
 

 
 
 

18 October 2019   

  

Dear Parent  

  

Update from Ms Egwuma – October 2019  

  

As we approach the end of the first half term of the year, I would like to take this opportunity to update you on some 
important information and key dates for your diary. Students have returned to school in a very positive manner and it 
has been wonderful to welcome the new students that have joined us in Year 7 and the new Year 12 students.    

  

Significant Investment  
In the last two weeks, we have   

1. Received full planning consent for the new buildings and funds of £3m have been approved by the County 
Council - this will see us build 10 new classrooms, develop a large green social space, a new Drama Studio 
and Sixth Form study centre. Drawings of these have been sent out to parents by Email and are also on display in 
school. We expect to move into this new accommodation in August 2020  
2. Works have started on the new all-weather sports pitches, due to be completed in early November. Photographs 
of this have also been sent to parents by email  
3. We have begun a three-year investment in ICT resources that sees all Post 16 students given their own laptop 
device for use in their studies and are replacing ICT kit in our ICT suites over an 18-month programme  
4. We have secured funding for the remaining three science labs to be refurbished in summer 2020  

  

Parent Events  
We have started this year, similar to last year with a number of parent events. Our Year 7 transition celebration evening 
saw Year 7 students perform a set of drama sketches and end with a singing performance to a very full theatre. This 
was a very special event and a wonderful opportunity for parents to see their children in their new school. In addition, 
we have held a parents’ information event for Year 7 and the Year 11 Make it Count event for Year 11 students and 
parents. These events will undoubtedly support students well for developing and embedding good study habits. As I 
have said previously, I strongly believe that attendance to these events is of integral to students being successful 
learners. Furthermore, we have had an information evening for Year 10 parents on preparing students for work 
experience and the launch of the Malawi 2021 expedition.   

  

Opportunities Programme   
Mr Pierpoint wrote to you in September outlining our “Opportunities for All” programme. This is an amazing offer with 
over 50 clubs and classes available for students each week in addition to the rehearsals for the school production of 
Sister Act in December and sporting fixtures. I firmly believe that students participation and engagement in these 
activities are invaluable and I ask that you continue to talk to your child about getting involved. In addition, many of these 
events support our Pledge System as students make wider contributions to academy life. We are also looking to 
introduce some new clubs and will keep you updated via the website.   

  

Attendance and Punctuality  
Attendance this half term has improved overall compared to the same time last year. Thank you for your support with 
this. There are however, a small number of students that fall below the minimum standard of 96% which is seen to be 
good attendance.  In these cases, absence will be followed up and reviewed as a day missed does affect learning and 
progress and we want to support every child every day in maximising progress. As we enter the autumn and winter 
months, please support us in further raising attendance by encouraging your children to come to school every day and, 



 

 

wherever possible, cope with having colds and feeling a bit ‘under the weather’. Students who achieved 100% 
attendance have recently had a great day out at Alton Towers. We shall be running a further significant reward for 100% 
attendees at the end of the Christmas term. At the end of this half term, we have 561 students who have attended school 
every day this half term.  

  

Uniform   
Uniform is very good. In terms of PE kit, there are still a very small number of students that are not bringing the correct 
items for their PE lessons (full details are on the website as per the letter sent out in September). As stated in this letter, 
from 4 November 2019, students in years 7,8,9 and 10, can ONLY wear the new shorts / skort or tracksuit trousers. 
They also need to wear black sports socks as opposed to school socks. Year 11 students can continue to wear their 
existing school shorts which should be plain black or school logo shorts or tracksuit trousers, which should also be plain 
black or wear the new school logo option. No students are permitted to wear leggings.  
   
As we approach the colder months can I remind you of the expectations of school coats. Students may wear plain coats 
or jackets. Hoodies, tracksuit tops or sports coats with logos are not allowed. Fashion coats such as leather/denim 
jackets or body-warmers are also not permitted. In terms of jewellery, students may wear one stud in each ear. Any 
other piercings, including nose piercings are not permitted. Students are also not allowed to wear rings, bracelets or 
necklaces in school.  

  

Year 11   
Year 11 students have made a great start to their final GCSE year. In the last few weeks, I have spoken to a number 
of students regarding their learning and progress and how we can further support them in their studies. The students 
have talked extremely positively about their lessons and support provided by teachers. All Year 11 students were spoken 
to in assembly this week about the upcoming mock exams that start on the 18 November 2019 (timetable available on 
the website). MFL speaking exams begin on the 4 November for those students that study languages and photography 
is on the 14 or 15. Students were handed a letter with the details of the prom during an assembly this week.  

  

Please support students over the next few weeks in their revision by encouraging them to take it seriously and also use 
the materials that their teachers are providing. Ultimately, we want students to have good study/revision habits and the 
sooner they start the better.   

  

Sixth Form open evening was on Thursday 17 October 2019 and it was a highly successful event. Further information 
about the courses on offer and application details are available on the website (deadline for application is 29 
November 2019).   

  

  

Dining Room   
When we return from half-term, we will be launching our new breakfast and winter lunch menu. Can I also encourage 
you to check your eligibility for free school meals via our website in the 
Parents section - http://www.theacademycarlton.org.uk/applying-for-free-school-meals  

  

Dates for your diary  
Listed below are some key dates for your diary for the weeks until the end of the autumn term. Please check them 
carefully as they include vital parent events and early closure for tutor review meetings.  

 21 October to 1 November - Half Term break  

 6 November - Year 9 Parents’ information evening   

 13 November - Year 13 Parents' Evening  

 11 November - Year 11 mock exams begin   

 6 December - School finishes at 2:05pm for Year 10 Tutor Reviews  

 11 -13 December – School production of Sister Act   

  

Further details of diary dates for the entire academic year are available on our website. Please do use our 
website www.theacademycarlton.org.uk and follow our Twitter feed, @Carlton_Academy for further news and updates.  

  

Thank you for your on-going support.  

  

MEgwuma 
 

Ms Egwuma   
Head of School   

http://www.theacademycarlton.org.uk/


 

 

 


