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The pupils at The Carlton Academy regularly 

express their views about the school but do we 

really listen? We have interviewed multiple 

students to find out what they think about the 

school and how it supports student anxiety. 

Rebecca - a pupil at TCA; expresses her views: “To 

be honest I think the school prioritises their image 

and test grades.” Rebecca has been a student at 

the school for almost four years and has a clear 

understanding of how the school has progressed. 

Another student claimed, “I feel like some 

teachers are only here to get their pay check, 

whereas others actually care and want to help when we’re struggling.” From these two students’ views it’s 

clear that not all students feel like they are not getting the help and attention they might need. 

It seems that the overall opinion is that students are feeling that teachers could show more sympathy 

towards them in order to make their school life easier. 

On the other hand Matthew –another student at The Carlton Academy- thinks that “Teachers are 

interactive and good at communicating with the students.” 

After being asked about GCSE’s, a lot of students said that they are worried about achieving their expected 

grades by the end of year 11 but they found that starting the GCSE courses in year 9 is much more helpful 

as they have an additional year to prepare before their final exams,  which TCA provides.  

Elle, thinks “starting GCSE’s in year9 is a lot better because you get more time to gain a better 

understanding of the subjects you’re studying.” 

In conclusion, the students of The Carlton Academy have mixed views on exam pressure, but the students 

in their final year at school have many programmes to help with stress. It would be great to see this open 

to all students as it could be a useful tool before they reach their final year. Maybe, we could work 

together to create a student support system for 2017? 

 

 


