
 
Dear Parent  
 
Year 11 Second Mock Examination Period – 2021-2022   
  
As detailed in communication with you earlier in the academic year, we thoroughly expect 
examinations and assessments to be conducted during the summer examination period. As 
such, we are continuing to plan and work in partnership with you and our students to this end. 
While you have no doubt heard some speculation in the media around variations in this 
process, it is looking increasingly likely that your child will sit a ‘usual’ examination series in 
the summer of 2022. However, we have to prepare ourselves and our students for a range of 
alternative possibilities, and that is part of the reason that I write to you now.  
  
If for any reason the examination series cannot take place in the summer, due to further Covid 
related disruption, the government has decided that examination grades will be determined by 
teachers by means of Teacher Assessed Grades. For those of you with older children or 
relatives who have gone through the CAGs (2020) and TAGs (2021) processes, the 
expectations and requirements are not dissimilar, but are by no means the same. I have taken 
the opportunity to outline the key aspects and expectations of the school and students for this 
year’s process, which can be found on the academy website 
 
With these guidelines at the forefront of our planning, we have taken the decision to assist our 
students in both their preparation for the summer series and also to build up part of their 
evidence base, should this be required, by sitting our second Mock Examination series in the 
theatre in the same conditions we expect them to undergo in the summer, and these 
examinations and results will be used as part of the evidence base for the TAGs process if 
they are required.  
 
Please note, as part of the evidence building process, there will be at least two other 
assessments per subject, before the external examination period begins in May. These will 
provide students with additional required evidence that can be utilised as part of any TAGs 
process. While these assessments are less likely to be sat in the exam venue, they are of 
equal importance, as they could be vital in providing the evidence required to award your child 
with their GCSE grades, and they should be treated with the upmost importance. 
  

This week, along with Mr Hillyard I will have the opportunity to speak to all students 
about making the most of all learning opportunities in preparation for summer exams, and in 
particular the importance of this mock exam period. Not only as a way to experience how 
examinations will operate throughout the summer, but also to thoroughly plan and execute a 
revision programme that will inform them and us of areas where they can still improve.  
  
It is vitally important that students realise that all the work they have done and are currently 
doing and the results of their mock exams, would contribute towards the evidence we hold for 
awarding them GCSE and equivalent grades if we are required to do so.  
  
I would be very grateful if you could talk to your child about the importance of this message and 
support them in ensuring that they apply themselves fully to every task they are set not only in 
the coming few weeks, of mock examinations, but also throughout the rest of the year, in order 

http://www.theacademycarlton.org.uk/uploads/images/file/TAGs%20guidance%2017th%20Nov%202021.pdf


 

to ensure that that they are as prepared as possible to sit their exams and have the strongest 
possible evidence should any change occur. 

  
The next set of mock exams begin on Monday 28 February, the timetable for which will be 
given to students as well as being published on the Academy website. 
 

 

 
Study Support 

 
To aid our students further in raising their achievement, they will be given additional support 
through Period 0 (before school sessions) and Period 6 (afterschool sessions) across a range 
of the core and options subjects. While many of these sessions are opt-in, we encourage all 
of our students to engage in these, and ask that you encourage their attendance and 
participation. Where we feel it is the very best interests of a student we will add compulsory 
sessions to their timetables to make sure that we can maximise their attainment and enhance 
their life chances into the future. Again, I thank you in advance for your support with 
this.  Heads of Department will review these sessions on a regular basis and will keep you and 
your child informed of any timetable changes that affect them. In addition, you will see from 
the TCAOpportunities programme that a Study Lounge is available for all Year 11 students to 
attend after school in order to provide a designated space for revision and private study within 
the Academy.  
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me on j.byrne@theacademycarlton.org or their form tutor at 
any point during the year, if you would like to talk about this or any part of your child’s 
achievement.   
   
Yours sincerely,  

  
J Byrne  
Assistant Headteacher – Achievement 
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