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NEWSLETTER
Welcome to The Carlton Academy winter newsletter. We hope that you enjoy reading the
articles inside. Thank you to everyone for their contributions.

This newsletter highlights some of the amazing achievements of the autumn 2020 term and
is testament to the hard work and determination of staff and students alike. It showcases the
work of our students and staff across the whole school at a time when Nottingham, the nation
and the world from very much feeling the constraints and challenges of the global pandemic.
We are pleased and proud to say that this has not got in the way of our core purpose as you
will see, and that school life and our business goes on. We would also like to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt thank you to all the staff that work behind the scenes and make our
building and site great during this time.
As a school community we will remember this term for many things. This was term time that
saw the opening of our new building and the completion of the refurbishment of the Science
classrooms. A term that saw the introduction of our fifth house, Hutchinson and record
numbers of students joining our Sixth Form and our students taught in year group bubbles.
In other site news, two of our DT classrooms have undergone a complete renovation creating a
fully operational food technology room and textiles room to enhance our DT facilities. In terms
of our Year 13 students, they have been working hard to prepare their UCAS and further education applications. Year 11 students have submitted their applications for Post 16 here at The
Carlton Academy which is the first-choice place or the large majority of our students following
the successful completion of the Year 11 mock exams. This half term has also seen some incredible fundraising efforts by students and staff as we supported Children in Need, the Bags
of Blessing Appeal and Emmanuel House.
As always, we say goodbye to staff at the end of term and in January we will welcome new
colleagues. Staff leaving us this term are Mr Crossley (Deputy Headteacher) and Mrs Cross.
Mr Crossley has been appointed as Headteacher at Hall Park Academy in the Trust. On behalf
of all students, staff, parents and Governors I would like to take this opportunity to thank him
for his invaluable work and contributions over the last seven years. We also say goodbye to
Mrs Cross who is taking on a role at Park Vale Academy. Please join us in thanking them for all
of their contributions and wish them well. In January we will welcome Mr O’Boyle as Head of
French.
On a final note we would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a wonderful
holiday period and a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Thank you for your continued
support.
Ms Egwuma and Mr Pierpoint
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Incredible investment at The Carlton Academy
In early November, we took ownership of our wonderful new £3m building.

This facility comprises of 10 Humanities classrooms, a Drama studio, sixth form study centre, two
changing rooms, staff workspaces and meeting rooms.

This building has been funded from the Department for Education in light of our school being oversubscribed and our commitment to providing secondary school places for catchment families.
This facility is a wonderful legacy for the future generations of staff and students in our community
and sees students and staff working in amazing facilities.
It was a pleasure to take our Head Boy
and Head Girl around the new building
the day before it opened, and Cory and
Millie were both overcome with how
wonderful it is and how much students
will benefit from the investment and
how impressed they were.
In the photograph you see Cory and
Millie about to take their first steps
from the existing buildings into the new
social space and across to the classrooms.
As the new site developed, we commissioned drone footage to be taken at 3 month intervals,
starting with the old site through to completion. You can see these videos on our YouTube channel
at:
The Carlton Academy - YouTube

In addition to this wonderful investment, we are delighted to announce that our new Food
Technology and Textiles classrooms are due to be completed in December.

The images in this article show the rooms in their final fit stage, with appliances and cutting tables
being installed. We will be kitting these rooms out with brand new equipment for these exciting
areas of our curriculum and cannot wait to see students thrive in these new facilities.
Over the next term, we are making further significant investments in music technology and
equipment in our Fitness Suite. In addition, we have invested £20000 in more new dining facilities
to enable our students to have a wider choice of food (as soon as we can operate normally), along
with three class sets of laptops for use across the school.
Our next priority for development and investment is Art, Technology and Design, with a plan to
refurbish all other areas of the Faculty, with a vision to hopefully rebuild this facility, in the next
three years.

Since 2019, we have invested over £4m into our site, includinf the refurbishment of the Science
labs , the all-weather pitches and the new building.

It is a great pleasure to see students and staff benefiting from this every day, something we can all
be very proud of.
Richard Pierpoint
Executive Head
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Higher Attainer Programme
The Veritas Society has started with a bang in Year 8. Students have been
engaging in critical thinking, learning about Ancient Greek methods of
persuasion and trying to stop saying ‘umm’!
The persuasive methods that we have learned include the concepts of
Logos, Ethos and Pathos first described by Aristotle. Students have used some
of these techniques as part of the speeches they have made so far which have
included: ‘ Why water is bad for you’, ‘ Why Mount Everest is made of chocolate’
and ‘ Why we should ban the colour yellow’. We spoke on intentionally bizarre
topics so that students could practise using emotion and body language rather
than logic to persuade their audience- all three are necessary to win people
over!
Students will be complementing their new-found skills with those of independent research and critical thinking meaning that, by the end of the course, Year 8
Veritas Society members will be a lean, mean debating machine. They will then
partake in a showcase debate to which all students, parents and teachers are
welcome to attend. We hope to see you all then!

Are you eligible for Free School Meals? Have your circumstances
changed?
We are aware that some parent’s circumstances may have
changed rapidly during this difficult time and they may now be eligible
for free school meals.
Click HERE to find out if you are eligible and how to apply.
If you need any help to apply or have any questions about FSM, email:
office@theacademycarlton.org
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Extension & Achievement Autumn 2020

