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Dear Parent

Lunchtime arrangements - trial period

I hope that you had a lovely summer, it is lovely to see pupils back with us today in the academy. I will write to
you with an update very shortly, this brief letter is to make you aware of a short trial we are undertaking to
further improve the pupils' experience in the Dining Room.

Feedback from pupils is that they often find queues to be quite long at lunchtime and this is a natural
consequence of being an oversubscribed school with excellent catering facilities and a fabulous menu. What
we find each day is that the Dining Room is very busy between 12:20 and 12:45 and then mostly empty from
12:45 to the end of lunch at 1:05. The Dining Room is a lovely space and provided warmth and shelter in cold
weather as well as cool and shade in the summer months and I want to look at what we can do to give every
pupil the very best experience every day.

As a trial period, in order to reduce queue times for pupils and provide an outstanding dining experience, we
are staggering the serving times for year groups as follows for September (break time remains open to all
students as normal between 11:05 and 11:20):

• Years 7 and 8-12:20 onwards

• Years 9-11-12:35 onwards

• Post 16-available at anytime

The same food offer will be available in both of these sessions, those coming later will NOT find any limited
choice and the catering team believe that this will improve the serving times for all students. In addition, if
pupils are taking part in any extracurricular activities or revision sessions, they are able to come along at any
time as I do not wish in any way to make access to these most valuable of activities difficult.

This is a trial period and we will be consulting with pupils through feedback from Tutor Representatives and
the School Council at the end of September. We will then make decisions, with the pupil body as to whether
this trial will become normal routine or ifweshould revert back to the traditional model, which was in no way
broken but is worthy of a review.

Please can you encourage your child to try this experience and give the trial the best possible chance of being
a proper trial period that gives the whole school a chance to see how it works and make informed decisions.
We will also be asking parents for feedback as part of the trial period and consultation.

Many thanks for your ongoing support.

Yours faithfully

f-
Richard Pierpoint
Head Teacher
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