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Reading Recommendations: Summer 2020 
 

 

The Girl who Speaks 
Bear by Sophie 
Anderson 
 

 Adventure 

 Fantasy 

 Animals 
 
RA: 8-11 

Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka has always 
wondered where she is from. She tries to ignore the strange 
whispers and looks from the villagers, wishing she was as strong on 
the inside as she is on the outside. But, when she has to flee her 
house, looking for answers about who she really is, a journey far 
beyond one that she ever imagined begins: from icy rivers to 
smouldering mountains meeting an ever-growing herd of 
extraordinary friends along the way. 

 

TrooFriend by Kirsty 
Applebaum 
 

 Science Fiction 

 Adventure 

 Artificial 
Intelligence 

 Friends 
RA: 11+ 

Imagine having the perfect friend, one who never steals, lies or 
bullies. Now you can; with the TrooFriend 560, the latest in artificial 
intelligence! What can go wrong with a robot buddy? Especially one 
that's developing human characteristics and feelings, and who has 
just run away with her human? 

 

 

Boy Underwater by 
Adam Baron 
 

 Mystery 

 Family 
 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

Cymbeline Igloo (yes, really!) has NEVER been swimming. Not ever. 
Not once. But how hard can it be? He’s Googled front crawl and he’s 
found his dad’s old pair of trunks. He’s totally ready. What he’s not 
ready for is the accident at the pool – or how it leads his mum to a 
sudden breakdown. Now, with the help of friends old and new, 
Cymbeline must solve the mystery of why his mum never took him 
near water – and it will turn his whole life upside down… 

 

The Polar Bear 
Explorers’ Club by Alex 
Bell 
 

 Fantasy 

 Adventure 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

Join Stella Starflake Pearl and her three fellow explorers as they trek 
across the snowy Icelands and come face-to-face with frost fairies, 
snow queens, outlaw hideouts, unicorns, pygmy dinosaurs and 
carnivorous cabbages . . . When Stella and three other junior 
explorers get separated from their expedition can they cross the 
frozen wilderness and live to tell the tale? 

 

Cogheart by Peter 
Bunzl 
 

 Mystery 

 Adventure 

 Family 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and now silver-eyed 
men stalk her through the shadows. What could they want from 
her? 
With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, and Malkin, her 
mechanical fox - Lily is plunged into a murky and menacing world. 
Too soon Lily realizes that those she holds dear may be the very ones 
to break her heart... 
First in a series. 



@TCA_LRC 
 

 

Running on the Roof of 
the World by Jess 
Butterworth 
 

 Real Life 

 Tibet 

 Adventure 

 Animals 
RA: 8-11 

Born in a refugee camp, all Subhi knows of the world is that he's at 
least 19 fence diamonds high, the nice Jackets never stay long, and 
at night he dreams that the sea finds its way to his tent, bringing 
with it unusual treasures. And one day it brings him Jimmie. Carrying 
a notebook that she's unable to read and wearing a sparrow made 
out of bone around her neck - both talismans of her family's past 
and the mother she's lost - Jimmie strikes up an unlikely friendship 
with Subhi beyond the fence. 

 

Letters from the 
Lighthouse by Emma 
Carroll 
 

 Adventure 

 World War 2 

 Refugee 

 Mystery 
RA: 8-11 

After months of bombing raids in London, Olive Bradshaw and her 
little brother Cliff are evacuated to the Devon coast. They are placed 
with Mr Ephraim, the local lighthouse keeper who certainly doesn't 
want any evacuees. Desperate to be helpful, Olive becomes his post-
girl, carrying secret messages (as she likes to think of the letters) to 
the villagers. But Olive has a secret of her own. Her sister Sukie went 
missing in an air raid, and she's desperate to discover what 
happened to her. Then she finds a strange coded note which seems 
to link Sukie to Devon… 

 

Orion Lost by Alastair 
Chisholm 
 

 Science Fiction 

 Action  

 Adventure 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

The transport ship Orion is four months out of Earth when 
catastrophe strikes - leaving the ship and everyone on board 
stranded in deep space. Suddenly it's up to thirteen-year-old Beth 
and her friends to navigate through treacherous and uncharted 
territory to reach safety. But a heavily-damaged ship, space pirates, 
a mysterious alien species, and an artificial intelligence that Beth 
doesn't know if she can trust means that getting home has never 
been so difficult... Hugely gripping, with incredible twists and a fast-
paced, action-packed story, this is an unputdownable science fiction 
adventure - perfect for fans of Mortal Engines and Star Wars. 