Congratulations to the students from Year 8 and Year 10 who have this term successfully completed
the Prince’s Trust Award. The Prince’s Trust Achieve Programme is a flexible provision for 11-19-year
olds that gives students the opportunity to develop the skills and confidence needed to succeed in
education. From improving attainment, attendance, personal and social skills and engagement with
education. Once students have completed the team activities and work booklets their work is moderated and results in students gaining the qualification which recognises a breadth of personal skills,
qualities and attitudes required by employers across a range of sectors. A new cohort of students has
just been recruited to begin in January 2021.
37 Year 7 students have applied to be trained as Competition Organisers. This is a qualification run
through Sport England. It develops skills in team work and organisation in a sports-based setting.
These skills are transferable to other areas. Once these students have been trained the aim is for
them to become involved in providing opportunities for competition for their peers through our
enrichment programme. Ms Elliott, our School Games Organiser, is running the course. Once this
group has been trained, we plan to offer the opportunity to other year groups. Keep your eyes out for
the information about this opportunity. Remember, to be eligible to take part you need to have good
attendance and demonstrate a positive attitude to learning across your lessons.
Further opportunities for students will be offered throughout the course of the year.
Once government guidance allows, this will include a range of visits. Intended visit opportunities
include:
- York University & The National Railway Museum.
- Warner Brother Studios (Harry Potter World)
- Bletchley Park
- The Houses of Parliament
- Paris: Residential Cultural Tour (Autumn 2021)
If you would like further information about the Extension & Achievement Programme and the criteria
for accessing these opportunities contact Mr Daniels via email at a.daniels@theacademycarlton.org
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Achievement
Students have returned to school with a fantastic approach to learning and have shown incredible
courage and resilience to the challenges thrown at us all by the extraordinary times we are living
through.
There have been some really valuable lessons learnt from remote learning which we are able to use
to enhance and improve our home learning programme and our offer for students who should find
themselves having to isolate.
Year 7 students have joined us for the first time with no outcomes as a result of sitting SATs examinations. With the exception of Maths students are in mixed ability in all subjects meaning that there
is a completely differentiated curriculum. All Year 7 students have completed National cognitive and
reasoning tests which give us a strong indication of progress into Key Stage 3.
Year 8 students have also come back to mixed ability groups except for Maths to enable us to
deliver a complete curriculum within year group bubbles. This half term all students also have access
to specialist classrooms and equipment and having been exposed consistently to the full range of
subjects, Year 8 will be in a really strong position to make informed options choices next term.
This is the second Year 9 group to have opted for four subjects, one to be completed in Year 10 along
with GCSE PRE. Departments have reviewed and revised curriculum plans to ensure that Year 9
remains firmly as a skill building foundation year, and to cover any Year 8 content missed during
lockdown.
This year, Year 10 is also an exam group year with two subjects being examined this year. Students
are having an additional hour in RE to enable all students to achieve their potential in their exam this
year.
All departments running Year 10 early entry options are reviewing progress on a regular basis and
working closely with students to ensure they achieve their potential in these subjects.
Students in Year 11 all understand the importance of ensuring that every lesson and every piece of
work they do counts, both at school and at home. Departments have revised and refined Schemes of
Work to ensure all the content is covered and that revision is both interleved throughout the year and
forms a substantial part of lesson time before the summer exam series. We welcome the announcement that exams will take place later in the summer term giving us a few extra weeks to work with.
Mock exams were able to run as a full and complete process, giving Year 11s an invaluable exam
experience. Departments are evaluating results and using this unique data set to review and refine
teaching and revision programmes between now and both the next set of mocks and final exams.
Year 13 for the most part continued throughout lockdown to receive taught lessons including moving
forward with content during lockdown last year. Year 12 students working across schools are also
benefitting from technology that enables them to join live lessons in other schools. We firmly believe
that our Year 13 students are in a really strong position to achieve great results again, despite the
challenges they have faced.
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Sixth Form News
It has been a busy term so far and students have participated in a number of events:
In the summer we appointed our Year 13 Senior Student Team. Millie Clarke and Cory Schofield were
appointed to the positions of Head Girl and Head boy with Stephanie Dalton and William Moody
appointed in the Deputy roles.
Charlie Dean, George Quarton and Freya
Rook were given the positions of Senior
Students. These students were outstanding
in the interview process and have made an
excellent start to their senior roles within
the school.
Next Steps:
University Applications:
The Year 13 students are busy preparing their applications to send off to UCAS. All applications will
be sent off to UCAS by Christmas so it is an exciting time for the students. Some students have
received offers already so are well on their way in planning the next steps towards their future.
Students are applying for a variety of courses such as Business Management, History, Psychology and Medicine to name but a few. We also have a student who is awaiting an interview with the
University of Cambridge. Sixth Form Applications: A well-attended virtual Sixth Form Open Evening
was held on 15 October where Year 11 students and their parents had the opportunity to find out
about the Sixth Form. The student attended an event after school in the new building to speak to A
level subject teachers. The Year 11 students are currently awaiting their interview date so they can
discuss their options with the Sixth Form staff.
Charity Events
Children in Need: Sixth Form students (and tutors) dressed up in fancy dress (1980’s) to raise money
for Children in Need.
Dress to Impress:
Each year a Sixth Form
students dressed in their best
attire as a mark of respect for
Armistice Day.
This was a truly magnificent
site and the students really
got involved.
Inspirational Talks
Speakers for Schools: Speakers for Schools is a National programme, which is a network of today’s
most influential figures across Business, the Arts, Politics and other key industries, donating their
time to give inspiring and aspirational school talks. In December we were delighted to hear from
Phillip Yea who is a British Businessman and advisor.
Ms Armitage
Head of Post 16
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Hollinsclough House
It has been a strange start to the academic year but I want to start this autumn’s contribution
by commenting on the amazing resilience of all students this year.
In all my teaching years, and sixth year of being Head of Hollinsclough House, the amount of
change and adaptation for us all has been remarkable. The Hollinsclough students from Year
7, who had not had chance to visit in the summer term, started in September determined and
ready for the challenges ahead, right up to the current Year 11 students who arrived ready to
study and adapt in such uncertain times. I applaud all for their maturity and willingness this
year.
The school year ploughs on as ever, and we are almost upon Christmas and ready to welcome
2021. The House spirit, and in particular the House year group ethos, continues to evolve
and adapt under the current restrictions. We hope to build on our successes in the last couple of years winning The Carlton Cup for two consecutive years. We welcome both our new
House Captain Brandon Topham into his role after a successful year as Vice-Captain, and also
Abigail Gilding into the role as Vice-Captain for 2020-21, who are beginning to get to grips
with the remote way of working to maintain and build on the House identity and participation
which is so important to us.
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Top Achievement Points September 2020-December 2020
Bailey, Abi 75
Butler, Jacob 72
Machin-Smith, Brooke 70
Drage, Freya 69
Turner, Jaume 68
McLaughlin, Freya 67
Gale, Emily 66
Wragg, Jake 66

Cancu, Mihai 97
Parker, Sara 85
Fahim, Madiha 83
Hussaini, Saleh 81
Crook, Ellie 78
Vasey, Iris 76
Williams, Maia 75

Goldsbury, Holly 66
Hutton, Raffy 66
Machin-Smith, Brodey 64
Lawman, Alfie 64
Ingham, Freya 64
Gilding, Lewis 63
Topham, Alexander 63

There have been some great achievements already this year and a few in particular are worthy of mention here. The attendance of Hollinsclough students continues to be great. We very
much hope to be the best attending House again, currently hot on the heels of the leaders. We
have had some superb entries to the Halloween Bake-Off 2020 and International Artist Day
Competition.
Well done to all who took part in this and in particular well done to Freya Drage and Iris Vasey
for their beautiful artworks recreating David Hockney.
Fantastic Halloween Bake-Off entries this year by all students and well done to Hollinsclough who had the second highest entries. Naomi Szczur came fourth overall om the school.
Triumphant bakes by Leah Shearman, Freya Drage, Miha Cancu, Lyla Clarke, Olivia Cooper, Lily
Smith, Maia Williams, Brooke Marriott and to Elisia Muskaj. Congratulations to Mihai Cancu who
is our Spelling Bee winner and also leads the way in Achievement Points.
So proud of Jack Court who raised money for charity by doing a sponsored swim and
congratulations to Darcey Adams who won the prize for the Skullduggery Pleasant work over
the summer.
Thank you to all the Hollinsclough Team who have embraced and supported their new tutor groups and a big thank you to all our carers and parents. I hope you all have a safe and
wonderful Christmas with family and we look forward to welcoming you all back in January.
Don’t forget you can follow TCA_Hollinsclou on Twitter.
Mr N Hodgkinson

Mr Hodgkinson
Head of Hollinsclough

Mrs Topham
House Achievement
Coordinator
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Grove House
Grove House has had such a lovely start to the year and I would like to welcome all of the new members of
our school community. These include our wonderful intake of Year 7s, their parents, carers and tutors as well
as myself, the Head of Grove House. I am delighted to be given such a fantastic opportunity to join such a
wonderful school with a strong sense of community spirit.
It has been a somewhat unusual start to the year with our students having to adapt to year group bubbles
and tutor groups, staggered break and lunchtimes and virtual assemblies. Despite the challenges these have
brought, our students are continuing to show the Grove House spirit of being kind and supportive.
Inter-house competitions have been a little different this year but have still gone ahead. Myself and Mrs
Malone, our House Achievement Coordinator, would like to congratulate Niamh Burrows – the Grove House
Spelling Bee winner – how fantastic to have a Year 7 winning and scoring the highest mark in Grove, well done
Niamh!! There were also excellent entries in both the Bake Off and Art competitions. Please see some of the
photos below for inspiration. We will have more opportunities for students to participate in Inter-House events
in the spring term. Remember - every entry earns a point towards winning The Carlton Cup!

