
 

 
 
 

08 October 2019 

Dear Parent 

Nominations for Parent Governors 

The governing body of your school has three vacancies for parent governor positions and is looking for 
parents who are interested in this role and who have children at the school. The term ‘parent’ relates to any 
person who has ‘parental responsibility’ as defined by the Section 576 of the Education Act 1996. If you have 
any queries about your eligibility as a parent, please contact the Headteacher for further advice. 

In accordance with the School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2007 and 2012, an elected 
member of the Local Authority (LA) or school staff who are paid to work at the school for more than 500 hours 
in any consecutive twelve-month period are not eligible for election or appointment as parent governors. 
However, they can vote in parent governor elections if they are parents of children attending the school and 
can be governors at another school. 

Governing bodies are responsible for a wide range of matters which come under three main headings: 
Strategic Direction; Support Monitoring and Evaluation; and Ensuring Accountability. Duties include 
management of the school budget, school effectiveness, preparation for Ofsted inspection and involvement 
in a variety of personnel and student issues. In your role as a school governor, you will be supported in these 
duties by other experienced members of the governing body, the Headteacher, clerk to the governors and 
through the Trust. 

The governing body works together as a group, meeting at least three times per year. If you are thinking of 
standing as a governor, remember that you will need to attend a minimum of three meetings a year, plus 
committee meetings during each term. As a governor, you will normally hold office for a period of four years, 
even if your child leaves the school during this time. You can, however, resign from the governing body at 
any time. 

Parents from ethnic minorities and with disabilities are generally under-represented on school governing 
bodies in the County. The school would like to encourage nominations from under-represented groups in our 
community. 

All new and re-appointed school governors are required to complete a declaration of eligibility form. 

If you would like to be nominated as a parent governor, you need to: 

a. Check that you are eligible by reading the enclosed eligibility criteria. 
b. Once you are satisfied that you are eligible to become a governor please complete the nomination form. 



 

 

c. If you wish, you could include a statement, up to 80 words, about yourself and why you would like to 
become a governor. You do not have to complete this section, but if you don’t you may put yourself at a 
disadvantage if there is an election. All words over 80 will be deleted and not used in the election process. 
d. Each nomination must be received at the school by 10.00 am on Thursday 17 October 2019. 
 
It should be sealed in an envelope marked ‘Nomination for Parent Governor’ and may be delivered by hand, 
sent with your child, or by post to the school. Electronic nominations must be returned to 
s.wall@theacademycarlton.org . A sealed ballot box will be available in the main school reception for hand 
deliveries. The onus is on you to ensure that the nomination form is put in the box either by personal delivery 
or by sending it with your child. 

Your nomination should be acknowledged by the Headteacher/returning officer within two working days of 
the closing date. If you do not receive this acknowledgement, please contact the school. 

An election will be held if more nominations are received than the number of vacancies. For the purpose of 
the election, ballot papers will be sent to all parents or carers with children at the school, together with any 
details that you and other nominees have provided. This procedure will be explained to you by the 
Headteacher should an election be necessary. 

If you have any further queries about the role of parent governor, please contact us via the main telephone 
or via email to the clerk to the governors Mrs S Wall by email s.wall@theacademycarlton.org 

Yours sincerely 

Richard Pierpoint 
Executive Headteacher 
 


