
Diary Dates 
 
 4 to 12 April - Ski Trip to Italy 

 7 to 21 April - Easter holiday 

 22 April - Start of Summer 

Term 

 28 April to 6 May - French and 

Humanities trip to France 

 15 May - Years 9 and 10 

Parents‟ Evening 

 26 to 30 May - Half Term 

holiday 

 27 June - Inset Day 

 2 July - Year 12 ICT and 

Business Trip to Alton Towers 

 July - Attendance Reward Trip 

to Alton Towers (date to be 

confirmed) 

 8 July - Rising Year 7 Parents‟ 

Meeting 

 9 July - Rising Year 7 

Induction Day 

 23 July - Last day of summer 

term, return 3 September 2014 

 Follow us on Twitter @Carlton_Academy 

Introduction from Mr Pierpoint 

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter. I really hope you will take the time to 

read the excellent contributions that reflect much of the wonderful work 

which takes place in our school. 

I find it hard to believe we are close to Easter already and my first term at 

The Carlton Academy has almost finished. I would like to say a massive 

thank you to everyone in our community for their warm welcome and support 

which has made my job much easier than it would be otherwise. 

Over the last term, I have been so impressed with the attitude and dedication 

of the staff and students at our school. The purposeful atmosphere and 

positive can-do attitude of everyone is a real feature of our day to day ethos, 

and the improving results are a testimony to the impact this has on the 

futures of all our learners. 

A number of key events stand out for me this term, some of which you will 

see more about in this newsletter. Our first Parent and Carer workshops 

were held before February half term; we had a great series of events which 

showed the benefits of working together to help support the progress of all 

students. I am setting up the next series of these in June 2014 and I am 

looking for suggestions on topics for this next event that you feel would be 

helpful to Parents and Carers in further improving achievement and 

progress. Do you have any ideas? If so please send them to me via 

office@theacademycarlton.org. 

Attendance at our Parents and Carer Evenings have 

been very encouraging this term and I thank everyone 

involved for their hard work and commitment. I am told 

that the attendance at our recent Year 7, 8 and 11 

events was the best we have ever had – there is still 

work to be done on getting closer to 100% attendance 

at these events, but the progress made this term is a 

great step forward.  
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Student attendance has also continued to rise as we look to pass the 95% mark. I thank all families for their 

contributions to this vital aspect of school life and ask for on-going support and resilience in this respect. 

I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone involved in the annual Goldengrove event, which took place 

on Thursday, 13 March 2014. I was blown away by the warmth, commitment and care shown by staff, students 

and volunteers from the local community and the PTFA. Special thanks must go to Mandy Marshall for her 

tireless involvement with Goldengrove, in what was her twelfth and final year (so she says) as the event 

organiser. 

Over the past term, we have been working very hard to promote our school in the local and wider community. I 

have had the pleasure of showing over 50 new families around the school and I am delighted with the significant 

increase in applications for places this coming September. The reputation of The Carlton Academy is growing. 

Thank you for your part in this journey. 

As is often the case at the end of a school term, we have to say goodbye, thank you and send our best wishes to 

some staff. At the end of this term, the following staff are finishing at The Carlton Academy: 

 Steve Schmidt – Assistant Head Teacher 
 Andrea Marshall – Assistant Head of Hollinsclough College and Head of Drama 
 Colin Nichols – Assistant Head of Carnarvon College and PE Teacher 
 Maria Jones – Teacher of Science 
 Lynne Sansom – Teacher of Science 
 Kai Lau-Thomas – Teacher of ICT 
 Christine Grigg – Teaching Assistant 
 Yvonne Rek – Teaching Assistant 
 Rose Arai – Librarian 
 Louise Hopkin – 14-19 Coordinator and Duke of Edinburgh Leader  
 Paul Dover – Finance Manager 

 

As we say goodbye to some staff, we are also looking forward to welcoming some new staff to school; our new 

librarian will be Emma Hayes and Jennifer Sankey will be joining us as a Teacher of Science. 

Finally, I would like to wish everyone at The Carlton Academy a very happy and restful Easter. During the 

holidays, many aspects of the school‟s work will continue. We are holding a number of revision classes for Year 

11 as they look ahead to their summer examinations and I am looking forward to seeing many students in school, 

working hard in preparation for achieving great results this summer.  