I would also like to congratulate the following three students who have the most achievements points in Grove
House so far this term. In gold, silver and joint bronze positions respectively we have Botan Jalal, Freya White
and Hash Khurshid and Charlie Bicknell. Congratulations to all four of you and keep up the excellent work.
We also have a new House Council team led by our very capable Vice-Captain Georgia Grain and Captain
Daniel Grainge. The competition for these positions was very tough, Mrs Malone had a very difficult job
appointing all of the House Council team positions due to the amazing quality and quantity of applications
received, they were very inspirational to read!
As the Autumn term draws to a close and many of us start to reflect on what has been a very challenging year.
Myself and the rest of the House and Tutor team I would like to take the opportunity to wish the students, parents, carers and staff involved in Grove House a Joyful Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Miss K Rose

Mrs K Rose
Head of House
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Carnarvon House
Goodness me, what a strange few months it has been?! I am so incredibly proud how each and
every student has handled to changes we have had to make in school this term.
From the new Year 7’s who have had to start a new chapter in their lives under difficult
circumstances to our Year 11’s and all the uncertainty regarding how they are going to be assessed
for their GCSE’s and everything else in between.
Carnarvon House is being led this year by House Captain Matthew Howis and Vice-Captain Kavita
Walsh. They are already showing strong leadership skills and will work well with all our Tutor Reps
to bring a student voice to the table.
Congratulations to all the students who have taken part in the Inter-House competitions that have
been run by our amazing House Achievement Coordinators. Keep taking part in these wonderful
opportunities and remember, every entry gains us a house point!
A huge well done to all students who have received Achievement Points this term with a special
mention going to the top 10 Carnarvon students Joe Donald, Ellie Ross, Emily Holder, David Lownds,
Joseph Grainger, Megan Swaby, Brandon Sheehan, Eleanor Blackham, Jamie Brown and Jake Allsop.
I would like to say a massive thank you to Miss Boden, our House Achievemt Cooridantor, and all the
amazing Carnarvon tutors who without all their continuous hard work our students would not be as
successful. I would also like to thank Mr Crossley who has been our SLT Link this term and
unfortunately leaves us this Christmas to move on the pastures new.
As we finish this term, I would like to wish you all restful break and let’s hope 2021 will be a little
better than 2020!
Have a very Merry Christmas and a lovely New Year.
Mrs R Chambers
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Cavendish House
Cavendish House has had an excellent start to the year with a new intake joining our community
and making the most of all the opportunities on offer. Although this has been an unusual term we
have still managed to display the Cavendish spirit of supporting each other and taking part in the
different House activities.
Congratulations to our winners of the Cavendish Spelling Bee: Alfie Bird, Oscar Lambert-Smith,
Mason Holland, Evie Elouardi, Prabjot Virk, Noah Alderson, Charlie O’ Toole, Charles Moreton,
Lewis Perry and Marsel Alibashi. A special congratulations to Charles Moreton who won our InterHouse Spelling Bee and went on to compete in the Inter-House competition.
We also had some excellent entries in the Halloween bake-off from Finley Lewis, Jess Mann, Grace
Field and Loretta Caig who came second in the whole school competition, well done to all!
Congratulations also to Callum Perry, Jack Selby, Evie Elouardi, Callum Williamson and Max Hall
who are the top five for most achievement points earned this term.

We have a new House Council capably led by our Captain Ellie Bakewell and Vice-Captain Marsel
Alibashi who make sure that everyone has a voice in our community; they are looking forward to
working with the Tutor Representatives in the new year.
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As the term draws to a close we look forward to another great year in Cavendish House and on
behalf of the House and Tutor team I would like to wish all our students, parents and carers a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Mr S Bali

Mr Bali
Head of House

Mrs Logan
House Support
Assisstant

Mrs Slack
Head Achievement
Coordinator
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Hutchinson House
As the new House within The Carlton Academy, has made a fantastic start to the year. Students
from Year 8 to Year 11 have fully embraced their move into a new House as well as a new tutor
group and should be applauded for embracing the new family ethos that we have embedded. This has helped our new Year 7’s who have made an excellent start to life at The Carlton
Academy and are adding so much to our community.
Congratulations also to Alex Truong (99), Orlagh O’Connor (86), Edie Morris (80), Elizabeth
Hollis (76) and Jacob Loydall (72) who are the top five for most achievement points earned this
term.
Despite this year being a difficult one, Hutchinson students have really supported each other through different challenges and have taken part well in the different House activities.
Congratulations to the following students for winning their tutor Spelling Bee competition:
Edie Morris (7I); Phoebe Frings (7J); Elizabeth Hollis (8I); Isaac Blacknell (8J); Dynell Lamb (9I);
Dexter Hutton (9J); Aliya Peterkin (10I); Remus Fisher (11I); Lauren Scroggie (11J). Hutchinson
were also represented superbly in the Halloween Bake Off competition. The competition was
won by Elizabeth Hollis (8I). Phoebe Crawford (9I) and Grace Middlehurst-Roberts (8J) finished second and third respectively. Congratulations to these three and to all entrants for their
creative efforts.
We also elected a new House Council and Hutchinson will be represented by our Captain
Emma Hemmingway and Vice-Captain Isabel Warsop. Both have worked really hard to make
sure that all Hutchinson students feel like they have a voice within the school and have worked
with Ms Caines to put important matters forward to the Council.
All that’s left to say is on behalf of all of the Hutchinson House team, we wish all students, parents and carers a healthy and joyful Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
Mr J Sharpe

Miss Caines
House Achievement
Coordinator

Emma Hemmingway
House Captain

Isabel Warsop
Vice-Captain

Mr J Sharpe
Head of House
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House Achievement and Inter-House Update
House Council  
We welcome and congratulate the new House Council leaders, and have been very impressed with
all captains/leaders and Tutor Representatives so far. Although this year is very different our reps
and leaders have shown great resilience. Our House Council’s plan and run many of our events,
present various assemblies and gather opinions from their peers on various school matters which
they bring to House Council meetings and discuss how to move forward. We cannot wait to see the
positive impact you will all have on our school during this year.

Spelling Bee 2020
We were so pleased that we were able to do our annual Spelling Bee. This took place at the start of
October during Tutor time. Every student in the Academy took part in the competition. Each House
had a winner for their Tutor groups; scores were added up and those who drew went to a knock out!
Finally, each house had a winner, Mihai Cancu for Hollinsclough, Remus Fisher for Hutchinson,
Charles Morton for Cavandish, Niamh Burrows for Grove and Muhammad Holmes for Carnarvon.
Congratulations and well done to all those who took part.

Halloween Bake Off 2020
For the fourth year running, the TCA Bake Off had a Halloween theme and the entries were
just Spooktacular! This year’s competition was a little different with bakes being done at home and
photos sent in to be judged. Well done to all who entered, we were truly amazed by your creations!
We have a number of talented bakers at the Academy (and staff ). Elizabeth Hollis of Hutchinson was
voted 1st place in the Bake Off Competition for their version of a Stranger Things Cake.

Well done for joint 2nd place Loretta Craig of Cavendish and Phoebe Crawford of Hutchinson!
3rd place went to Grace Middlehurst Roberts of Hutchinson & 4th place to Naomi Szczur of
Hollinsclough

Well done to Mrs Williams!
For her amazing creation,
Murphy the Mummy!
International Artist Day 2020

This year we launched our own Art competition to celebrate International Artist Day. We asked
students to recreate an artist work of their choice, we had some fantastic entries!

Yr8
Ashleigh Williams
Carnarvon

Yr8
Iris Vasey
Hollinsclough

Yr8
Urvi Gangil
Canarvon

Yr8
Freya Drage
Hollinsclough

A big well done to everyone who took part! Thank you for your entries.
This year’s winner of the Carlton Academy International Artist Day was yr8
Olivia Carrol of Grove!

