
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 April 2016 

 

Dear Parent 

Update from Mr Pierpoint 

With the summer term now underway I would like to take a few moments to update you on a 

few areas of Academy life and ask for your support in a small number of specific aspects. 

Assemblies 

On Tuesday I took assemblies with Years 7-10 and discussed the many areas of Academy life 

that I am delighted with. These included the recent Inter-House events such as Carlton’s Got 

Talent, Bake Off, World Book Day, Sports Relief, Gedling Youth Council elections, House logo 

competition, Golden Grove and the fantastic progress that is being made in the classroom. 

There is much to celebrate every day and I am very proud of everyone who works hard and 

makes such a great contribution to our school. In my assembly, I also talked about how we want 

more students to take part in representing their House and have pride in their contribution and 

how we shall be holding House Awards Evenings at the end of the year which will include giving 

out special ties and House Colours for those who make these contributions. 

I also talked about a few things we will be improving in the next few weeks and which I would 

like your support on please: 

1. Phones – these should not be out in school at any time unless a member of staff asks a 

student to use them for a specific reason. Whilst the majority follow this simple rule and 

spend time working hard and socialising verbally with their peers in social time, a 

minority are having to be asked to put them away, especially during the social time. I 

have told staff and students that we will confiscate phones that are seen without any 

prior warning if they are seen out when they should not be. 

2. Energy drinks (including Lucozade) - these are not allowed in school and should not be 

seen at any time. These fluids often contain very high levels of sugar or caffeine and are 

not part of a healthy balanced diet and can cause erratic behaviour. If students are seen 

with these items they will be confiscated and thrown away. 

3. Equipment - I thank everyone who ensures that their child comes to school with 

equipment for learning. We ask that every student has at least one black or blue pen, 

one pencil and a ruler every day – time lost in lessons providing equipment distracts 

from teaching and learning time. We are currently working with the School Council to  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. look at providing a shop for basic school equipment, run by students for students. Next 

week, we will be undertaking an equipment check at various points in the week and I 

politely ask you to ensure your child has the basic equipment every day. 

Parent Workshop and online Payments 

The next Parent Workshop will take place in the lovely Dining Room on Wednesday 11 May 

2016 between 6 and 7pm. This will be a workshop that focuses on the following: 

1. Samples of the food on offer every day in the Dining Room – a free feed! 

2. A chance to ask questions about the food offer in school 

3. A chance to make suggestions on what you feel would be an ideal menu for your child in 

school and how we can further improve the offer and experience of a nutritious and 

varied menu 

In order for this workshop to run successfully, we need to have confirmation of numbers to 

ensure enough food is cooked. You are asked to return the reply slip below to Student 

Reception no later than Friday 29 April 2016. Parents and students are both welcome to come 

to this event together. You can also phone to book a place for the workshop or email us at 

office@theacademycarlton.org 

In February, I wrote to inform you that we will be introducing an online payment facility for a 

wide range of things including trips and catering. We are now working with the product 

providers to set this system up and to have it ready for September 2016. We had originally 

hoped to have this ready before then. However, I feel that undertaking thorough testing and 

training will help ensure that a September launch goes very smoothly for everyone concerned. I 

thank you for your patience in this matter. 

Over the next few weeks I will write to you with details about forthcoming events and activities 

as we look ahead to what I know will be an excellent summer term filled with outstanding 

academic progress and enrichment. 

Many thanks for your on-going support. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Richard Pierpoint 
Head Teacher 
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Parent / Carer workshops – Summer Term 2016 
 
I would like to attend the workshop below: 
 

Date 
Number of people attending (students are 

welcome to attend with their parents) 

Wednesday 11 May 2016 from 6 till 7pm  

 
Name of Student: ________________Parent signature: ________________ Date: ___________ 

 
Please hand this reply slip into Student Reception ASAP and no later than Friday 29 April 2016 

 
 