With best wishes and thanks for your on going support. 

 

Richard Pierpoint 

Head Teacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gedling Youth Council Elections 

The Academy is taking part in the Gedling Youth Council Elections with the ballot day taking place on 

Wednesday, 2 April 2014. 

Mrs Kemp and Mr Grundy, the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural 

Coordinators are proud of the nine students who have put themselves 

forward for this very exciting opportunity to influence decisions made in our 

community. After listening to their manifestos, it seems we have some 

budding politicians in the making. 

There will be three students from each school in the Gedling area who will 

be nominated to represent their school at the Gedling Youth Council.  They 

will meet once every Half Term at the Gedling Civic Centre to deliver and 

discuss the views of their peers and debate relevant issues with the end goal being 

positive change to Gedling and surrounding areas. 

Good luck to each and every one of them. Please keep checking the website for the 

forthcoming results. 

 

Head Teacher’s Tea Party 

Every two weeks a number of students are nominated to attend our „Head 

Teacher‟s Tea Party‟ to celebrate their success. Congratulations to the 

latest group of students who have been recognised. 



 

 

World Book Day 

Author Steve Bowkett visited The Carlton Academy on Tuesday, 4 

March 2014 and regaled students with inspiring stories and lessons 

in celebration of national World Book Day 2014. 

Mr Bowkett has published 59 books to date and used his time at the 

Academy to encourage a love of reading and literature in the 

students. Many of his books are available to borrow from the school 

library. 

 Debate Club 

The Carlton Academy Debate Club continues to go from strength to 

strength, so much so that it was featured in the Nottingham Post 

recently. A copy of the article is below: 

„Opinionated students at a school in Carlton are tackling issues head-
on by joining a debating club. 

Numbers at Carlton Academy's debating club, which started in 2012, 
continue to grow and now it is a ticket-only event. 

Teachers join in as guest speakers on topics including 'Are video games harmful?' 

The club was started by Rose Arai and Craig Cook and has covered 
topics including evolution, cheap products and labour and 'which is 
superior, vampire or werewolf?' 

Year 11 student Jack Warwick said: “The Debate Club has raised 
my confidence in public speaking. I enjoyed competing and now 
have no worries about talking to groups of students or staff.” 

Mr Cook, who acts as a mentor to the club, says students benefit 
greatly from debating thorny issues. 

“The club helps research skills, public speaking, confidence, 
listening skills and the ability to argue through the use of reasoned 
arguments to make your point”.‟ 

Library Updates 

Mrs Arai, our librarian is retiring at Easter after working here for 14 years. She has made the library an integral 

part of the school. Mrs Arai is always willing to help students and staff, and the library has been used for lessons, 

parents‟ evenings, induction days, outside groups, family support meetings, debates and clubs – notably the 

chess and scrabble clubs. The library has helped to produce an international scrabble star in Tim Butcher, who 

has represented his country in World Championships.  

The reason why it has been so successful is down to the passion, hard work and commitment of Mrs Arai, who 

only ever does things for the students and staff. She will be missed by everyone, but we wish her a long and 

happy retirement. 
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This year‟s Goldengrove took place on 

Thursday, 13 March 2014. Guests 

started to arrive from 6.30pm to a 

beautifully decorated theatre, full of gold 

and burgundy balloons and dinner 

places set for ninety-four guests. The 

whole night was full of fun, laughter, 

music and dancing. Members of the 

Parent, Teacher and Friends 

Association have been involved with Goldengrove for the last twelve years. Mandy Marshall, chair of the PTFA 

first helped with Goldengrove in the old school building. After the school fire, Goldengrove was held at Westdale 

Junior School for the following two years. The event then moved into the brand new building where it has been 

held since. Each year the PTFA team aim to make Goldengrove bigger and better and we believe this to be true.  

