
 

 

13 November 2019 
 
 

Dear Parent 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 2019/2020 
 
It is very important that you read all of this letter before you take any action towards signing up for 
the award. 
 
Please note that this award is a remote supervision activity and when the students are on their 
expedition, adult volunteers will only meet them at checkpoints on their route and at the campsite.  
If you feel your child cannot be out of the sight of a member of staff please do not sign them up to 
the award. 
 
 
Who is it open to? 
 

The programmes are open to years 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 students.  They can embark on Bronze, 
Silver or Gold. 
 
What is it? 
 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a voluntary, non-competitive programme of practical, cultural 
and adventurous activities, designed to support the personal and social development of young 
people aged 14-25.  It offers an individual challenge and encourages young people to undertake 
exciting, constructive and enjoyable activities in their free time, with a well-recognised award at the 
end to show a possible employer your determination to commit and undertake challenges. 
 
What does the programme consist of? 
 

It is a four section programme with three progressive levels. 
Bronze (for year 9 and over) 
Silver (for those aged 15 and over) 
Gold (for those aged 16 and over)  
 
What do the Sections involve? 
 

 Volunteering - helping other people in the local community. 

 Skills - covering almost any hobby, skill or interest. 

 Physical Recreation - sports, dance and fitness. 

 Expeditions - training for, planning and completing two weekend expeditions and training 
walks in Nottinghamshire. 

 
How long will it take? 
 



 

 

It takes at least six months to achieve the Bronze award, twelve months for Silver and eighteen 
months for Gold.  This means you will need approximately three to four hours per week dedicated 
to this award. 
 
How much will it cost? 
 

£120 for the Bronze award, £135 for the Silver award and Gold (tbc depending on interest).  If you 
are in year 10, I would strongly recommend doing the fast track Silver award (you do not need to 
have done bronze).  
 
Students that have already completed Bronze can take advantage of a £35 discount making the 
silver award £100. 
 
Included in the price is a £20 refundable deposit, which will be returned on completion of the 
award and expedition, providing there are no breakages of equipment due to negligence.  
This is to provide us with insurance for kit against breakages. 
 
The cost includes a Welcome Pack & eDofE account & limited personal accident insurance 
www.DofE.org/go/insurance and you will receive a certificate and badge on completion at a 
presentation evening.  All training sessions and associated paperwork/photocopying will also be 
included. 
 
The price will also include the expeditions, training walks, and campsite fees (2 weekend 
expeditions).  The school will provide tents, cooking equipment, fuel, maps, group first aid kits (a 
small personal kit will be required), campsite fees and to cover voluntary helper’s expenses.  (There 
are no paid staff doing the D of E we rely heavily on volunteers giving up their own time to help 
voluntarily on the expedition weekends). 

 
What doesn’t it include? 
 

 food and transport not included 

 skills sections - cost depends on the skill chosen and can be negligible 

 physical Recreation - costs depend on the sport chosen and on local availability 

 voluntary service – usually no/negligible costs 
 
Expeditions  
 

You will need to buy or get hold of:  
 

 a 65 litre rucksack 

 proper walking boots 

 waterproof jacket and trousers 

 walking clothing 

 a sleeping bag and a roll up carry mat to sleep on  
 
NB: In order to keep costs down, we do have a number of spare rucksacks available to hire on a 
first come first served basis. 



 

 

 
Proposed dates for next year’s expeditions 
 

If you decide you would like to sign up to the award, please ensure you are available for the relevant 
dates for the training weekends and qualifying expedition.  
 
Practise expedition 
Bronze Saturday 6 June 2020 – Sunday 7 June 2020 
Silver Friday 5 June 2020 – Sunday 7 June 2020 
Gold (tbc) 
 
Qualifying expedition 
Bronze Saturday 27 June 2020 – Sunday 28 June 2020 
Silver Friday 26 June 2020 – Sunday 28 June 2020 
Gold (tbc) 
 
Please ensure you are available for all relevant dates before you sign up for this award. 
You must attend both weekends and training evenings to qualify for the award with no 
exceptions 
 
What do I need to do next? 
 

If you are interested and feel up to the challenge, talk to your parents about the award as they will 
need to support you and attend the meeting if possible.  If you definitely want to sign up, complete 
and return the attached enrolment form to Student Reception making the £40.00 non-refundable 
deposit on ParentPay by Friday 6 December 2019.  If you require your ParentPay login details or 
a bar code letter to pay via paypoint please contact our Finance Office.   
 
The final payment deadline is Friday 31 January 2020. 
   
Yours sincerely 
 
 

S Pollard  
 

Miss S Pollard 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Coordinator  
 