 

The Wizards of Once by 
Cressida Cowell 
 

 Adventure 

 Fantasy  

 Magic 
 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

This is the story of a young boy Wizard and a young girl Warrior who 
have been taught since birth to hate each other like poison; and the 
thrilling tale of what happens when their two worlds collide.       
Once there was Magic, and the Magic lived in the dark forests. Until 
the Warriors came... Xar is a Wizard boy who has no Magic, and will 
do anything to get it. Wish is a Warrior girl, but she owns a banned 
Magical Object, and she will do anything to conceal it. In this 
whirlwind adventure, Xar and Wish must forget their differences if 
they're going to make it to the dungeons at Warrior Fort. Where 
something that has been sleeping for hundreds of years is stirring... 

 

The Storm Keeper’s 
Island by Catherine 
Doyle 
 

 Funny 

 Magic 

 Family 

 Adventure 
RA: 11+ 

When Fionn Boyle sets foot on Arranmore Island, it begins to stir 
beneath his feet ... Once in a generation, Arranmore Island chooses a 
new Storm Keeper to wield its power and keep its magic safe from 
enemies. The time has come for Fionn's grandfather, a secretive and 
eccentric old man, to step down. Soon, a new Keeper will rise. But, 
deep underground, someone has been waiting for Fionn. As the 
battle to become the island's next champion rages, a more sinister 
magic is waking up, intent on rekindling an ancient war. 
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Sea by Sarah Driver 
 

 Fantasy 

 Adventure 
 
 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

“In the sky, the fire spirits dance and ripple. Grandma says they 
showed our Tribe that I’d be a captain, before I was even born.” Ever 
since Ma died, Mouse has looked after her little brother, Sparrow, 
dreaming of her destiny as captain of the Huntress. But now Da’s 
missing, Sparrow is in danger, and a deathly cold is creeping across 
Trianukka. A sea-churning, beast-chattering, dream-dancing, whale-
riding, terrodyl-flying, world-saving adventure. 

 

A Place Called Perfect 
by Helena Duggan 
 

 Mystery  

 Fantasy 
 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

Violet hates living in Perfect. Why does everyone have to wear 
special glasses to stop them going blind? What are the strange 
noises in the night and why is Mum acting so weird? Then Dad 
disappears and Violet is determined to uncover the truth with the 
help of the mysterious Boy. But returning normality to Perfect is a 
battle they never imagined... First in a brilliant series. 

 

The Infinite Lives of 
Maisie Day by 
Christopher Edge 
 

 Sci-Fi 

 Adventure 

 Death in the family 
 
RA: 11+ 

It's Maisie's birthday and she can't wait to open her presents. She's 
hoping for the things she needs to build her own nuclear reactor. But 
she wakes to an empty house and outside the front door is nothing 
but a terrifying, all-consuming blackness. Trapped in an ever-shifting 
reality, Maisie knows that she will have to use the laws of the 
universe and the love of her family to survive. And even that might 
not be enough… 

 

The Good Hawk by 
Joseph Elliott 
 

 Fantasy 

 Myth 

 Magic 

 Adventure 
 
RA: 11+ 

If everything was taken from you, what would you do to get it back? 
Agatha patrols the sea wall with pride, despite those in her clan who 
question her right to be there, because of the condition she was 
born with. Jaime is a reluctant Angler, full of self-doubt and afraid of 
the sea. When disaster strikes, the pair must embark on a terrifying 
journey to a land where forgotten magic and dark secrets lurk in 
every shadow...Thrilling and dark, yet rich with humour and 
compassion. 