The PFTA would like thank all of the following volunteers for their fantastic help and support: 

 Goldengrove drivers who safely transported the guests to and from the school 

 The maintenance team for all their help with setting up the theatre 

 The staff in the school office for their help with the invites and other administrative tasks 

 The kitchen staff for the wonderful homemade soup 

 The local community and shops for their help and support with their donations 

 The wonderful Academy students who greeted, waited on and entertained the guests 

Sadly this is Mandy Marshall‟s last year as the Chair of the PTFA. She has worked with the 

most amazing team of people; they have made her job a pleasure and she can‟t praise them 

enough. She would like to thank them for once again making Goldengrove the most wonderful 

evening, enjoyed by so many people. 

Mandy was presented with flowers at Goldengrove in recognition of her years as the event 

organiser, and received many messages of thanks on the evening for her dedication to the on-

going success of Goldengrove. 



 

Health and Social Care 

Health and Social Care is an option subject, studied by students in Years 9 to 13. There are a range of courses 

the students can take including Level 2 BTEC, GCSE Health and Social Care, Level 3 BTEC and A-Level. GCSE 

Child Development is also being offered as an option for some Year 8 students to choose to study from 

September 2014. The subject at Level 2 gives a broad introduction to issues surrounding the provision of health 

and care, whilst Level 3 courses tend to examine current topics in more depth. 

All students have the opportunity to attend vocational placements. These placements give students an insight into 

health and social care as a career and are also a valuable asset when applying for university places. Past 

students have used the qualification to help them enter study at Degree level for entry into a wide range of 

careers such as nursing, teaching and social work. The qualifications themselves are also accepted, and of 

benefit, for entry into a wide variety of non-university careers including childcare, social care, health centre 

administration, charity work and youth work. 

 

Kerry Turner is in Year 12 and is studying Level 3 Health and Social Care. Her 

placement was at Hazel Hurst School. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed my time at the nursery and learnt a lot about how children learn 
and play, whilst also seeing how challenging working with children can be at times. I 
also had the chance to work with children that had additional needs, which I found 
rewarding.  
I have been offered the chance to go back to the nursery in the future. My placement 

has made me even more confident in my career choice in primary education and determined to pursue with my 

studies at university.” 

Demi Flowers is also in Year 12 and is studying Level 3 Health and Social Care. 

Her placement was at Westdale Infant School. 

“I worked with a Year 2 class and felt that this experience was fantastic! I 

learned how to interact with younger students and about the differences in 

teaching different age groups. I felt this placement reinforced my decision to 

work with young children. I loved this experience so much that I now volunteer 

there whenever I have time in my timetable.” 

Sian Kerry is in Year 13 and is studying A2 Health and Social Care. Her placement was at  

Arnold Seely Church of England Primary School. 

“Whilst on this placement, I had many opportunities to interact with the children and staff and 

also take part in and plan different activities. I now want to pursue a career working with 

children who have specific needs. This placement also links to the course I want to do at 

university which is Childhood Studies BA (Hons).” 



 

 

Year 10 Nottinghamshire Schools Handball Champions 2014 

 

The competition took place at Nottingham University and 
was run by England Handball. The Year 10 team played 
3 matches in the group stages, beating Bulwell Academy 
and Ashfield School. The last match was against 
Rushcliffe School and was the match that decided who 
would reach the final. After a nervous start, the Academy 
team started to pass the ball around better, but found 
themselves 4-3 down with 90 seconds left of the 10 
minute match. After bringing on 2 attacking players for 
defenders we managed to level the game to 4-4, and in 
the last 5 seconds Sam Hands scored a jump shot to put 
us into the lead. After that goal there was no time left and 
we had reached the final! 

The final itself was an impressive display which saw The Carlton Academy beat Tuxford Academy by 6 goals to 2 
to lift the trophy. That win puts The Carlton Academy into the Midlands Area Championships in Birmingham. 

Huge well done to the squad: Earl Bernard, Benjamin Hayes-Goodwin, Ashley Voce, Sam Hands, Ethan Hardy, 
Jorge Harvey-Shepherd, Jethro Jenkinson, Jake Parr, Charles Goodman, Rhys Hughes, Matthew Jephson, Jack 
Sullivan-Gee and George Holt. 

Mr Lockwood, Head of P.E. 