Children in Need 2020
Every year The Carlton Academy put on different events to raise money for Children in Need, we
had a non-uniform day and some very generous donations. We managed to raise over £900 which is
fantastic, I’m sure you will agree. Although we were unable to arrange some of the events we would
normally run during previous years that didn’t stop the students and staff from having a bit of fun. For
the first time we did a live event, where all the tutees took part in a game of Bingo! It went down really well, and was so much fun that the students would like to do it again.

Christmas Events  
As a school this year we are supporting a Charity called Bags of Blessings, their goal is to carry Joy
and bring hope to children age 0-16. The charity asks for help to gift a bag of goodies at Christmas to
children whose families are dependent on local food banks and charities. An example of the types of
gifts they need are, gifts for boys aged 10-16, girls aged 13-16, chocolate and sweets, books for teens
and babies, stationery-especially the kind that would be useful to teenagers, although any stationery,
note books, coloured pencils, etc would go down well. Staff and students have already had a very
positive response to this and a good collection of items has already begun.

During December we are running an Intra-House and then Inter-House Christmas Ornament Decoration Design competition.
We look forward to our annual Christmas Jumper day, on this day students have to wear uniform but
they are allowed to wear something Christmas themed e.g. a Christmas Jumper/Hat with their uniform and any voluntary donations for this will go to Emmanuel House.
We have a few more special events lined up!
Follow us on Twitter TCA Inter-House

DofE Update
A healthy number of students embarked on either their bronze or silver Duke of Edinburgh Award programme last year with their qualifying expeditions in the Peak District
due to have gone out in the spring! Unfortunately, the global pandemic meant we had to
postpone these expeditions but we are now full steam ahead and looked forward to the
students out on the 11 – 13 December. For many, completing their bronze expedition will
result in completion of the award and will be an early Christmas present.
Students continue to work on other sections regardless of the second lockdown and are
looking forward to restrictions easing. Modifications to the award have enabled students
to do many activities remotely from home – check out #dofewithadifference and have a
look at the kinds of activities that can be done.
DofE - What is it?
The Carlton Academy has once again promoted The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award to this
years cohort. Take up has been brilliant with in excess of 40 students wanting to do
Bronze and many taking up silver. We will even have a Gold group again this year. The
award is open to all students in years 9-13. We also give free places to eligible students
who we feel would really benefit from taking up the award and embarking on such an
incredible journey.
The Carlton Academy believes that the Duke of Edinburgh scheme offers young people a
fantastic opportunity to form new friendships and learn new skills and interests for their
lives ahead. The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a voluntary, non-competitive programme of
practical, cultural and adventurous activities designed to support the personal and social
development of young people aged 14-25. It offers an individual challenge and encourages
young people to undertake exciting, constructive and enjoyable activities in their free time
with a well-recognised award at the end to show a possible employer their determination
to commit and undertake challenges.
For more information, log into the Carlton Academy Website and follow the link where you
will find lots of information and videos from previous participants. It is never too late to
sign up, so what are you waiting for?

Careers Update
‘New Normal’ Creates New Opportunities
It has been a very busy and productive start to the academic year for the Careers
Team. Together, we have been working hard to make the necessary amendments to our
programme of careers education, information, advice and guidance in light of the pandemic.
A forward-thinking approach has allowed us to develop new relationships and new ways of
connecting businesses and employers to our students in light of the ‘new normal’. This has
ensured our students will still receive high quality experiences giving them insights into the
world of work and crucially, supporting them to make successful transition into Post-16 or
Post-18 destinations.
New Partnership
Introducing our new Enterprise Advisor:
“My name is Mark Flanagan and I’m an Audit Partner at KPMG in Nottingham and also lead
our CSR activity. As an Enterprise Advisor I hope to help The Carlton Academy give fantastic
careers advice and support to the students, drawing on my involvement in recruitment for
KPMG as well my experience of working with a range of businesses, from small owner-managed companies to those in the FTSE100. I will bring an employer’s perspective to focus on
the skills that really matter in the workplace, understanding that exam results, whilst important, don’t tell the full story. As well as helping the Carlton Academy to shape their careers
strategy I am keen to spend time with students and to introduce them to other people from
the world of work – maybe I can even convince them that accountants aren’t boring? I’m excited by this opportunity and in particular to learn from the students as I am very keen to use
this experience to help make KPMG’s recruitment process as inclusive as possible.”
The Careers Team are very excited to be working with Mark and looking forward to
further developing the relationship and improving our existing careers programme with his
experience and passion for supporting young people.
New Workplace Mentor Programme - 2021
Mark is currently developing links with business professionals who will volunteer their time
acting as Workplace Mentors to our students. Via virtual engagements the mentors will
inspire and help students prepare for the world of work by offering insights into their sector
of work, labour market information, the different educational pathways into careers as well as
guidance on developing key employability skills.
New Work Experience Opportunities with REED
Mr. Powdrill is currently working on a new virtual work experience opportunity in partnership
with the employment and recruitment specialists REED – updates to be announced soon.
New Careers in the Curriculum
In partnership with DANCOP we are planning to deliver new subject-related career lessons
in class during National Careers Week. The aim of which is to help students understand how
the subjects they study and the skills they are developing link to their future employment.

New Career-related Support Resources

Access to new and up-to-date career-related information and educational option resources
have been updated on the Careers Section of The Carlton Academy Website - http://www.
theacademycarlton.org.uk/year-11

1:1 Career Guidance

Year 11 and Year 13 students are encouraged to request a confidential and impartial career
guidance appointment to help plan their next steps in education, training, employment or to
discuss their future career aims and interests. Referrals can be made via tutors or by emailing Mr. McArdle directly – s.mcardle@theacademycarlton.org

Post-16 Application Support

Year 11 students are encouraged to use the after school drop-in support available for post-16
applications. Information on when this is available will be distributed to all Year 11s at tutor
times.

Last thoughts

The careers update cannot end until we thank our fantastic Enterprise Coordinator – Caroline
Tomlinson of the Careers and Enterprise Company / Futures. Caroline has played an imperative role in introducing us to new partners and helping to shape and improve are careers-related provision in challenging times. Thank you from us all.
Mr S. McArdle RCDP – Careers Advisor

Teaching and Learning
Since the start of the year all staff at The Carlton Academy have been working hard to support
our students with their return to (relatively) normal school life.
At the start of the school closure in March we took the decision not to set new learning for our
students and rather focus on consolidation of prior learning. Our teachers have been working
on plans in departments to close the gap between where students would usually be in their
curriculum and where they are now. We are confident that all students will be where they need to
be by summer 2021.
Since returning to school in September we have been working hard to develop our practise to
best support our students and re-establish learning routines. We spent time on our inset day
on the first day back in September discussing and focussing on ways that we could support
students to settle back into learning routines after the lockdown by employing our Shared
Strategies (sharing outcomes, starters that recap prior learning, low stakes quizzing and giving
feedback through DIRT) and work that we did last year on effective questioning.
On our September inset day we spent time looking at how we can best use modelling in
the classroom to support students in their learning. This has been particularly helpful in
re-establishing learning routines when the school reopened in September. We also spent time
developing our teaching of extended writing. Teachers who joined us at either Easter or in
September completed a session on our Say It, Write It strategy to ensure that that they have had
the same training as their colleagues. Teachers who have already completed this training worked
in departments with a member of the English team looking at specific strategies to promote
better extended writing.
This half term we have put in place a plan to support students with online learning during
the coronavirus pandemic. We have built a student sharepoint site which our teachers have
populated with lesson resources for the entire half term, up until Christmas. Students required
to isolate from school can access the site and complete activities which will allow them to keep
pace with their peers in school. Video support guides for how to access our student sharepoint
site can be accessed on the school YouTube channel through links from the school website. If
a group of students is required to isolate from school, their learning will move online through
Microsoft Teams and follow their usual timetable with lessons through live events for Years 7 to 11
and through Teams meetings for Year 12 and 13.
We are very proud of the way that our students and school staff have responded to the challenges that have arisen this term and are looking forward to 2021!