 

 

Who let the Gods Out 
by Maz Evans 
 

 Myths 

 Funny 

 Adventure 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

Elliot's mum is ill and his home is under threat, but a shooting star 

crashes to earth and changes his life forever. The star is Virgo - a 

young Zodiac goddess on a mission. But the pair accidentally release 

Thanatos, a wicked death daemon imprisoned beneath Stonehenge, 

and must then turn to the old Olympian gods for help. After 

centuries of cushy retirement on earth, are Zeus and his crew up to 

the task of saving the world - and solving Elliot's problems too? 
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The Children of Castle 
Rock by Natasha 
Farrant 
 

 School 

 Adventure 

 Mystery 

 Family 
RA: 11+ 

When Alice Mistlethwaite is shipped off to boarding school in 
Scotland it's nothing like she imagines. Run by the mysterious Major, 
there are no punishments and the students are more likely to be 
taught about body painting or extreme survival than maths or 
English! Then Alice's dad goes missing and she must run away to find 
him. Can she persuade her new friends to help? So begins an epic 
quest across wild Scottish highlands and islands, where friendships 
will be made and broken, lies will be untangled and the children will 
face danger and excitement at every turn. 

 

The Girl Who Stole an 
Elephant by Nizrana 
Farook 
 

 Adventure 

 Friendship 

 Loyalty 
 
RA: 8-11 

Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a 
gorgeous elephant on a noisy, fraught, joyous adventure through the 
jungle where revolution is stirring and leeches lurk. Will stealing the 
queen's jewels be the beginning or the end of everything for the 
intrepid gang? 
 

 

Check Mates by 
Stewart Foster 
 

 ADHD 

 Intergenerational 
relationships 

 Friendship 
 
RA: 8-11 

Felix is struggling at school. His ADHD makes it hard for him to 
concentrate and his grades are slipping. Everyone keeps telling him 
to try harder, but no one seems to understand just how hard he 
finds it. When Mum suggests Felix spends time with his grandfather, 
Felix can’t think of anything worse. Granddad hasn’t been the same 
since Grandma died. Plus, he’s always trying to teach 
Felix boring chess. But sometimes the best lessons come in the most 
unexpected of places, and Granddad soon shows Felix that there’s 
everything to play for. 

 

Not My Fault by Cath 
Howe 
 

 School 

 Sibling Rivalry 

 Family 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

Maya and Rose won't talk to each other. Even though they are 

sisters. Not since the accident. Maya is running wild, and Rose 

doesn't know what to do. Now Maya and Rose have to go away 

together on a week-long school journey. But will the trip - and a life-

threatening adventure - fix their relationship... or break it for good? 

A beautiful story of family, forgiveness, and finding out who you are. 

 

The House with One 
Hundred Clocks by AM 
Howell 
 

 Historical  

 Friendship 

 Mystery 
 
RA: 8-11 

JUNE, 1905. 

Helena and her parrot, Orbit, are swept off to Cambridge when her 

father is appointed clock-winder to one of the wealthiest men in 

England. There is only one rule: the clocks must never stop. 

But Helena discovers the house of one hundred clocks holds many 

mysteries; a ghostly figure, strange notes and disappearing winding 

keys. Can she work out its secrets before time runs out? 
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FloodWorld by Tom 
Huddlestone 
 

 Dystopia 

 Adventure 

 London 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

FloodWorld is a gripping, action-packed story. Kara and Joe spend 
their days navigating the perilous waterways of a sunken city, 
scratching out a living in the ruins. But when they come into 
possession of a mysterious map, they find themselves in a world of 
trouble. Suddenly everyone's after them; gangsters, cops and 
ruthless Mariner pirates in their hi-tech submarines. The two 
children must find a way to fight back before FloodWorld's walls 
come tumbling down... 

 

High Rise Mystery by 
Sharna Jackson 
 

 Mystery 

 London 

 Siblings 
 
 
RA: 8 and below 

The detective duo everyone is dying to meet! Summer in London is 
hot, the hottest on record, and there's been a murder in THE TRI: the 
high-rise home to resident know-it-alls, Nik and Norva. Who better to 
solve the case? Armed with curiosity, home-turf knowledge and 
unlimited time - until the end of the summer holidays anyway. The 
first whodunnit in a new mystery series by Sharna Jackson. 
 