Sport Relief 2014 

Between Monday, 17 March and Friday, 21 March various events took place to raise money for Sport Relief 
including Frisbee accuracy, fastest rugby throw, and different Beat the Teacher events including basketball, 
handball, football, and table tennis. The week ended with a staff vs. Sixth Form tug of war. On Friday 21 March, 
students and staff walked or ran the Sport Relief mile. It was wonderful to see so many of our students taking 
part, having fun and making donations for such a great cause. 



 

 

Carlton Academy Year 10 Dance group selected to perform at The Nottingham 

Playhouse 

 

Congratulations to The Carlton Academy Year 10 GCSE Dance Group who performed their dance work „Canary 
Girls‟ at the Nottingham Playhouse on Sunday, 16 March after they were selected for the County U.dance event, 
„Episodes‟. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Canary Girls 

This dance celebrates the lives and work of the „Canary Girls‟ of Chilwell munitions factory. This was a time of 
liberation, work and duty for the women whose skin was turned yellow by the chemicals. Their contribution to the 
war effort was essential but was also kept secret for many years. The biggest loss of life during a single explosion 
during the First World War took place not on the battlefields of France, but much closer to home in Chilwell where 
many of the Canary Girls lost their lives. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
 

Congratulations to the students listed below who received 

their Duke of Edinburgh Award at a presentation evening held 

at County Hall on 29 January 2014. 

Silver Award 

Lucy Bonnett, Martha Carruthers, Elizabeth Fox, Abbie 

Glossop, Avinash Parekh and Luca Sansone. 

Bronze Award 

Carsten Dengler, Maliha Fahim, Elizabeth Porter, Cameron 

Richards, Lewis Trinder and Mia Widdowson. 



 

 

Artists of the Month for January 

Students in Year 10 who are studying 
Fine Art or Graphic Communication are 
to be commended for their efforts after 
having completed challenging projects 
that would normally be undertaken in 
Year 11. They produced a stunning set 
of final responses, exhibiting great skill 
and application. 
With talent like this we cannot wait 
to see their capabilities in Year 11. 
 
Work exhibited in order by Katie 
Porter, Maya Fairweather, Kira 
Harper, Ann-Marie. Mathers, 
Bethan Hand and Lauren Johnson. 

Artists of the Month for February 

Just take a look at these wonderful artist fact sheets and re-creations of work by a selection of our Year 9 
students. The work on show by Aimee Richards, Amelia Banks, Alexia Kelly and James Cutts exhibits great 
thought regarding layout, balance and quality finish. 

A large number of our Year 8 students continue to impress with their commitment and developing skills. The work 
on show by Theone Ellis and Lydia Proudlove exhibits superb potential for high achievements at GCSE level. 

Artists of the Month for March 

We surely have some truly talented young photographers at The Carlton Academy. 
We would like to congratulate all who have secured places to further their studies at 
Art Foundation level as well as at Degree level and wish them luck and continued 
success. To celebrate, here are a few examples of mature image manipulation by a 
selected few of our Sixth Form students: Chloe Butcher, Bradley Fell, Christie Wright, 
Reece Harper and Isaac Ward. 



 

 

Family of Schools Art Exhibition 

The Family of Schools annual exhibition, this year titled „Space & Shape‟, has seen some 

truly wonderful, imaginative creations. We wish to commend all the pupils who have 

submitted work for the Family of Schools Exhibition. A stunning show yet again, with some 

superb submissions from foundation years right through to year thirteen. We have some 

amazingly talented young people amongst our community and we are really proud of their 

artistic achievements and progress. Well done to the students from The Carlton Academy 

and those from our surrounding feeder schools: Carlton Central Juniors, Carlton Central 

Infants, Porchester Juniors, Standhill Infants, Haddon Primary, Westdale Juniors, Westdale 

Infants and Netherfield Primary. 

The exhibition will remain open between Monday 10th March and Friday 9th May from 9am to 4pm. 

