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How to make a sketchbook.
Making yourself a sketchbook is pretty easy and the best thing is that you can choose what paper 
you would like to use and what size you would like it to be. You could use plain white paper or a 
mixture of plain, coloured and lined. You could also recycle old books, magazines or wrapping 
paper to make a cover. Here are the instructions of three different ways to make a sketchbook.



To make this simple sketchbook you need 6 pieces of A4 paper and a large elastic band or string.
First, fold your pieces of paper in half. Once you have folded them in half, tuck them inside of each other 
to make a booklet.

Finally open the booklet to the middle page and lay flat on the table. To hold all your pages together 
carefully wrap the elastic band over all the pages into the centre fold OR use some string or ribbon to 
wrap around centre fold and tie in a knot.

OR

Simple Folded Sketchbook



Simple Stitched Sketchbook

To make this simple stitched 
sketchbook you need 6 pieces of A4 
paper, an extra piece of paper for the 
cover, a ruler, a pencil and some 
cotton thread and a needle.

First, fold your pieces of paper in half. Once you have folded them in half, open 
each of the pages out and mark a small dot in the centre fold at 5cm and 15cm. 
Then use the needle to push a hole through each the dots you have made.

Next tuck all your pages inside of each other to make a booklet. Cut a long piece of 
thread and put it through the needle. Double it up and tie a knot in the end. 

From the inside of the booklet put the needle though one of the holes and through 
all the pages until you come out of the cover. Leave around 10cm of thread with the 
knot on the end in the centre of the booklet. Then put the needle through the next 
hole on the outside cover and thread through the pages until it comes out through 
the centre page again. Repeat this two more times.

You need to finish with the needle in 
the centre of the booklet. Lastly, cut 
the needle off the thread and tie it with 
the 10cm knotted end that you left.



Mini Concertina Sketchbook

To make this simple stitched sketchbook 
you need 6 pieces of A4 paper, a pair of 
scissors, a ruler, a pencil and glue stick.

First, fold your pieces of paper in half along the longest side then cut along the fold lines so that you 
end up with 6 long pieces of paper.

Measure a 2cm strip along the width of each of the pieces of paper. Fold the paper in half to this 
line and then fold the paper over on the line so that you end up with a tab on each of the folded 
pieces.

Lastly, line up each of the pages so that the tabs line up with the next then glue them together.



Create a cover or title page for your sketchbook.
Once you have made your sketchbook, you need to decorate the cover – this can be using 
whatever materials you like. If you have used some wrapping paper to cover your book then you 
should decorate the first page instead. 

I decided to use a stencil and put 
text on my cover, using different 

pens and pencils. I also have limited 
colours.

You could use paint, pencil, pen, stencils, printing, stamps, collage, 
stickers, doodles, photos…anything you like! Make it personal to 
you, your interests and a style of art you like.



  

 

 
 

 
A Level Graphic Communication 
 
  
Please find below a list of essential equipment required for A Level study in Graphic Communication. Do not worry 
if you are unable to purchase materials due to the current situation, I have listed some homemade recipes for 
creating paint which you will find on a PowerPoint titled ‘Homemade Paint’. Please aim to complete the Font task 
Projects 1 & 2 on the PowerPoint titled ‘Yr12 Transition Project’ during the months of May to July. Details are also 
listed below of a mini project to be completed during the months of July to August. This work is to support creative 
enquiry and to maintain skills which will set you in good stead for A Level study. Work should be handed in during 
the first Graphic Communication lesson in year 12. Students should spend an appropriate amount of time on each 
piece for a quality A Level finish. Rushed work will not suffice.  
 

o Purchase of essential equipment- 
               A3 Spiral-bound sketchbook 
               A2 Portfolio 
               Pack of assorted lead grade pencils 
               Acrylic paints 
               Watercolours 
               Oil paint 
               Paint brush set 
               Oil pastels 
               Chalks 

o You are to develop a mini project linked to a ‘Life in Lockdown.’ Your brief to design a powerful poster that 
will be displayed in the Museum of London to capture these unprecedented times. There will be a collection 
of objects and first-hand experiences, documenting absence and how social lives have developed digitally. 
Future generations will be able to look back and understand this ‘extraordinary time’. Your mini project 
must consist of: 

1. A selection of photographs 
2. A series of drawings (five minimum) on different scales and using various tonal media. Use the grid 

system for accuracy and work from your own photographs. 
3. Two In depth written analysis on two influential artists. Consider Michael Craig-Martin, James 

Rosenquist, Peter Phillips 
4. Two A4 recreations of your chosen artists work, exploring colour and techniques as your artists. 
5. Four media experiments in the style of your artists and on different grounds (surfaces such as 

paper, card, board etc) and also on different scales (A4, A3, A2 & A1). Be inventive with media and 
explore relief matter and mixing media for effect. Work on top of photocopies of initial drawings or 
trace from your drawings. 

6. A final piece which links successfully with all your preparation work, compositions influenced by 
your studied artists. Do consider scale and style for maximum impact. 

 
 

All work completed in class next year and at home will form part of the coursework component. In September each 
student will receive a checklist for their first major coursework project to which the mini summer project will be 
added 
  
We look forward to receiving the completed project. 
 

The Art team 

 

Erasers 
Blending stumps 
 
 



Year 12 Transition Project 1:

Using items found in the home 
or garden, you are to create a 
set of homemade fonts and 
give each a name fitting to the 
current situation of ‘Life in 
Lockdown’

Example fonts given are 
printed with black paint using 
either 4 objects or 2 objects. 



Can you also produce creative fonts from arranging 
found objects and recording each letter as a photo which 
then can compiled together like these examples.

4 objects

2 objects



Year 12 Transition Project 2:

You are to illustrate one word per letter 
of the alphabet from a children's 
dictionary

Work either A5 or A4. Consider creative 
composition like the examples given 
which includes the chosen word.

Use 3D colour blends and tones for 
impact and enhance with good line 
work.




