
19 March 2020 
 
Dear Parent 
  
Partial closure of school due to Coronavirus – commencing Monday 23 March 2020 
  
As you will be aware, the Government has announced that all schools will partially close as 
part of the Coronavirus outbreak. We are writing to you in respect of the steps being taken 
now to support continued learning for all students at this time. I will be taking assemblies 
with all students who are in school on Friday to help support them and answer questions that 
they may have. 
  
The academy uses Show My Homework as a tool for setting work outside of the school day. 
We will be using this tool as follows for your child during this period of closure: 
  

1. Teachers will set learning for students that they would usually teach each day using 
Show My Homework – this will include a description of the work to be done and all 
associated resources and guidance. It is expected that all students will do this work at 
home as normal. Year 7 to 9 have been given an exercise book in which to do this 
work. Year 10 and 11 students have been given their school books for use at home. 
We very much appreciate your support as a parent in engaging your child with the 
work being set by our staff at this time. If your child has not been in school recently 
and therefore does not have their books it is not possible for them to collect these 
from school at this time. 

2. Staff will endeavour to set work throughout this time. We will monitor this situation 
to the best of our ability. 

  
The email addresses for Heads of Department, Heads of House and our safeguarding, exams 
and Office teams have been published on our website in order for some contact to be made 
in the event of issues with work being done or any other specific issues or questions that you 
need to raise with the school. We have also put information about local and national support 
services available to families on our website. We will endeavour to monitor any incoming 
emails or voice messages as much as possible and get back to you wherever possible. We will 
continue to communicate to you through our website and email / text systems for major 
updates that you need to know. All updates on our website in relation to school closure will 
be via the news flash item on the front page of our site. 
  
School is closed to all apart from students who are attending at their parents request as 
identified key workers and who have completed the online form sent today. This list will be 
monitored daily for new students whose parents work in these sectors and wish to send 
students to school. If you meet these criteria, your child will be able to attend school from no 
later than 8:45 to 15:00 each day (with site open to students from 8:30 and until 16:00 if 
students need to stay on site after end of lessons). A modified timetable will be put in place 
for children in school. Students coming into school for these reasons will need to bring their 
books for all lessons that day and their PE kit.  A school break and lunch service will be 
provided as normal for all students in school and students should be in normal full school 
uniform. 



 
Information in relation to the provision of free school meals for children who are not in school 
will be updated through the course of next week. For the week commencing 23 March to 27 
March any students who are eligible for free school meals are able to come into school from 
12:00 to 12:30 only to have a meal provided in the Dining Room. We are currently exploring 
other ways to provide support to students who receive free meals after 27 March via local 
retailers to help give both support and flexibility. 
 
We ask that you do not try to contact us by telephone unless there is an emergency situation 
as we cannot guarantee phones will be staffed at all times.  We ask that you use email, 
wherever possible as you first point of contact. The school Office email - 
office@theacademycarlton.org will be monitored as will the inbox for the school text 
messaging system. We have also published, on our news flash section of the website, contact 
numbers of local support services for you to access should you need to do so. 
  
We will be reviewing arrangements both through the guidance from the Department for 
Education and in line with our own plans as they evolve. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for your support in this challenging time. My thoughts are very much with you 
and your families and I look forward to us being able to reopen as normal as soon as we are 
advised to do so. 
 
Mr Pierpoint 
 
Executive Head 
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