Shortlisted for The Redhill Academy Trust Book Award 2019-2020: 
Winner of best blurb 

 

Roller Girl by Victoria 
Jamieson 
 

 Real Life 

 Sport 

 Roller Skating 

 Graphic Novel 
 
RA: 8 and below 

Astrid has always done everything with her best friend Nicole. So 
when Astrid falls in love with roller derby and signs up for a summer 
camp, she's sure Nicole will be right by her side - until Nicole signs up 
for ballet camp instead, with Astrid's biggest rival. So begins the 
hardest summer of Astrid's life, as she struggles to stay on her 
skates, to learn who she is without Nicole . . . and to find out what it 
takes to be a strong, tough, awesome roller girl. 

 I Have No Secrets by 
Penny Joelson 
 

 Real Life 

 Cerebral Palsy 

 Thriller 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

Fourteen-year-old Jemma has severe cerebral palsy. Unable to 
communicate or move, she relies on her family and carer for 
everything. She has a sharp brain and inquisitive nature, and knows 
all sorts of things about everyone. But when she is confronted with 
this terrible secret, she is utterly powerless to do anything. Though 
that might be about to change... 

 

Kick by Mick Johnson  
 

 Real Life 

 Football 
Gangs 
 
 

 
RA: 11+ 

Budi's plan is simple. He's going to be a star. Budi's going to play for 
the greatest team on earth, instead of sweating over each stitch he 
sews, each football boot he makes. But one unlucky kick brings 
Budi's world crashing down. Now he owes the Dragon, the most 
dangerous man in Jakarta. Soon it isn't only Budi's dreams at stake, 
but his life. A story about dreaming big, about hope and heroes, and 
never letting anything stand in your way. 
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Tin by Padraig Kenny 
 

 Family 

 Robots 

 Adventure 
 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

Christopher is 'Proper': a real boy with a real soul, orphaned in a fire. 
He works for an engineer, a maker of the eccentric, loyal and totally 
individual mechanicals who are Christopher's best friends. But after 
a devastating accident, a secret is revealed and Christopher's world 
is changed for ever ... What follows is a remarkable adventure, as 
Christopher discovers who he really is, and what it means to be 
human. 

 

Knights and Bikes by 
Gabriella Kent 
 

 Fantasy  

 Comedy  

 Adventure 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

Welcome to the sleepy island of Penfurzy, where nothing exciting 
ever really happens. OR DOES IT?  
Adventure awaits Demelza and her new best friend in the whole 
world, Nessa, as they explore the island and uncover the mysteries 
of the Penfurzy Knights. With a honking pet goose sidekick, quirky 
islanders and a legendary treasure to find, it's up to Nessa and 
Demelza to ride their bikes, solve the puzzles before them, and face 
down danger with frisbees, water-balloons, feathers .... and a toilet 
plunger! 

 

Crater Lake by Jennifer 
Killick 
 

 Science Fiction 

 Horror 

 Adventure 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

Who is the mysterious bloodstained man who stops their coach? 
Why is no one around when Lance and the rest of Year Six arrive at 
the brand new Crater Lake activity centre? But this is just the 
beginning of the school trip from hell; a fight for survival that sees 
five pupils band together to save their classmates from an alien fate 
far worse than death. But whatever happens, they must Never. Ever. 
Fall asleep! 

 

The Legend of Podkin 
One-Ear by Kieran 
Larwood 
 

 Animals 

 Adventure 

 Family 

 Magic 
RA: 8-11 

Podkin is the son of a warrior chieftain. He knows that one day it will 
be up to him to lead his warren and guard it in times of danger. But 
for now, he's quite happy to laze around annoying his older sister 
Paz, and playing with his baby brother Pook. Then Podkin's home is 
brutally attacked, and the young rabbits are forced to flee. The 
terrifying Gorm are on the rampage, and no one and nowhere is 
safe. With danger all around them, Podkin must protect his family, 
uncover his destiny, and attempt to defeat the most horrifying 
enemy rabbit kind has ever known. 