Maths
This autumn term the Mathematics department has seen the arrival of two new members of staff.
Mr Craske has joined us as the new leader of Year 7 and Year 8 Mathematics and Mr Hills has joined
us to take a lead in providing enrichment opportunities for the most academically able across the
academy. We have also been successful in recruiting three superb Mathematics tutors; Ms Tresidder,
Mrs Jain and Miss Blake who will each work one day a week providing additional support to a wide
range of students across the Academy. These colleagues have replaced Mr Harper who had provided Mathematical tutoring at The Carlton Academy for a number of years. We would like to thank Mr
Harper for all of his work and wish him all the best with his new ventures. This term has also seen
the departure of Mrs Cross who is moving to Park Vale Academy, within the Redhill Trust. Again, we
would like to thank Mrs Cross for her work at The Carlton Academy and wish her well at her new
school.
Year 7 students who had a disrupted end to their primary school experience. Most students were
eager to get back into the routine of school life and after a period of six weeks given to settling in
and readjusting, we asked students to complete a reduced version of a Year 6 SATS paper to obtain
a detailed understanding of the Mathematical strengths and weaknesses of each pupil. Students
have also been introduced to Hegarty Maths as an online tool for their Mathematics homework.
Special mention must go to Chloe Chilton Higgins and Ali Alkan who have both answered over 500
questions correctly on Hegarty Maths this term.
In Year 8 and Year 9 students have returned to school after engaging well with distance learning
before the summer. We have continued to deliver the curriculum that will ensure that all students will
have experienced the fundamental concepts necessary by the end of Year 9 for them to be able to
engage with the demands of the GCSE courses that start in Year 10. Hegarty Maths continues to be
used and special mention must go to Mihai Cancu and Iris Vasey in Year 8 who have answered over
200 questions correctly this term and Leah Tarry in Year 9 who leads the way in the whole school
with over 800 questions answered correctly, well done to you all.
Our Year 10 students have commenced their studies of either Higher GCSE Mathematics with students aiming to achieve a grade 9-6 or Foundation GCSE Mathematics with students striving to
achieve a grade 5-1. Sam Hawkyard and Shubham Kumar are leading the way in using Hegarty
Maths for independent study having both answered over 300 questions correctly this term.
In Year 11, students returned from the summer and hit the ground running. There has been a real
appetite from the students to accumulate evidence of their achievement levels in case of a repeat of
the grading system from last summer. Many students have been attending additional period 0 or period 6 sessions and this helped them greatly for the first set of mock exams at the start of November.
Leah Thompson and Georgia Grain have made excellent use of Hegarty Maths answering over 400
questions correctly this term. Mr. Hills has also been running an after-school class for those students
interested in taking A-level Mathematics and Further Mathematics next year.
In Post 16 Mrs Irons and her team of teachers have supported a group of twelve Year 12 students
to prepare for their GCSE re-sit, which they sat in November. We also welcomed a new cohort of
fifteen A-Level Mathematicians and Further Mathematicians in Year 12. Mr Hills and Mrs Irons also
supports a group of seven students, three for Year 13, three from Year 12 and one from Year 11 to put
themselves forward for the U.K. Senior Maths Challenge in November. The students did exceptionally well with Jovan Ellis and Beth Lawman in Year 13, Matthew Pedwell and David Proudlove and
Oliver Masters in Year 11 all earning bronze certificates representing outstanding mathematical performances on a national level.

English
During the autumn term students in Year 7 and 8 were given the opportunity to enter our creative
writing competition on climate change. Students were asked to submit a speech arguing their
view on the impact climate is having on the environment. Please enjoy our winner’s speech!
“ This is the biggest crisis humanity has ever faced. This is not something you can like on Facebook.” This is a quote by Greta Thunberg.
I feel the same as Greta Thunberg. We must all change our ways now to save our world- for us
and for future generations.
Some of you may be wondering what all this means? It is simple - climate change is the process
of our planet heating up! Climate change describes a change in temperature and rainfall over a
long period of time. Scientists know the Earth’s surface is warming up and are very concerned
about this.
This change in temperature is having a big impact on the health of plants, animals and people! So
what can we do to help?
Burn less fossil fuels - such as oil and gas, as this will lessen the ‘greenhouse effect’. We must
stop deforestation. We must stop chopping down trees. Forests absorb huge amounts of carbon
dioxide and release oxygen back into the air. This will give us fresher air to breathe.
The way we all behave means we are releasing a huge amount of harmful gases into the Earth’s
atmosphere. This affects life all over the world. Polar animals are at risk because the Artic sea
ice is melting at a shocking rate. Animal homes in the rainforests are under threat because their
habitat is cut down and droughts cause more bushfires which threaten life.
Climate change also affects us humans in many ways. For example, farming in developing countries is facing higher temperatures, increased rain, flood and droughts. This makes growing crops
very difficult, especially tea. The changing climate will make our weather more extreme and unpredictable and it will be difficult to cope and adapt to this.
How can we help prevent climate change? We can help by using energy saving light bulbs, walking more, turning off electrical items when not in use, recycling, reducing and reusing. All these
little things will make a difference.
The climate is changing - so why aren’t we? Our future world is in our hands!
Say no to climate change - protect our future!
Be cool - STOP CLOBAL WARMING
By Jack Waldron
Class 7i

Developments in Design and Technology
We have had builders in for this first term who have been working hard on two state fo the art
rooms for a new Textiles Studio (where the old food room was), and a new Food Studies Kitchen, which is massive, with big windows and beautiful views out over Carlton! We can’t wait to be
handed the keys in a few weeks and our students will be in there after Christmas. This is going to
be an amazing space for learning!

Year 8 International cuisine cooking
In Food Technology Year 8 have been working on an international cuisine project finding out about
food culture and dishes related to a country they have chosen. Well done to Jared, Katie-May and
Patrik for great effort in the project and creating some delicious dishes.

Cooking at home
Well done to the following students who have been cooking at home for the last 10 weeks during
rotation 1. We know this is difficult due to our brand new kitchen being built as you read this, but it
will really help you in your skills and independence.
Year 7 - Max Hall - 7C, Eleanor Blackham - 7A, Lillian Cully - 7A and Lewis Gilding - 7H
Year 8 - Evie Elouardi - 8D, Riley Hibbitt - 8J, Kyle Young - 8D and Ethan Swaap - 8I
Some shout outs for excellent effort in Food Studies (despite no practical and A LOT of theory!)
Brooke Machin- Smith - 7H, Harvey Hazeldine - 7B, Anna-Maria Atak - 7I, Ming Wai NG - 7A, Louie
Carney - 8D, Freya Stubbs - 8B
Well done all!

