghetto of 
World War II. 

• Europa, Europa (1990)- A boy in Nazi Germany, trying to conceal that he is Jewish, joins the Hitler Youth. 

• Conspiracy (2001)- A dramatic recreation of the Wannsee Conference where the Nazi Final Solution phase of 
the Holocaust was devised. 

• Auschwitz, The Nazis and the Final Solution (2005 BBC series). Available on Netflix. Based on Laurence Rees’ 
book.  

 

http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9780749390549
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9783423002950
http://www.amazon.co.uk/March-Violets-Philip-Kerr/dp/0142004146
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9780141189383
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9781847083357
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0108052/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0084707/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0118799/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0077025/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0253474/


 
The Tudors 
Novels: 

• Philippa Gregory, Three Sisters, Three Queens, The King’s Curse, The Last Tudor, The Other Queen, The 
White Princess, The Other Boleyn Girl, The Taming of the Queen- Philippa Gregory writes really exciting and 
easy reads set in the period. These books give great insight into the period. Try one and you might get as 
hooked as I have! I have a number of these books in school. 

• Wolf Hall, Hilary Mantel- a weighty read about the extremely interesting Thomas Cromwell. This book has 
won many prizes. 

• Alison Weir, Innocent Traitor-the tragic story of the 9 day queen Lady Jane Grey. Alison Weir is a respected 
historian who writes both novels and serious history of this period. You could also try The Lady Elizabeth.  

• Dissolution, C.J. Sansom- the beginning of the Shardlake series. I love this series. These are set in Tudor times 
but are essentially detective stories. I read the whole series in a month last summer. 

• Karen Harper, The Poyson Garden- A fun (and surprisingly accurate, all things considered) historical 
mystery series starring none other than the future Queen Elizabeth I as sleuth! 

• Susan Kay, Legacy- A critically acclaimed novel about the life of Queen Elizabeth I. 

• Jean Plaidy, The Thistle and the Rose- Jean Plaidy is one of the Tudor era’s most popular novelists. The 
Thistle and the Rose focuses on the tumultuous life of Henry VIII’s older sister Margaret. I have many of 
her novels in school. 

• Mark Twain, The Prince and the Pauper- In this classic novel by the great American humorist Mark 
Twain, the young Tudor prince Edward VI switches places with a look-alike pauper boy to learn more 
about how the common folk of England live. I loved this when I was young. 

 
 
 
 
Viewing: 

• Elizabeth (1998)- great film starring Cate Blanchett. This was followed up in 2007 by Elizabeth, The 
Golden Age 

• Anne of a Thousand Days (1969)- film about the demise of Katherine of Aragon and the rise of Anne 
Boleyn. 

• Lady Jane (1986)- film starring Helena Bonham Carter as the young doomed Queen. This was a favourite 
of mine when I was your age. 

• A Man for All Seasons (1966)- classic film about the story of Thomas More 

• The Other Boleyn Girl (2008)- adaptation of Philippa Gregory’s best-selling novel 

• Wolf Hall (2014)- BBC adaptation of Hilary Mantel’s book.  

• Blackadder II (1986)- not very accurate but very funny 

• The Tudors (2007-) – a very ‘sexed-up’ look at the Tudors. I have lost count of how many series there 
were. 

• King Henry VIII: Winter King – documentary available on YouTube 

• Britain’s Bloody Crown – Dan Jones series which is available on YouTube  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
History Summer Project 

Book Summary 
Title: 
 
Author: 
 
Summary of what the book was about: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Favourite parts, characters or themes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What did you learn about Russia/ Germany/ the Tudors? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you recommend this book to others? Why/why not? 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

History Summer Project 
Film/series Summary 
 
Title: 
 
When was it made? 
 
Summary of what the film/series was about: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Favourite parts, characters or themes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What did you learn about Russia/ Germany/ the Tudors? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you recommend this film/series to others? Why/why not? 
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