 

Beetle Boy by MG 
Leonard 
 

 Funny 

 Action 

 Adventure 

 Environment 
 
RA: 8-11 

Darkus is miserable. His dad has disappeared, and now he is living 
next door to the most disgusting neighbours ever. A giant beetle 
called Baxter comes to his rescue. But can the two solve the mystery 
of his dad's disappearance, especially when links emerge to cruel 
Lucretia Cutter and her penchant for beetle jewellery? A coffee-mug 
mountain, home to a million insects, could provide the answer - if 
Darkus and Baxter are brave enough to find it. First in a series. 
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Monstrous Devices by 
Damien Love 
 

 Robots 

 Magic 

 Horror 

 Adventure 
 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

When twelve-year-old Alex receives an old tin robot in the post, the 
note from his grandfather simply reads: ‘This one is special’. But as 
strange events start occurring around him, it doesn’t take Alex long 
to suspect that the small toy is more than special; it might also be 
deadly. Just as things are getting out of hand, Alex’s grandfather 
arrives, whisking him away from his otherwise humdrum life and 
into a world of strange, macabre magic. From Paris to Prague, they 
flee across snowy Europe in a quest to unravel the riddle of the little 
robot, and outwit relentless assassins of the human and mechanical 
kind. How does Alex’s grandfather know them? And can Alex safely 
harness the robot’s power, or will it fall into the wrong, wicked 
hands? 

 

Evernight by Ross 
Mackenzie 
 

 Fantasy 

 Horror 
 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

Thousands of years ago, the Evernight came to the Silver Kingdom 
and turned everything to darkness and chaos. It was only defeated 
thanks to the skill and bravery of the Witches. But now the Evernight 
is about to return, released by the evil Mrs Hester, and the only spell 
that might stop it is lost, deep below the great city of Kings Haven. 
Then orphan Larabelle Fox stumbles across a mysterious wooden 
box while treasure-hunting in the city sewers. Little does she realise 
she is about to be catapulted into an adventure, facing wild magic 
and mortal danger and a man who casts no shadow . . . 

 

The Land of Roar by 
Jenny McLachlan 
 

 Adventure 

 Fantasy 

 Family 
 
 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

When Arthur and Rose were little, they were heroes in the Land of 
Roar, an imaginary world that they found by climbing through the 
folding bed in their grandad’s attic. Roar was filled with things they 
loved – dragons, mermaids, ninja wizards and adventure – as well as 
things that scared them (including a very creepy scarecrow. . .) Now 
the twins are eleven, Roar is just a memory. But when they help 
Grandad clean out the attic, Arthur is horrified as Grandad is pulled 
into the folding bed and vanishes. Is he playing a joke? Or is Roar . . . 
real? 

 

 

Where the World Turns 
Wild by Nicola Penfold 
 

 Environment 

 Adventure 

 Relationships 
 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

Animals, trees, flowers, our city forbids them all... Juniper Greene 
lives in a walled city from which nature has been banished, following 
the outbreak of a deadly man-made disease many years earlier. 
While most people seem content to live in such a cage, she and her 
little brother Bear have always known about their resistance to the 
disease, and dream of escaping into the wild. To the one place 
humans have survived outside of cities. To where their mother is. 
When scientists discover that the siblings provide the key to fighting 
the disease, the pair must flee for their lives. As they journey into 
the unknown, they soon learn that there's cruelty in nature as well 
as beauty. Will they ever find the home they’re searching for? 
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The Paper & Hearts 
Society by Lucy Powrie 
 

 War 

 Real Life 

 Animals 
 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

Tabby Brown is tired of trying to fit in. She doesn't want to go to 
parties - in fact, she would much rather snuggle up on the sofa with 
her favourite book. It's like she hasn't found her people... 
Then Tabby joins a club that promises to celebrate books. What 
could go wrong? EVERYTHING - especially when making new friends 
brings out an AWKWARD BUZZING feeling all over her body. But 
Olivia, Cassie, Henry and Ed have something that makes Tabby come 
back… 

WINNER of The Redhill Academy Trust Book Award 2019-2020 

 

