
 

 

 

 

 

Ref: RPI/GBR                                                                                                          March 2017 

Dear Parent 

Update from Mr Pierpoint – March 2017 

The spring term has been a very busy time for all at the Academy. Years 11 to 13 have 

completed their mock exams and received their results and students in Years 7 to 10 have 

been working very hard in class completing assessments. In addition, Year 11 are currently 

sitting their second set of mock exams. 

We are now in the middle of a very busy period of parent meetings and Options Evening, all 

of which have been very well attended so far. All information about these events is on our 

website. Over Easter, we shall be running a number of revision days for Years 11 to 13 in 

preparation for their final examinations. Further information will be provided to parents of 

these students shortly and will also be on our website. 

Show My Homework 

You should have received further information about your access to Show My Homework in 

the last few weeks. This has seen a rise in the number of students and parents accessing 

the website and APP to monitor and access homework. Feedback is very positive and I 

thank everyone for their support. To date, we have 30% of parents logging into the APP or 

website on a regular basis. I cannot encourage you enough, should you have access to a 

smartphone or internet device, to make use of this tool. Further information on help and 

support is available on our website including how to get another copy of your own log-in 

details should you have not yet had the chance to do so. Please spend time with your child 

checking that they are making use of the App or website also if they have access to a 

device. Feedback from students who are using it is very positive in terms of planning 

homework time as well as accessing learning resources that staff publish on there to support 

learning and homework also.  

In the next few weeks, I shall be publishing a fortnightly ‘Head Teachers Homework activity’ 

for all students and this will only be published on Show My Homework. Students who do not 

have access to an internet device are able to make use of our ICT facilities at break, lunch 

and after school to avoid being in any way disadvantaged. Students who complete this 

homework activity will be entered into a draw for a significant prize each fortnight as well as 

learning about something new and earning achievement points for them and their House. 

ECO Day 

I was delighted with the success of our latest ECO day. Students engaged very well with the 

wide variety of activities on offer and made a fantastic impression on the 70 visitors we had 

in the academy for the day. The variety of activities on offer, including enrichment trips and 

off site visits as well as the outstanding careers related themes was a pleasure to see. More 

information will be provided in the Easter newsletter. 

 



 
 

World Book Day 

World Book Day was an outstanding event with a great number of staff and students coming 

in the outfit of their favourite book character. The engagement and positivity around this from 

everyone in the academy was a pleasure to see. Being able to organise and run events like 

this is a privilege and something that is well deserved. We were delighted to also receive a 

personal message to the students at the academy from David Walliams. 

Uniform 

May thanks for your on-going support with maintaining outstanding standards of uniform. 

The support from parents in ensuring students come to school smart makes a massive 

difference. I am very pleased with the standard of uniform and we will continue to challenge 

any minority who do not meet the required expectations. Visitors to the academy always 

comment on the smartness and respectful nature of students and we should all be proud of 

the contribution we make to this every day. 

Comic Relief – Friday 24 March 

Comic Relief is an annual event that we support in the academy. There will be a number of 

inter-house events organised by the House Achievement co-ordinator team and 

opportunities for students to contribute to fundraising. As part of the whole academy 

contribution, we will be allowing a non-uniform day on this date and ask students to make a 

voluntary contribution of £1 in return for wearing non academy uniform. Expectations on 

attendance, behaviour and work focus remain in place at all times on these days as they are 

a privilege and any student who does not meet our expectations will not be permitted to take 

part in the next such day. Further information about the activities on the day itself will be 

given to students in the next few weeks. 

Communication and printing costs 

As you may be aware, we use our website, text messaging and email for sending many of 

our communications. At present, we do send paper copies of reports and newsletters home 

and we are about to undertake a review of this with parents. As you are aware, using Parent 

Insight gives you access to your child’s attendance, behaviour, achievement and academic 

progress data. We are currently looking at systems that will bring our communication and our 

reporting systems together into one online environment. We will be sending out a 

consultation questionnaire in relation to this in the next few weeks as we look to make more 

use of online tools to reduce costs and ensure that you are able to access important 

information easily and in one place. Your contributions to this consultation will be much 

appreciated. 

I look forward to sending you a copy of our Easter newsletter as we near the end of the 

Spring term.  

Yours faithfully 

 

Richard Pierpoint 

Head Teacher 

 

 