Mrs Williams wanted to say a massive well done to the following students for fantastic progress being
made and excellent outcomes in their recent mock examination:Lana Gull , Kacie Shaw, Maddison Keetch and Charles Simm. Well done!
GCSE Design and Technology
Our GCSE students in both Year 10 and 11 have been working hard on their NEA coursework and are
making some excellent progress. Unfortunately, we are not allowed to share images of their work but a
few special mentions go to: Year 11 - Freddy Wrightson, Matthew Howis, Riley Casement, Dominik Tiskevic, Mathew Weston,
Marsel Alibashi, Daniel Grainge, Isaac Walkinshaw. It’s also no surprise these students also achieved
excellent mock exam results!
Year 10 – Liam Brimacombe, James Bowyer and Sam Hawkyard on their work on their NEA.
A Level Design and Technology
All our A level have worked hard throughout lockdown and into this year, with some shout outs going
to: Year 13 – Tom Gregson for effort, Freya Rook for perseverance, Joel Norton Johnson for resilience and
problem solving and Tyler Mills for coming in on his free periods to prototype and work on solutions.
Year 12 – Have been working on a solution to help sufferers of Arthritus when brushing their teeth and
have come up with some really impressive solutions!

Engineering
Huge congratulations for progress and effort in Engineering to Luke Buckle, Jenson Sheppard and
George Snarr.

Upcycling Inter-House Competition
We are excited to announce the next big D&T Inter-House competition that is open to all students
including Post 16.
The challenge is to upcycle something, basically take something old and give it a new lease of life.
Mr Mears has been in touch with TV presenter and former successful Dragons Den contestant Max
McMurdo who has offered to guest judge the winners.
Max McMurdo is a designer, author and TV presenter, you may recognise his creations from shows
such as BBC’s Dragons’ Den, CH4’s Amazing Spaces, Fill your house for free, Find it, Fix it, Flog it,
Mortgage Free on Netflix, Nat Geo’s Machine Impossible and ITV’s 10k Holiday Home. Most recently
Max has been working with Discovery to film Cash in the spare room and the Weekend Workshop.

www.maxmcmurdo.co.uk
The D&T Team and Max are excited to see what our students can come up with!
To enter simply upcycle something, take a photo with the product and some photos making the
product or upcycling the product and email entries to d.mears@theacademycarlton.org

PE
Year 7 Netball Club
Netball club has proven to be very popular with the Year 7 girls, numbers have risen from just
severn students at the first session to twenty-eight attending before lockdown!
So far, the students have covered several basic skills of the game including footwork, shooting and
passing. They have looked at the different playing positions and played a full game in at least one
position on the court.
Hopefully after Christmas we can start to play more games and recruit even more students. If you
haven’t played the game before and would like to have a go, please come to training after school.
You can watch a variety of international and league netball matches on YouTube to improve your
knowledge of the game whilst we are waiting for it to return!
Miss Malone

Year 7 Football Club
Football club has also proven to be extremely popular this year. We have regularly seen 50-60 students take part in the sessions.
With so many students wanting to take part we have put on multiple small sided matches where the
students have been able to choose which game to take part in. Students have done really well to
collaborate with their team mates and play some excellent football.
Football club is open to all Year 7’s so come along and enjoy yourselves!
Mr Lockwood

Extra-Curricular clubs 2021
We are opening up after school clubs to all years in the new year. There will be various clubs such
as basketball, netball, football and cheerleading so look out for the timetable and check on the website. If there is a sport you wanted to do but isn’t currently being run, then hopefully we can add that
later in the year. We also plan to do some Inter-House events.
Watch this space!

Sports Ties 2020
The PE department were excited to award several sports ties to students in Years 9 and 10 for their
excellent contributions to PE over the last few years. The students were awarded sports ties for a
number of contributing factors, such as attitude in lessons, commitment to sport (both inside and
outside of school), academic achievements in GCSE and BTEC, as well as voluntary sports leader
work.
A massive congratulations to the following students who have earned a Sports Ties this year:
Sam, Liam, Abigail, Amy, Brad, Sara and Cody (photos in order below)

Social Science
What a start to the year! We would like to welcome our new Health and Social Care and Child
Development teacher, Miss Carlin, to the Social Science team. Miss Carlin has thrown herself
into the teaching of her classes and we would like to thank the students for making her feel
so welcome. Miss Carlin teaches on the L2 and L3 courses in the department and will also be
teaching some Sociology.
We are very proud of the successes of our most recent Year 13 students, many of whom went
on to study Social Science related courses at university. Maddie Swann went on to study Child
Nursing at Sheffield Hallam, Chloe Sills is now studying Health and Social Care at Nottingham
Trent University, Fizza Khan went on to study Radiography at Derby University, Millie Haw is
pursuing a career in Mental Health Nursing at the University of Nottingham and Jamie Charles
is now at Cambridge University studying Psychology and Behavioural Sciences.
Our Level 2 Child Development students have made a very positive start to the new school year
by preparing for and sitting the exam element of the course. We look forward to receiving their
results in December. We have more students than ever choosing to do our subjects at A Level
and Level 3 and w are excited to see so many students in the sixth form taking up Social Science subjects.

Science
We have been lucky enough to have three of our laboratories refurbished, with new gas
facilities, fume cupboards and interactive whiteboards to enhance learning in Science. Our
new laboratories will allow us to teach practical experiments more often, providing exciting
opportunities for students.
Year 12 Physics Experiment
In the next term we will be celebrating British Science Week. This will involve learning about
famous Scientists in our lessons, as well as a Science themed quiz and treasure hunt! There will
also be an Inter-House Science Poster competition for you to enter, win points for your House
and earn a stamp on your loyalty card.
We are looking forward to starting up Year 7 Science club and we have prepared a thrilling program of activities to get involved in. We will be running revision sessions for Key Stage 4 in the
next term to prepare us for the summer examinations.

Modern Foreign Languages
This half term we have celebrated two special days: European Day of Languages and Hispanic
Day.
For European Day of languages, celebrated on the 26th of September, Year 7 and Year 8 had a
session during their language lesson where they were able to find out about a range of European languages, and discover the importance of learning additional languages.
They were given some factual information about language learning across Europe and compared it to their languages experience within The Carlton Academy.
Linked to this celebration students have had the opportunity to enter a national competition
designing a T-shirt that promotes this special yearly celebration.
If they are successful within the school their design will get entered nationally with the chance
of having their T-shirt made and it becoming the official T-Shirt for 2020.
For Hispanic Day, celebrated on the 12th October, students across the school learnt about what
it stands for and how it is celebrated through the assembly programme delivered in tutor time.
Linked to this assembly students had an Oracy task and a DEAR time task.
During the Oracy task they asked to discuss the importance of celebrating a range of festivals
and learning languages using the ‘Quality Talk’ criteria used at TCA to develop students speaking skills.
The reading task further enhanced their knowledge of this celebration with some extra detailing
of who Christopher Columbus was and what he did to ensure Hispanic Day is celebrated. Year
7 and Year 8 had a range of tasks in different subjects related to European Day of Languages
which developed the knowledge of Hispanic culture and society which included; songs, plays,
vocab learning, Spanish sports, readings tasks and many more.
Within the languages department we highly value the opportunities for students to learn about
the wider aspects of language learning, and looking at these cultural elements really helps elevate their understanding and enthusiasm for the subject.

Music
What a strange term this has been! With no extra-curricular activities happening, the
music department has been unusually quiet. This is normally the time of year when
students across all year groups are getting prepared for the end of term Christmas
concerts and events. However, we are not letting COVID get the better of us and
we will still have some festivities, even if there are virtual! At present there are some
students preparing performances which will be filmed at home and then shared
across school in the final week of term. There may even be a staff song – watch this
space!
We are hopeful that there will be some music clubs launching in the new year and
these will be aimed at Year 11 students as our first priority. We are also hoping to get
some singing back at Carlton and are looking at possibilities for singing to happen
after school.
In the classroom we have been exploring Programme Music with Year 7 and The
Blues with Year 8. There have been some excellent performance pieces made and
it is really pleasing to hear music being played in the department again. Long may
it continue! The Year 9 students have made a superb start to their GCSE course
by starting with popular music conventions. Year 10 and 11 are very busy working
through the coursework elements of the course too.
We have been able to get some instrumental lessons happening again this term,
however, this is currently only for Years 10 and 11. I am hopeful that once we are able
to ease some COVID restrictions in the next term or so, that these lessons will be able
to be offered out to lower school students. If you have applied for your child to have
a lesson please do not worry – I have all application forms and will be in contact once
spaces become available.