The Midnight Hour by 
Benjamin Read & Lara 
Trinder 
 

 Adventure 

 Fantasy 

 Magic 

 Funny 
RA: 8-11 

Emily's parents have vanished into the secret world of the Midnight 
Hour - a Victorian London frozen in time - home to magic and 
monsters. Emily must find them in the city of the Night Folk, armed 
only with a packed lunch, a stowaway hedgehog and her infamously 
big mouth. With bloodthirsty creatures on her tail, Emily has to 
discover the truth to rescue her parents… 

Shortlisted for The Redhill Academy Trust Book Award 2019-2020: 
Winner of favourite book cover 

 

Ghost by Jason 
Reynolds 
 

 Sport 

 Real Life 
 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

Running. That's all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever 
known. But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons - until he 
meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medallist who sees something in Ghost: 
crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, literally and 
figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost 
harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally catch up to 
him? First in the series. 

 

The Bigwoof Conspiracy 
by Dashe Roberts 
 

 Adventure 

 Mystery 

 UFOs 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

When twelve-year-old, UFO-obsessed, Lucy Sladan sneaks out in the 
middle of a thunderstorm to investigate the unexplained 
disappearances in her hometown of Sticky Pines, she finds more 
than she bargained for: a huge hairy creature, a thirteen-year-old 
stranger named Milo Fisher and a deep-rooted secret. Together, 
Lucy and Milo become entwined in a mystery that threatens to 
engulf the whole town of Sticky Pines and its weird and wonderful 
residents. 

 

Do You Know Me? By 
Libby Scott & Rebecca 
Westerfield 
 

 Autism 

 Real Life 

 School 

 Friendships 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

Tally is autistic and proud. She used to feel like she had to hide her 
autism, but now Tally is determined to make sure people see who 
she really is. But now Tally has a new worry - her school trip. And 
that means new places, new people and new challenges. She quickly 
falls in with the popular girls and is grateful that they don't make a 
big deal about her autism, but it's not long before Tally realises that, 
while the girls are popular, they aren't very kind. With a jolt Tally 
understands that she's not the only one who's been made to feel like 
she has to hide her true self. But will she find the strength to stand 
up for herself and the people she knows are being treated unfairly, 
or will she stay quiet? 
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Scavengers by Darren 
Simpson 
 

 Courage 

 Friendship 

 Identity 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

Landfill has lived his whole life as a scavenger, running with 
wooflers, swimming with turtles and feasting on fresh gull. Old 
Babagoo has always looked after him, on one condition - follow his 
rules. NEVER COME LOOKING OUTSIDE. NEVER RISE ABOVE THE 
WALL. But despite the dangers, Landfill longs to see Outside. And 
some rules are made to be broken. 

Shortlisted for The Redhill Academy Trust Book Award 2019-2020: 
Winner of favourite character for Landfill 

 

Thornhill by Pam Smy 
 

 Ghost Story 

 Suspense 

 Mystery 

 Historical 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

As she unpacks in her new bedroom, Ella is irresistibly drawn to the 
big old house that she can see out of her window. Surrounded by 
overgrown gardens, barbed wire fences and 'keep out' signs, it looks 
derelict. But that night, a light goes on in one of the windows. And 
the next day she sees a girl in the grounds. Ella is hooked. The house 
has a story to tell. She is sure of it. Enter Thornhill, Institute for 
Children, and discover the dark secrets that lie within. But once 
inside, will you ever leave? 

 

Murder Most 
Unladylike by Robin 
Stevens 
 

 Mystery 

 Crime 

 School 

 Friendship 
 
RA: 11+ 

When Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong set up their very own secret 

detective agency at Deepdean School for Girls, they struggle to find 

any truly exciting mysteries to investigate. (Unless you count the 

case of Lavinia's missing tie. Which they don't.) Then Hazel discovers 

the Science Mistress, Miss Bell, lying dead in the Gym. She assumes 

it was a terrible accident - but when she and Daisy return five 

minutes later, the body has disappeared. Now Hazel and Daisy not 

only have a murder to solve: they have to prove one happened in 

the first place… First in the series. 

