
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 January 2022 

Dear Parent, 

Carlton Academy Reading Strategy  

There have been countless reports over the last ten years which have identified a students’ reading ability as 

being one of the most crucial factors in their success at both school and later in life.  Indeed, recent research 

has suggested that if a young person reads for 20 minutes a day then they would be exposed to 1.8 million 

words a year.  This is a crucial step towards a greater vocabulary and understanding of the world around them.  

Moreover, reading for pleasure has a massive impact on health and well-being, giving students the opportunity 

to find relaxation and support through the books that they read. 

With this in mind, we wanted to remind you about both our reading strategy and your role in supporting your 

child to engage with this.  All students in Year 7 and 8 have a dedicated reading lesson once a week.  The vast 

majority do this in the library using Accelerated Reader.  For those who need to develop their reading skills 

further, this time is used for support with reading development.  In addition, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 read 

for 15 minutes every day and all students in all year groups read for 20 minutes once a week in tutor.  We are 

committed to ensuring that all students leave The Carlton Academy as proficient readers, which is why we invest 

so much curriculum time to achieve this. 

In support of this, we expect that all students bring their reading books to school every day.  We kindly ask that 

you remind them of this and ensure that it is in their bag before they leave in the morning.  Students in Years 7 

and 8 will be issued books through their Accelerated Reader lessons.  Other students should bring a book from 

home.  We have an amazing and well-stocked Library so if students have read all of their books at home, they 

are encouraged to borrow a book from us. 

We also want to encourage reading at home.  By encouraging your child to read for 15 minutes every day at 

home, even to you, you will also support in their reading development and support them to be successful 

learners.  I have included a Top Ten Tips sheet with this letter giving some suggestions about how you can 

support your child’s reading development at home.  A copy of the assembly I delivered to students this week 

can be found https://youtu.be/EduchHMT8F4 for your perusal.  

Thank you for your continued support and specifically your support with this drive for both improving reading 

ages and developing a love of reading.  Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 

g.hillyard@theacademycarlton.org. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr G Hillyard  
Deputy Headteacher 

https://youtu.be/EduchHMT8F4

