GCSE English Language and
Literature 2019/20
Revision and Exam Skills

100% Examination

You will sit four exams
English Language

Paper 1 = 50%
Section A:
Understanding
Literature
Fiction Texts
Section B:
Creative writing
Descriptive

English Literature

Paper 2 = 50%
Section A:
Understanding
Non-fiction texts
Section B:
Functional
Writing
–

Persuade/Argue

Paper 1 = 50%
Section A:
Macbeth,
William
Shakespeare
Section B: A
Christmas Carol,
Charles Dickens

Paper 2 = 50%
Section A:
An Inspector
Calls, J. Priestly
Section B:
Conflict Poetry,
AQA Anthology
Section C:
Unseen Poetry

Key Advice
Timing is everything – make sure you know how
much time you should spend on each question
and stick to it, even if you feel you could go on
(you can always go back if you have any spare
time at the end).

It’s still 8 months until your exam, but
time’s a ticking . . .
If your revision hasn’t started yet, it
needs to start . . .

RIGHT NOW!

Revision Tips
• Little and often – start now and do a few
minutes every day. Trying to cram the night
before is sure to stress you out.
• Read, read and read some more! The more
you read, the better you will get at quickly
decoding texts and looking for hidden
meanings.

Revision Days
Take the opportunity to get some extra revision
done, guided by a teacher.

Dates for revision days will be released soon so
look out for them!
These will take place before school, during
period six and the Easter holiday.

English Language Paper 1 – Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (50% of GCSE) – 1 Hour 45 Minutes
Section A: Reading – 45 minutes
You will be given one source to read, it will be relatively modern.

Question One – [4 Marks]
Write four facts from given lines in a text.
AO1 – Finding and interpreting information.
Question Two – [8 Marks]
Analyse a section of given text focusing on the writer’s use of language.
AO2 – Analyse language and structure achieve effects & influence readers, use of subject terminology.
Question Three – [8 Marks]
Analyse the whole text focusing on the writer’s use of structure.
AO2 – Language and structure achieve effects & influence readers, use of subject terminology.
Question Four – [20 Marks]
Read a section of given text - Given a statement designed for you to agree / disagree and argue your
points.
AO4 – Evaluate texts critically and support with relevant evidence.
Section B: Writing to Describe – 45 minutes
You will be given an image for stimulus. There will be two writing tasks – choose one to complete.
AO5 – [24 Marks – content and organisation]
Using imaginative language, appropriate tone, style, form and register for the audience and purpose
AO6 – [16 Marks – technical accuracy]
Using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures appropriately, spelling and punctuating accurately

English Language Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (50% of GCSE) – 1 Hour 45 Minutes
Section A: Reading – 45 minutes
You will be given two sources to read: 21st Century Non-Fiction and 19th Century Non-Fiction, both will have a common
theme.
Question One – [4 Marks]
Shade the boxes of four facts from given lines in a text.
AO1 – Finding and interpreting information.
Question Two – [8 Marks]
Analyse the whole of source A and B together, write a summary of the differences across the two texts.
AO1 – Finding and interpreting information. Giving relevant evidence to support your ideas.
Question Three – [12 Marks]
Analyse the writer’s use of language in a given section of source B.
AO2 – Analyse language and structure achieve effects & influence readers, use of subject terminology.
Question Four – [16 Marks]
Analyse the whole of source A and B together, comparing the writers’ views and experiences of a similar event.
AO3 – Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives across two or more texts.
Section B: Writing to Argue / Persuade or Inform – 45 minutes
You will be given a statement and asked to write a particular form, to either: argue, persuade or inform your audience
about matters regarding the issue.
AO5 – [24 Marks – content and organisation]
Using imaginative language, appropriate tone, style, form and register for the audience and purpose
AO6 – [16 Marks – technical accuracy]
Using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures appropriately, spelling and punctuating accurately

English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel (40% of GCSE) - 1 Hour 45 Minutes
Section A: Shakespeare (Macbeth) – 45 minutes
You will be given an extract and limited contextual information; answer the question and refer to the wider text, as well
as the extract.
AO1 – [12 Marks]
Reading, understanding and responding to texts, using relevant evidence from the text to support ideas.
AO2 – [12 Marks]
Analyse language, form and Structure achieve effects & influence Readers, use of subject terminology
AO3 – [6 Marks]
Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written.
AO4 – [4 Marks]
Spell and punctuate with accuracy,
Consistently use sophisticated vocabulary and sentence structures to ensure responses make sense.
Section B: Dickens (A Christmas Carol) – 45 minutes
You will be given an extract and limited contextual information; answer the question and refer to the wider text, as well as
the extract.
AO1 – [12 Marks]
Reading, understanding and responding to texts, using relevant evidence from the text to support ideas.
AO2 – [12 Marks]
Analyse language, form and Structure achieve effects & influence Readers, use of subject terminology
AO3 – [6 Marks]
Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written.

