
 

 

 

 

 

Ref: RPI/GBR 
 

18 January 2017 
 
 
Dear Parent 

 
Year 11 planning for success 

  
As you are aware, Year 11 are now in their final stages of preparation for their GCSE examinations.  I hope 
that you had a good opportunity to meet with subject teachers at the recent Parents’ Evening and I thank 
you for your attendance. 
  
Since the mock results were published, we have been working as a whole staff to ensure that we are giving 
every student in Year 11 the best possible chance of success.  These activities have included: 
  

Period 6 lessons for targeted subjects and students 

Before and after school revision sessions 

More 1:1 and intervention classes for targeted students 

Regular mentoring meetings for the vast majority of Year 11 students 

Creating a focus group of students who require ‘deeper’ monitoring and intervention 

Interviews around intended destinations next year and support in making a successful progression 
  
Over the next few weeks, we shall be doing a number of additional activities which I would like you to 
discuss with your child at home please.  These include: 
  
Focused assemblies on revision strategies each Monday for the following five weeks. 
  

Week 
commencing 

Revision focus Strategies 

23/01/17 Memory and recall  Roman rooms method 

 Greek loci method 

.030/01/17 Summarising information  Condensing notes 

 Red pen/black pen technique 

06/02/17 Memory and recall  Flashcards 

20/02/17 Organising information  Fishbone diagrams 

 A5 revision cards 

 Concept maps 

27/02/17 Memory and recall  Mnemonics 

1.    Words 

2.    Sentences 

3.    Number pairs 

  
  



Second mock exams 
These will take place for the vast majority of subjects in the week commencing  Monday 6 March 2017.  It is 
vital that your child is undertaking revision at home now each week for their examinations.  Revision 
planned well ahead helps to ease cramming and helps them to have time to ask for help on topics that they 
are finding hard.  Teachers will be focusing students on revision for exams and ensuring that they all know 
what they need to revise.  It is vital that they do the revision and your support in helping plan and monitor 
this makes a massive difference to what they achieve. 
  
In the next few weeks, you will also receive a copy of the final examination timetable for the summer.  You 
can view provisional timetables on our website http://www.theacademycarlton.org.uk/exams   Please do 
not book any holidays or time out of school between now and the end of the examination period, which we 
anticipate being around 26 June 2017, being in school every day will make a huge contribution to raising 
achievement and supporting staff. 
  
Online resources 
We will be emailing a booklet to all students and parents shortly with good guidance and links to high quality 
online resources that offer support, but not replace revision and exam techniques. This will also be 
published on our website.  This information will be sent electronically as it will contain direct links to these 
resources.  If you do not receive emails from us at present and have an email address, please send us your 
email address and details as soon as possible to:  office@theacademycarlton.org  so that we can update our 
records. Some basic links are currently available on our website and further downloadable content will be 
updated within the next week on the following page: http://www.theacademycarlton.org.uk/digital-learning   
  
 Homework 
We have received fantastic feedback from parents about the use of show My Homework.  If you do not use 
this for monitoring homework set for your child, we encourage you to do so.  Guidance and help on using 
this is available on our website at: http://www.theacademycarlton.org.uk/home-learning  If you require any 
assistance with your log in details or that of your child, which will allow you to have a personalised reminder 
and ability to link into a smart phone calendar, as well as accessing digital copies of homework resources, 
please contact our ICT support team either by phone or email at: ICTrequests@theacademycarlton.org 
  
We will be writing to you again in the near future. I hope that you find the information in this letter helpful. 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
  
 Yours sincerely  
 

 
Richard Pierpoint  
Headteacher 
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