
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 December 2021  
 
Dear Parent 
   
The end of the year is always a time of reflection, and a time where we can look back on the year past 
and ahead to the new. I am delighted that we have been able to return to what we would consider more 
normal times, with activities, trips and visits, and the end of year school show bringing together our 
school community. These are the things that we may have taken for granted two years ago and it is 
great to see these restored. 
   
The school production of ‘We Will Rock You’ was a fantastic showcase of the talented students we have 
in the academy, and it was great to see students from Year 7 to Year 13 working together to produce 
and perform the show to sell-out audiences. I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank all staff 
and students involved for making this event happen and bringing joy and laughter to the school 
community.  
 
This term, as a school we have actively supported the wider community with our fundraising efforts and 
I would like to thank everyone for their contributions and donations in support of the Bags of Blessings 
appeal, Trussel Food Bank and Children in Need. The world has changed in many ways in the last two 
years, but our efforts to support each other in times of need remain the same, and in lots of ways are 
even stronger than before.  
 
I would also particularly like to thank the PTFA who have done an incredible and invaluable job providing 
refreshments for our parent facing events and in the running of our uniform swap shop. Details of our 
next Uniform Swap Shop event on Wednesday 19 January 2022 can be found on our website.  
 
Government guidance  
On the 14 December we wrote to families in relation to the updated guidance on positive Covid cases 
and close contacts. A copy of the letter can be read here along with a flow chart and this approach 
should also be adopted over the winter break and on return in January.  We will be handing out LFD 
test kits on Friday to those families that need them and ask that you continue to follow guidance on this 
over the holiday period of twice weekly testing if you are able. At present there is no new guidance on 
the wearing of face coverings and as such these should continue to be worn in communal areas unless 
exempt. We will of course update you on any guidance if received as soon as we are able.   
  
Thursday 16 December 2021   
As a reminder Thursday is our traditional Christmas lunch and activities day. Lunch will cost the same 
as a normal main meal deal. No other hot food will be available on this day and cold food is still on offer 
as normal. On the same day, other fundraising activities will be taking place. Students are welcome to 
wear a Christmas themed jumper on top of their normal school uniform (blazers will not be required to 
be worn by students wearing a Christmas jumper) or a Christmas themed item. Donations are welcome 
and can be made through Parent Pay or Tutor collection on the day. All funds raised will go towards a 
number of charities the school is supporting.    
  
The end of a school term is also usually a time to say farewell to staff. Whilst we are not saying a full 
goodbye to Miss Rose (Head of Grove House) from January Miss Caines will take on the role of Head 
of House, and we thank Miss Rose on behalf of all students, staff and governors for the invaluable 
contribution she has made to the pastoral care of the students, in particular those in Grove house. We 
are at the same time pleased that she will remain a member of the science team and continue to support 
the academic achievement of the students of the academy. We will also welcome Ms Salvin (Assistant  
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Headteacher) and Mr Roberts (Second in Maths) in January and look forward to working with them in 
the new year.   
 
Future events   

• Friday 17 December 2021- end of term for all students at 1pm   

• Tuesday 4 January 2022 – return to school for all students at normal time  

• Thursday 6 January 2022 – Year 11 Parents’ evening via School Cloud.  

• January 2022 - Winter Newsletter    

• Week beginning 10 January 2022 – Year 11 Post 16 interviews begin   

• Monday 10 January 2022 - Year 13 mock exams begin  

• Tuesday 11 January 2022 – Year 8 Parents’ achievement event via Microsoft Teams   

• Week beginning 31 January 2022 – Year 7 Tutor Review Week via School Cloud  
  
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support, wish you a Happy 
Christmas break and all the best for 2022.   
  
Yours sincerely, 

  
Ms Egwuma   
Headteacher
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