 

Kat Wolfe Investigates 
by Lauren St John 
 

 Mystery  

 Adventure 

 Animals  
 
 
RA: 11+ 

Kat Wolfe loves her new home in idyllic Bluebell Bay, especially as it 

comes with a resident wildcat. But when she starts pet-sitting for 

pocket money, she finds that beneath the town's perfect surface lie 

some dark and dangerous secrets . . . After a pet owner vanishes 

from his clifftop mansion, Kat turns to her new friend, Harper Lamb, 

for help. What began as mystery-solving holiday fun quickly turns 

deadly for Wolfe and Lamb. Can they count on their unruly animals 

to save their lives? 

 

Ghosts by Raina 
Telgemeier 
 

 Real Life 

 Illness 

 Supernatural 

 Graphic Novel 
 
RA: 8 and below 

Catrina and her family are moving to the coast of Northern California 
because her little sister, Maya, is sick. Cat isn't happy about leaving 
her friends for Bahia de la Luna, but Maya has cystic fibrosis and will 
benefit from the cool, salty air that blows in from the sea. As the 
girls explore their new home, a neighbour lets them in on a secret: 
There are ghosts in Bahia de la Luna. Maya is determined to meet 
one, but Cat wants nothing to do with them. As the time of year 
when ghosts reunite with their loved ones approaches, Cat must 
figure out how to put aside her fears for her sister's sake - and her 
own. . . 
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Owen and the Soldier 
by Lisa Thompson 
 

 Conflicts 

 Loss 

 Memories 

 Real Life 
 
RA: 8-11 

A crumbling stone soldier sits on a bench in the park. Only Owen 
understands how important he is. At home, Owen and his mum are 
struggling and there's nobody he can talk to. Hidden away in the 
park, Owen feels free to be himself. When the war-weary soldier is 
listening, his worries slip away. But nobody else cares about the 
soldier, and the town council want to tear him down. Owen's the 
only one who can save him but can he find the courage to speak up 
before it's too late? 

 

The Last Chance Hotel 
by Nicki Thornton 
 

 Mystery 

 Fantasy 
 
 
 
RA: 11+ 

Seth is the oppressed kitchen boy at the remote Last Chance Hotel, 
owned by the nasty Bunn family. His only friend is his black cat, 
Nightshade. But when a strange gathering of magicians arrives for 
dinner, kindly Dr Thallomius is poisoned by Seth's special dessert. A 
locked-room murder investigation ensues - and Seth is the main 
suspect. The funny thing is, he's innocent. Can he solve the mystery 
and clear his name, especially when magic's afoot? 

 

The Light Hunters by 
Dan Walker 
 

 Fantasy 

 Magic 

 Adventure 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

Lux Dowd lives in a clock repair shop with his ill Grandpa and the old 
man s live-in carer, Miss Hart. Although he might seem to be a 
normal 12-year-old boy, Lux has a secret: not only can he wield Light, 
he might be the finest Light-healer the world has ever seen. But 
when Lux uses his power to save his best friend Maya after she is 
mortally injured in a terrifying monster attack, his Light draws a 
strange, shadowy figure to town, one who would use Lux’s powers 
for evil.  

 

The Kid Who Came 
From Space by Ross 
Welford 
 

 Adventure 

 Funny 

 Fantasy 
 
 
 
RA: 8-11 

A small village in the wilds of Northumberland is rocked by the 
disappearance of twelve-year-old Tammy. Only her twin brother, 
Ethan, knows she is safe – and the extraordinary truth of where she 
is. It is a secret he must keep, or risk never seeing her again. But that 
doesn’t mean he’s going to give up. Together with his friend Iggy and 
the mysterious (and very hairy) Hellyann, Ethan teams up with a 
spaceship called Philip, and Suzy the trained chicken, for a nail-biting 
chase to get his sister back… that will take him further than anyone 
has ever been before. 

 

 Being Miss Nobody by 
Tamsin Winter 
 

 School 

 Friendship 

 Bullying 

 Selective Mutism 
 
RA: 11+ 

Rosalind hates her new secondary school. She's the weird girl who 

doesn't talk. The Mute-ant. And it's easy to pick on someone who 

can't fight back. So Rosalind starts a blog - Miss Nobody; a place to 

speak up, a place where she has a voice. But there's a problem... 

Is Miss Nobody becoming a bully herself? 

 