Gifted and Talented Art Event 

Following the recent discovery of a new planet five thousand light years away from Earth, named PH1, wonders 
of the universe was the focus for a gifted and talented art workshop at The Carlton Academy on Monday, 27 
January 2014. Approximately 45 young students from nine surrounding feeder schools, aged between 4 and 11 
took part in the event where they were encouraged to work in teams to invent a new planet. They experimented 
with ideas imaginatively and inventively, and explored a range of appropriate resources to suit intentions. The aim 
was to consider habitat, life forms, landscape and unique features. The students from Carlton Central Juniors, 
Carlton Central Infants, Westdale Juniors, Westdale Infants, Haddon Primary, All Hallows Primary, Netherfield 
Primary, Porchester Infants and Standhill Juniors performed exceptionally well during the event, creating some 
really imaginative mini solar systems. A number of our budding A-Level artists assisted in the workshop event 
and helped pupils to explore and develop innovative ideas. Well done to everyone that took part. 

Art and Design Year 11 London Trip 

As part of their curriculum, Key Stage 4 students who are studying for an Art and Design (Fine Art, Art Graphics 
or Photography) GCSE qualification have the opportunity to go to London and visit a selection of galleries.  The 
trip is tailored to help students with the development of ideas towards their final examination project.  As well as 
being a very pleasant day out, inspiration is gained from viewing the works of past and present artists, crafts 
people and  photographers. 

The trip on the 23 January 2014 included visits to The Tate Britain, Tate Modern, The 
National Gallery and The Portrait Gallery. The trip involved much walking to take in the 
glorious sites along the Thames, and the London underground was an experience for 
many as was the train journey to and from London St Pancras. The students enjoyed 
every moment, from experiencing the rush of London life to gaining new ideas for their art. 
They were inspired not only by the artwork they saw, but their experiences from the entire 
trip. 

The Art Department staff – Miss Dyer-Ince, Mr Hodgkinson and Mr Terry said how very 
proud they are of all who took part. 



 APRIL 2014 MAY 2014 JUNE 2014 

M  7 14 21 28  5 12 19 26  2 9 16 23 30 

T 1 8 15 22 29  6 13 20 27  3 10 17 24  

W 2 9 16 23 30  7 14 21 28  4 11 18 25  

T 3 10 17 24  1 8 15 22 29  5 12 19 26  

F 4 11 18 25  2 9 16 23 30  6 13 20 27  

S 5 12 19 26  3 10 17 24 31  7 14 21 28  

S 6 13 20 27  4 11 18 25  1 8 15 22 29  

 School Holidays  Public Holidays  Administration Day  Teacher Training Days 

School Holidays 2014-15 

(1 April 2014 - 31March 2015) 

 JULY 2014 AUGUST 2014  SEPTEMBER 2014 

M  7 14 21 28  4 11 18 25  1 8 15 22 29 

T 1 8 15 22 29  5 12 19 26  2 9 16 23 30 

W 2 9 16 23 30  6 13 20 27  3 10 17 24  

T 3 10 17 24 31  7 14 21 28  4 11 18 25  

F 4 11 18 25  1 8 15 22 29  5 12 19 26  

S 5 12 19 26  2 9 16 23 30  6 13 20 27  

S 6 13 20 27  3 10 17 24 31  7 14 21 28  

 OCTOBER 2014 NOVEMBER 2014   DECEMBER 2014 

M  6 13 20 27  3 10 17 24  1 8 15 22 29 

T  7 14 21 28  4 11 18 25  2 9 16 23 30 

W 1 8 15 22 29  5 12 19 26  3 10 17 24 31 

T 2 9 16 23 30  6 13 20 27  4 11 18 25  

F 3 10 17 24 31  7 14 21 28  5 12 19 26  

S 4 11 18 25  1 8 15 22 29  6 13 20 27  

S 5 12 19 26  2 9 16 23 30  7 14 21 28  

 JANUARY 2015 FEBRUARY 2015 MARCH 2015 

M  5 12 19 26  2 9 16 23  2 9 16 23 30 

T  6 13 20 27  3 10 17 24  3 10 17 24 31 

W  7 14 21 28  4 11 18 25  4 11 18 25  

T 1 8 15 22 29  5 12 19 26  5 12 19 26  

F 2 9 16 23 30  6 13 20 27  6 13 20 27  

S 3 10 17 24 31  7 14 21 28  7 14 21 28  

S 4 11 18 25  1 8 15 22  1 8 15 22 29  

Teacher Training Days from September 2014 onwards to be confirmed 