English Literature Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry (60% of GCSE) - 2 Hours 15 Minutes
Section A: Modern Text (An Inspector Calls (Drama)
You will be given two questions to choose from: answer one.
AO1 – [12 Marks]
Reading, understanding and responding to texts, using relevant evidence from the text to support ideas.
AO2 – [12 Marks]
Analyse language, form and Structure achieve effects & influence Readers, use of subject terminology
AO3 – [6 Marks]
Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written.
AO4 – [4 Marks]
Spell and punctuate with accuracy,
Consistently use sophisticated vocabulary and sentence structures to ensure responses make sense.
Section B: Poetry (seen) comparisons to unseen
You will be given two questions, answer the questions which relate to the poetry cluster you HAVE studied.
You will be given an extract from one poem and asked to compare it to another poem of your choice from the cluster
(you will not be given the other poem to compare it to).
AO1 – [12 Marks]
Reading, understanding and responding to texts, using relevant evidence from the text to support ideas.
AO2 – [12 Marks]
Analyse language, form and Structure achieve effects & influence Readers, use of subject terminology.
AO3 – [6 Marks]
Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written.

English Literature Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry (60% of GCSE) - 2 Hours 15 Minutes
Section C: Unseen Poetry Only - one given poem
There will be two questions in this section, you must answer both.
Question One – [24 Marks]
Comment on how the poet presents ideas / feelings in the poem.
AO1 – [12 Marks]
Reading, understanding and responding to texts, using relevant evidence from the text to support ideas.
AO2 – [12 Marks]
Analyse language, form and Structure achieve effects & influence Readers, use of subject terminology.
Question Two – [8 Marks]
Comment on the similarities and / or differences between two given poems.
AO2 – [8 Marks]
Analyse language, form and Structure achieve effects & influence Readers, use of subject terminology.

Advice for Parents – how can you
help?
• Encourage your son/daughter to revise ‘little
and often’, working steadily through their
revision materials.
• Look out for potential reading sources which
will help them – newspaper and magazine
articles, interesting websites etc.
• Read with them and ask them to draw out the
main points of the text for you after it has
been read.

Revision Tips
• Little and often – start now and do a few
minutes every day. Trying to cram the night
before is sure to stress you out.
• Read, read and read some more! The more
you read, the better you will get at quickly
decoding texts and looking for hidden
meanings.
• Revision guides are available in the library and
to borrow if you ask your teacher.

Help! How do I Revise for
English Language?
The activities on this poster are
designed to help you revise
independently. They are examples of
things you could do – choose the
strategies that suit you. We
recommend you complete a wide range
of them, in addition to the homework
and revision set by your teachers.
Don’t just do them once – revision is
cyclical, and you will have far greater
success returning to activities on a
regular basis – you are never really
‘done’!

Complete Practice Papers
• Ask your teacher for
these – we have lots!
• Complete under timed
conditions to practise
your time
management
• Complete more slowly
to get your ‘best
version’
• Find your own texts
and write questions to
go with them – try
writing the answers,
or swap with a friend

Use Mr Bruff

Reminder of Key Revision
Strategies
1.
2.
3.

.

Red pen, black pen
Revision clocks
Flashcards

 Create a flashcard for each
video you watch
 Use red pen/black pen to
write down everything you
know about the subject before
and after watching
 With a friend – discuss
afterwards; question each
other
 Write a set of questions after
each video and test yourself
at a later date
 Mr Bruff’s language E-Book
is available to you – use it!

Use Mr Bruff

Know those Texts!
•
•
•
•
•

Read them multiple times between now and the exam
(modern version of Macbeth available on SparkNotes
‘No Fear Shakespeare’).
Watch film versions – careful, as these aren’t always
completely true to the originals
Use red/pen/black pen to test yourself on the plot
order and characters
Tell the stories to someone at home and answer any
questions they may have
Complete flow charts of character development
throughout the text, including quotations



Watch Mr Bruff’s videos ‘little and
often’ – you could watch one every
day between now and the exam and
never watch the same one twice, so
trying to squeeze them in the night
before the exam isn’t going to work!



Make a note of which videos you’ve
watched so you don’t get confused.



Work with friends, watching
different videos and teaching each
other what you’ve learned
(educational research shows that
you remember 90% of what you
teach to others!).



Mr Bruff’s Literature E-Book is now
available – use it and complete the
activities.



Make flashcards as you watch
videos on different Literature
content

Key Revision Sites
•
•
•
•

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zr9d7ty
http://www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/english/
http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://www.getrevising.co.uk

There are some great APPs too, so have a look in your
APP store!

