
 

 

25 April 2022 

Dear Parent 

Updates from recent parent and student survey and site developments 

I hope that you had a good Easter break, it was very pleasing to see so many children who are taking 

examinations this summer attend the revision sessions held during the holidays. We are working hard 

to ensure every student is ready and focused on their examinations which start in May. A further letter 

will be sent out shortly to year 11 and 13 in relation to leavers’ arrangements, all students should be 

in school during their examination period. 

Attendance and testing for COVID 19 

Testing is no longer required. All students and staff should now be in school unless they are unwell 

and unable to attend school for this reason. 

Student and parent survey 

In the week before the break, we asked parents and students to complete a survey which asked 

questions around a wide number of aspects of school life. Thank you to the many hundreds of people 

who took time to contribute. As we have said in previous communications, the disruptions of the 

pandemic have caused massive challenges for students, staff and the running of schools. Our recent 

survey was sent to capture views on what you feel is working well and what you feel we need to 

improve further as part of the reopening of school and the recovery from the pandemic. I have 

detailed below the summary outcomes from the survey and actions that are being taken in areas that 

were identified as requiring further improvements. 

Focus 
Positive 

response 
percentage 

Actions 

Happiness of 
child in school 

85% 
Identify those children not happy and look to further support 
them individually 

Children feeling 
safe in school 

90% 
Identify children whose parents say do not feel safe and 
support individually as required 

Making sure 
children behave 

in school 
86% 

Identify from student survey areas of school where children 
feel this is not as strong and further monitor, challenge and 
support staff and students as required 

Dealing with 
issues of 
bullying 

88% 
Further work with respondents who identify as having been 
bullied and who feel issues have not been resolved. 

Concerns dealt 
with properly by 

the school 
80% 

Review communications model where concerns are raised 
that are not formal complaints but require a personalised 
response from staff at any level. 



 

Support for 
SEND children 

85%` 

Appointment of new SENDCO, Miss Coleman from Easter 
2022 and increased capacity in the SEND team to further 
support contact, partnership and support for young people 
with identified SEND. 

Awareness of 
work studied 
and progress 

made 

83% 

Updates to follow on website on curriculum coverage 
changes, evening events to restart for parents as face to face 
events based on recent on line and face to face trial events. 
Parents of children in Year 7 to be offered a specific evening 
event around curriculum and reporting due to poor 
attendance at on line event earlier in the year. 

Wider 
opportunities 
outside of the 

curriculum 

96% 

Maintain current offer and further work with children who 
do not yet attend at least one weekly enrichment event 
through their tutor and contact with child from House team 
and support from home. This will be further highlighted in 
work on Pledges in the summer term. 

Careers 
Education 
Advice and 
Guidance 

85% 

Further review the breadth of guidance given and the impact 
of lost contact in the pandemic in order to catch up and 
ensure all students in Years 9-13 have received support and 
advice as necessary. 

Suitability of 
homework 

87% 
Undertake a further audit of homework set, its purpose and 
impact on raising student confidence, skills and knowledge to 
improve outcomes 

Leadership of 
the school 

85% 
Review individual feedback where this was not positive to 
identify further actions to be taken where appropriate. 

Facilities 80% See below. 

PSHE wider 
curriculum 

82% 

We are currently reorganising the way we deliver PSHE and 
Relationships and Sex Education in order to give more time 
and ensure we cover all areas in depth and have time for 
student discussions and questions. This will also enable more 
time to be spend in Tutor time on other vital aspects of 
school such as inter-house events and oracy. 

Recommend the 
school to 

another parent 
90% 

Identify negative responses and action to respond where 
necessary in order to further support partnership with 
families. 

 

We are pleased with the outcomes and helpful feedback from the survey and will be further discussing 

this with students in due course. This will also be shared at the next Local Academy Board meeting 

and governors will monitor the work of the leadership team in their strategic areas. 

Facilities 

You will be aware that we have made a significant investment into the school site in the last four years, 

this totals in excess of £4 million. It was our intention to complete further refurbishment in art, music 

and toilets for students last academic year, however, the pandemic caused significant disruption to 

the supply of materials and availability of contractors. However, I am pleased to inform you that during 

the summer months of 2022 we will be: 

1. Refurbishing the music department with two new classrooms and enhanced practice spaces 

2. Refurbishing Art 3 into a larger classroom for all groups to use along with the kiln room for 

ceramics 



 

3. Refurbishing the student and staff toilets in the music department along with a complete 

refurbishment and expansion of toilets in maths and English. This work in maths and English 

will see a doubling in the number of cubicles for students and will be an open plan design as 

in the new building. There will identified toilets for female, male and gender-neutral cubicles. 

Both sets of toilets will have a central hand washing area. This work will see both easier access 

to student toilets for the increased number of students in school and provide completely 

private individual cubicles and very well supervised spaces. 

Vapes 

These are completely banned in school. In recent months, schools have reported an increase in the 

number of incidents involving these items in school. We have experienced a small number of issues 

and have dealt with them accordingly. The recent student survey highlighted this as a concern and as 

a response we have increased staff monitoring of these spaces and limited the number of students 

permitted into these spaces. No more than four students should be in toilets at one time and anyone 

found to be in possession or with people using vapes shall be sanctioned with a formal exclusion from 

school. Everyone has the right to use a toilet, we will not allow a tiny minority of students to make this 

unpleasant for others in any way. Your support with this is very much appreciated, we will be 

undertaking random checks every week in school. 

I hope that this letter helps keep you informed around how we use feedback from parents and 

students and the actions being taken to further improve our work. Thank you for your ongoing 

support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Richard Pierpoint 

Executive Head 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


