
 

Hottest Six Nations yet 

Written by Jed and Ben.  

With round 4 of the RBS Six Nations approaching, we take a look at this 

weekend’s fixtures and even the prospect of crowning the next champions. 

England vs Wales 

The upcoming games appear the most crucial yet, however, the traditional 

rivalry between title leaders England and close followers Wales promises to 

provide the ultimate entertainment for millions worldwide. After winning 

every game in the competition so far, England’s confidence is soaring through 

the roof of Twickenham, while Wales steel themselves for a battle they know 

will be immensely tough for both sides. Not only does the fixture always cause 

weeks of tension in the build-up, this year it is boosted by the fact that it will 

have a direct impact on the side that becomes the competition winner. Both 

sides have had a great start to the tournament, meaning that the result is 

highly unpredictable. 

Wales have a proven record against England, but one that was upset in last 

year’s Six Nations when England took victory at 21 points to 16 from under the 

floodlights of the Millennium Stadium, Cardiff. This year England hosts the 

world famous fixture, something that could secure an even bigger victory than 

last year. Wales move into the weekend without any major injuries, while 

England have lost hooker Jamie George as a result of a bicep injury. If, England 

win and France fail to gain points at the BT Murrayfield, then England become 

definitive champions, but if Wales win, they will surely be favourites to take 

the title. Is this the year for England to finally take a grand slam or will Wales 

repeat the feats of three years ago? 

With it being such a close call, the P.E department at The Carlton Academy 

were hopeful of an England win, but all too fearful of the Welsh side. All were 

tuning in to show their support, portraying just how big a match it is. Mark 

Whittingham (P.E teacher) couldn’t split the two sides, saying ‘It is a huge 

fixture, especially how both teams have been playing so far this year, and both 

teams have got a chance of being very successful’.  



 

 

Scotland vs France 

The battle of the blues – stuck in mid table, both teams need a win, France to 

stay within title contention and Scotland to propel themselves away from the 

bottom of the table. France has had a decent tournament so far but has failed 

to reach the form of 2010, when they took the Grand slam. It seems that 

France has been stuck in mid table for the past few years. However, they are 

still within reach of the title but will need to win at the BT Murrayfield on 

Sunday to have any chance of walking away as champions. On the other hand, 

Scotland has really struggled to find form this year and the team haven’t really 

turned up. They really need a win, not as a bid for the title as it is already out 

of reach, but to act as a boost for their confidence and to lift them from the 

lower part of the table. A huge blow to Scotland’s chances will be the loss of 

their centre Matt Scott due to injury (damage to the elbow ligament), but of 

course, they will be playing at home with the expected support of their home 

crowd. In addition, Scotland has some excellent runners in the likes of Stuart 

Hogg and Finn Russell and so they may be able to break and catch France out. 

France are looking the stronger team but it wouldn’t be a surprise if Scotland 

can pull it off - it could be really close! 

When interviewing members of staff at The Carlton Academy, it was evident 

that they were mostly expecting France to thrash Scotland, as said by Mr 

Green (teacher) who said ‘Scotland-France is an easy France win, because 

Scotland are dreadful at the moment and in a massive turmoil of losses’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.com/sport/rugby-union/35763183 

Matt Scott after receiving his injury 



 

 

Italy vs Ireland 

Unfortunately for both sides in this fixture, they’re at the bottom of the Six 

Nations table. Italy are yet to gain a point but they gave France a run for their 

money! On the contrary, Ireland forced a draw out of Wales but then 

proceeded to lose both later games. It can be said that at times, both teams 

have perhaps been unlucky. Due to the fact that neither team has a chance of 

taking 1st place, this will instead be a chance for both teams to prove their 

worth and to be able to take a positive mind-set away from the RBS Six 

Nations. For either team to take a win out of this fixture would be a colossal 

boost. As you may know, Ireland have suffered heavily with injury losses, 

something which could be the reasoning for their less successful results. Ahead 

of the game Saturday, there is concern as to whether Kearney, a key member 

of the Irish squad, will be fit enough to play. The match will be played at the 

Aviva Stadium and therefore could be heavily influenced by the support from 

the Irish home crowd. As usual, it is likely that the Italians will rely heavily on 

their strength in pack, ruck and excellence in the maul. Again, it is shaping up 

to be a great game. 

The majority of staff at The Carlton Academy believe that Ireland have it in the 

bag, though Mr Green decided to bravely predict that Italy would have the 

edge: ‘I think this is tough, I think Italy’s pack is stronger, I’m going to be bold, 

I’m gonna go for Italy over Ireland’.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


