
 

 

 

 

 

July 2018 

Dear Parent 

Dining Arrangements in September onwards 

I want to inform you of some important changes to the lunchtime arrangements from September 2018. These 

small changes are being made to reduce queue times and ensure every student in school can have an enjoyable 

and high quality dining experience. No changes are being made in respect of break time. 

From September, there will be an additional dining serving point by the Old Gym. This serving point will serve 

sandwiches and cold meal deal offers and is in addition to the one in place in the Dining Room already. This is 

being introduced to reduce queue times for what is a very popular choice. 

In addition, I am introducing new arrangements for use of the Dining Room at lunch. This means that the following 

arrangements will be in operation from the start of term onwards for all students in Years 7 to 11. Post 16 students 

are not affected by this change:  

 The lunchtime bell will go at the usual time of 12:20 for the end of all lessons 

 Between 12:20 and 12:35, Year 7 and 8 students ONLY will be allowed to use the Dining Room and serving 

points in school and other students will not be served (unless there is a specific medial reason where this is 

required which has to be provided by your doctor and for which a pass would be issued by the House Office) 

 From 12:35 till 1:00 – students in Years 9-11 shall be able to use the Dining Room and serving points in 

school as normal 

It is important that we inform you of this now, as I want students to be able to think about what this means for 

them. Essentially, it should only mean that students in Years 9 to 11 need to think about spending some time 

socialising before they eat and then moving to the Dining Room 10 minutes later than they do now. They will, I 

am certain, find that when they arrive the queue is relatively small and there remains the same meal offer for 

them as there was for Years 7 and 8 at the start of lunch. We have spoken to our Catering Manager and she 

assures us that this will be the case. 

I am sure those parents whose children are now in Years 8 and above will appreciate the importance of giving 

the youngest children in school the opportunity to have their lunch as soon as possible and the value in making 

this decision to give all students the best possible lunchtime experience. We have a wonderful, air conditioned 

Dining Room, that at the moment, is almost empty at 12:50 and I am keen that we make the most of this space 

throughout the whole of lunchtime wherever possible. We will be speaking to students about this during 

assemblies this week in order to explain these minor changes and the reasons for doing so. 

Many thanks for your on-going support.  

 

Richard Pierpoint 
Executive Headteacher 


