
 

 

20 March 2018 
 
Dear Parent 
 
Thank you for the support at our recent Parents’ Evenings which have been a very helpful 
opportunity to meet and discuss the progress of students with their subject teachers. I would like to 
thank Year 8 parents and families for attending the rearranged Parents Evening that was changed 
due to  ‘snow day closures’ and for their attendance at the Year 8 Options evening this week. 
  
Year 11 and Sixth Form students are now in the last few weeks of preparation for their summer 
exams. The focus and hard work of the vast majority has been a privilege to see and I thank parents 
and staff for their support and exceptional hard work in supporting raising achievement. An Easter 
revision plan will be published shortly for students. 
  
In the next few weeks we have a number of events taking place. On Wednesday 28 March 2018, 
the very special PTFA Golden Grove event is taking place, students have already been asked to 
sign up as helpers for this moving event. Another upcoming event is our Excellence Evening on 
Thursday 3 May 2018 from 7-9pm, staff are currently making their nominations for the excellence 
awards. I am delighted to have secured our guest speaker this year, who is a former student of the 
school from a number of years ago who will be sharing his memories and experiences of schooling 
on our site in a very different age. This follows from my assemblies in January where I shared some 
of the school archive materials with students, showing life in a school during the days leading to, 
during and after World War 2. Digital copies of these resources will shortly be made available on 
the school website. 
  
I would like to thank those parents who recently completed our annual parent survey. We will use 
this data to evaluate and respond to the successes and areas for further development. I will be 
publishing key headlines and actions from your responses early in the summer term as we move 
into the improvement planning window for the next 12 months. I would also like to thank parents 
who completed the Parents’ Evening surveys which help us reflect on the effectiveness of these 
events in raising achievement. 
  
I would like to ask for your support on a small number of things that I would like to improve further 
at the moment. Energy drinks are not allowed in school. Should energy drinks be seen in school 
they will be confiscated. Secondly, I would like to remind everyone that chewing gum is not allowed 
in school at any time, there has been a rise in children chewing this recently and it is damaging to 
the school environment. Again, should this be found it will be confiscated.  
  
Finally, with respect to mobile phones – we have a very clear rule about these in that they are 
permitted in school but are NOT to be seen at ANY time on the premises, from walking onto the 
school site until the end of school bell at 3.05pm. This is unless a member of staff says that they 
can be used to specifically support learning in the classroom environment. In the last few weeks, 
since Christmas as I would expect, there has been a rise in children having phones confiscated. If 
children need to contact parents or vice versa during the school day then this is done via Student 
Reception or via a call to the main school reception. I would appreciate you discussing these 
important items with your child at home to help support school ethos. 



 

 

 
Ms Messent has decided to leave us from August 2018 and this means we have a post for our 
Head of School. This post is being advertised presently and I will update you on this in due course. 
I know you will join me in wishing Ms Messent the very best for the future and I know she will be 
working tirelessly, as she has for many years, until the end of the summer term. 
  
I look forward to sharing our Easter newsletter with you shortly as well as an update on our planned 
developments on communication systems that will help further improve our partnerships and 
support in all that we do. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
Richard Pierpoint 
Executive Headteacher  
 