Drama
Normally, at this time of year, I would be informing you about ‘our coming Christmas
musical production’ and relaying how ‘tickets are selling out fast’. Sadly though, this
is not the case for COVID restrictions means that we cannot do so many of the things
that are needed for a school show to happen. Still, life continues and there is some
good news to share. The new purpose-built drama studio is up and running and our
students are thriving in a space that has technical lighting and blackout curtains.
Recently our two Year 9 GCSE Drama classes performed their assessed practicals,
that were based on the play DNA, in the new space and these were of an excellent
standard.
Prior to this our Year 10 and 11 GCSE Drama classes had their devised performances pieces formally assessed in the new space. Drawing inspiration from their own
personal stories the students created dramas that sensitively dealt with a range of
social issues that ranged from ‘jealousy’ to ‘childhood bereavement’. Finally, with
a selected audience present, our Year 13 Drama students presented their devised
monologues and duologues in the new drama studio recently. These performances
drew their inspiration from the play ‘Everyman’ and all in attendance were taken aback
with the quality of acting from all of the students.
As we look forward to the future I am hopeful that all students will be able to access
the new Drama studio space outside of the normal lesson times. Plans are being made
to formulate an extra-curricular programme for Drama in the new year and we are
hopeful that some of our current crop of GCSE students will take the opportunity to
direct others and produce some scale productions themselves. Now, that would be
something to look forward to.

IT and Business
We have had a great start to the year we would firstly like to welcome our newest
member of the department Mr Khan.
This half term we introduced an all new after school programming club for our Year 7
students and it has proven to be very popular. The overall aim of this club is to inspire
and create inclusivity & diversity to ensure that Computer Science is accessible for all.
The idea behind the after school clubs is to enable students to start thinking like the
engineers of tomorrow.
A lot of Computer Science topics studied at school have a natural crossover with Mathematics and this enables students to apply and understand how Maths can be applied
to practical projects through coding. The programming club at TCA is a collection of
opportunities which enable them to get involved in coding in a fun and glamorous way
to engage and inspire them to want to get involved. The reason why we want students
to learn to code is because of the ever growing STEM area which is an underdeveloped
area nationwide. The reason for this is that there are not enough skilled programmers
and so teaching our students to think and code at an early age will equip them to find it
easy to access these roles in the future. We have been looking at Scratch to start with
and the students work has been fantastic. Keep coding TCA!

Uniform and Behaviour Expectations:
A big thank you to all students whom have started this very unusual year with respect and determination to succeed. Uniform on the whole this term has been very good, many students are
arriving daily in correct uniform and ready to learn. A few students are wearing fashion trainers,
and I would like to remind all, that trainers are not a part of our uniform. If there are issues with
footwear, please contact your tutor or Head of House.
Behaviour on the whole is very good. Students are working hard in each lesson, developing
their own learning skills and acquiring new knowledge and understanding. We have had to
make some slight changes to our Trust’s behaviour policy (that be can found on the website)
due to current circumstances with Covid-19. Our high expectations for all students remain the
same and we are looking forward to celebrating student achievement next term.

Library
Accelerated Reader 2020-2021
What an incredible start to Accelerated Reader for this academic year. With all of Year 7 and 8 taking
part I have been blown away by the dedication and determination of the students especially due to
the difficult start when they weren’t able to be in the Library but now they’re all back and reading and
quizzing in earnest.
We currently have eight Accelerated Reader word millionaires. Ellie Crook, Tamzin McLaughlin, Raffy
Hutton and Harley Attwood in Year 7 and Mihai Cancu, Freya Drage, Alex Truong and Iris Vasey in
Year 8. There are many more getting close to the magic number and they may already have made it
by the time you read this!
Keep it up everyone and remember that you can quiz over the Christmas and New Year break!

Bookbuzz 2020
We use BookTrust’s Bookbuzz programme as part of our induction to reading and Accelerated Reader
so it’s the perfect September starting point for us. The aim of Bookbuzz is to inspire a love of reading
through engagement with varied and high-quality books and also to support students to choose a
book they can keep.  All of our Year 7 students were extremely enthusiastic to take part and once they
had chosen their books they couldn’t wait for them to be delivered.
The most popular choice was Crater Lake by Jennifer Killick, a fast-paced, high action read full of
suspense, scares, twists and turns.
Reading makes a huge impact on children’s well-being, empathy and creativity and here at The Carlton Academy we actively encourage our students to read for pleasure.

Year 7 Book Club
We had a fun filled and busy few weeks at Year 7 Book Club with over forty students at each of our
sessions before the second lockdown stopped us in our tracks!
During this time though we managed to look at several books and take part in lots of activities
based on them. The first was ‘ The Winterborne Home for Vengeance and Valour’ by Ally Carter. We
watched a video of Ally talking about and reading from her book and then we designed our very
own mystery houses – everyone went away from this session with their own ‘ Winterborne Home for
Vengeance and Valour’ bookmark courtesy of The Reading Agency.
At our next session we looked at ‘Shoe Wars’ the new book by Liz Pichon who is the author of the
Tom Gates series. Everyone received a sample ‘Shoe Wars’ booklet (thank you Scholastic Publishers) and then went on to design their own unique pair of shoes – not sure you could actually walk in
any of them though!
We then looked at ‘ The Last Kids on Earth’ books which are also a hugely popular series on Netflix.
We had a reading from the first book, watched some of the trailers for the Netflix series and then
created some truly gruesome zombies. We had a laugh when we checked out our names on the
Last Kids on Earth name generator. ‘Stale Slime’, ‘Spotted Eggs’ and ‘Elbow Brains’ you know who
you are!
Over the three sessions that we have held so far, the students were also introduced to our new
‘Book Penpal’ Bex Hogan. Bex has written the hugely popular ‘Isles of Storm and Sorrow’ trilogy and
we had a reading from ‘ Viper’ – the first in the series and also listened to a letter that she had written to us where she recommended lots of fabulous books for our students to read.
They then each wrote Bex a postcard telling her what they were reading and asking questions
based on her books and on being an author. I have since had some individual responses to these
that I am looking forward to sharing with our Year 7s once book club is up and running again.

The Redhill Academy Trust Book Award 2020-2021
The shortlist for The Redhill Academy Trust Book Award has been announced with five award
categories up for grabs. All students in Years 7 and 8 across the Trust will vote in January on the
following three categories:
- Favourite front cover
- Favourite first line
- Favourite blurb
A small group of Year 7 students are reading, discussing and reviewing them in depth here at
The Carlton Academy and will then get the tough decision to vote on their favourite character
and the favourite overall book. These votes will then be added up with the votes from all of our
other Trust schools and we will have an event in March 2021 when all the winners will be announced.
Follow us on Twitter @TCA_LRC #RHATBA to see what we get up to between now and then.

Artists of the Month for September: Year 12 Art
We’ve welcomed Year 12 Artists back with a programme of workshops to refresh, build on and expand
skills and confidence. They have been exploring scale, mixed media, mark making, textured grounds
and printing with some amazing outcomes.
We began with an A1 self-portrait, ridding the paintbrush and investigating finger and hand painting,
influenced by the American Photorealist painter Chuck Close. Out of their comfort zones, taking creative risks, they’ve made a fabulous start to A Level study.
They are also currently working on a personal
project in their own time and we’re looking
forward to see how these develop.
Well done all.

Artist of the Month for October: Year 13 Art & Photography
Year 13 Fine Artists and Photographers, most of whom shown excellent commitment throughout lockdown, have returned to study with clear ambition.
They have been working hard on their related study linked to their personal investigation, understanding the importance of the on-going development and refining process.
Knowledge and understanding of the work of studied artists and Photographers is clear. In Art,
students have produced some really accomplished recreations of work, investigating style and finish
with confidence and sophistication.
In Photography, students have been
concentrating on that choreographed image,
with some exploring the macro mode and
figurine placement to create imaginary
miniature worlds.
This display of work really celebrates their
mastery of skills- Wow!

Artwork by C. Selby, L. Weaver & H. Houshyari. Photography by C. Selby, L. Weaver & J. Needham

International Artist Day 25th October
Art has always been an important part of the human experience. International Artist Day is a dedicated
day to celebrate the incredible world of Art and the incredible impact that art has on us and the world
around us. One of the Curriculum/Inter House competitions for the autumn term was to celebrate the
works of a favoured artist, past or present, with a creative recreation of their work.
We saw many entries and wish to commend
all who took part.
A very tough decision but eventually,
O. Carrol in Year 8 was crowned the winner.
Well done all.

Artists of the Month for November: Year 9 Artists and Photographers
A great start to the GCSE courses for Year 9. Fine Artists have been developing recording skills, using a
range of media, most recently investigating white on black with striking outcomes, further refined with
crayon.
Photographers have been
introduced to the wonders
of Adobe Photoshop and
are enjoying developing
creative ideas with
image manipulation.
Very impressed.
Well done all.

Artist of the Month for December: Year 10 Photographers
Wow Year 10! lets share a sample of some of the imaginative and seamless experimental photography
you have been creating. Look at these incredible outcomes following thoughtful execution. Well planned
and composed to achieve accomplished storytelling imagery. We cannot wait to see how innovative you
can go! Continue the great work.

Super work all . Very well done from the Art team; H. Dyer-Ince. N. Hodgkinson, R. Slack & N. Topham

December 2020 Arts Award
Things may not be quite the same but we still can still dance and act our troubles away!
Miss Williams and Miss Winfield would like to say a huge well done to our Year 9 Arts Award students who have adapted brilliantly to the new adjustments in order to be able to continue with practical in Dance and Drama sessions.

The students have been delivering their own skill share sessions and it has been a pleasure to see
them step out of their comfort zone and lead their own session. It looks like we have some teachers
in the making!
Miss Williams would also like to say a big well done to all the students that took part in Year 7 Dance
club before the second lockdown came in.

Although we only had a few weeks the students picked up choreography and were able to Dance it
independently in no time.
Miss Williams is looking forward to be able to continue with Dance sessions in the new year.
In the meantime, look out for different ways to keep dancing!

Opportunities Programme
The TCA OPPORTUNITIES Programme is designed to complement and enhance the already
outstanding provision and offers ‘something for everyone’. We strongly believe that the wider
curriculum is an essential part of each students learning and offers our students the chance to
learn about life in its broadest context; its challenges and opportunities, how to respond to occasional disappointments through developing resilience. As such, we place huge importance
on extra-curricular and personal development within the ethos of our academy, ensuring the
right balance between academic outcomes and development of the whole individual.
As a staff, we do all we can to encourage and celebrate participation in as wide a range of
opportunities and these are recorded and celebrated within the academy.
All the opportunities we provide, add significant value to the education and experiences of
young people and allow adults to work with them in a variety of activities and experiences
which foster strong relationships of trust.
The programme for the Spring Term – starting in January - is being rolled out to students this
week during assembly time. Before the end of term, students will be bringing home a timetable
of activities, this will also be found on the website. Please look at the opportunities on offer
and encourage and discuss with students the importance of getting involved. There really is
something for everyone!

Humanities
Politics
This has been an exciting term in the Humanities Faculty as we have launched A Level Politics. We
have been studying Government and Politics of the UK and the US. We have looked at the history, traditions and constitutions of each country and formed strong opinions on what works best.
We have thought about questions such as whether the UK should have a written constitution and
whether devolution will lead to the destruction of the UK. It has been a particularly interesting time
to be investigating American Politics with all the political change happening across the Atlantic and
the controversy over the election.
The students have really enjoyed the challenge of this new subject so far, and we have already had
some extremely lively discussions! Miss Baker and I look forward to next term where we will continue to look more deeply into the workings of the systems in each country and continue to compare,
contrast and debate.
We have also advertised the subject to the current Year 11 and would encourage anyone interested
in the subject to come and have a chat about it with us.
Miss Eglin

Geography News
This term has been a great one for Geography, with the move from the West Wing to the
new building. We are now enjoying great new surroundings; which teachers feel are already
making a great difference to lessons.
Year 7 have been recently covering Population, which has drawn great interest in light of the
pandemic. Year 8 have been covering Africa through a multitude of angles from its physical
geography to the lasting impacts of colonialism.
In Years 9-13, we have been very fortunate to offer all of our students’ new revision guides,
which will prove valuable in supporting students in their studies.
Overall, we have been very pleased with efforts of students in lessons and wish all a happy
Christmas and a restful break.

History News
We have been extremely impressed with the focus and dedication of our students from across
all students this term. Year 7s have been really engaged with our brand-new topic on crime
and punishment over time. We have been studying this to give our students an overview of
different time periods and to introduce them to lots of horrible history! Year 8s have been really
engaged whilst learning about the African slave trade and the Civil Rights Movement. They have
impressed us with their approach to these sensitive topics and participated in some excellent
discussions about which events were the most significant in leading to changes in the law and
improving the lives of African Americans. We have found it hard to select our Historians of the
Week this term which is testament to how well our Year 7 and 8 students have been doing. Well
done to any students who have won that this term. Year 9 students have been highly engaged
and motivated whilst starting the content for their GCSEs and have been learning all about the
aftermath of WW1. Year 10s have been enjoying studying Nazi Germany and the complex situation that led to Hitler coming to power. Year 11 students did well in their mocks and have now
begun their revision programme for their GCSEs.
This term has also seen us celebrate two important events – Remembrance and Black History Month. Miss Eglin produced a fantastic assembly for all tutor groups about the importance
of Black History Month and the fact that Black History is British History and British History is
Black History. All subjects taught a lesson started linked to this important theme. We were
disappointed that we couldn’t celebrate this in the way that we had planned with lots of competitions around school, but hopefully we will be able to deliver our ideas for next year. Miss
Boden also delivered an excellent assembly on Remembrance and why it is still such an important topic today.
Over the last term, Miss Baker has been running History club for our Year 7 students. She is
teaching them about American History and has taught some excellent sessions recreating the
Salem Witch Trials and asking them to write newspaper reports on a series of events in America. Joe Grainge, a Year 7 student, said that History Club has allowed him to find out some “cool
information” and that “we look forward to it after school every Tuesday”. We’re hoping to be able
to run some History Club sessions for Year 8 later on this year. From January, there will also be
some History film club opportunities for Year 9 and 10 GCSE History students where we watch
films that will provide you with the background to topics we will be studying during your GCSE.
Ask your History teacher if you would like any more information.
For all students across the school, we hope you have a lovely Christmas! If you can, try to read
a historical novel over the Christmas break - we have lots of amazing historical fiction book
recommendations displayed in each History classroom. We would love to discuss what you read
when we’re back in January!
The History Team

