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Welcome to The Carlton Academy 

The purpose of this booklet is to provide you with some guidance in terms of the curriculum at The Carlton 

Academy for your son/daughter. 

 

Key Stage 3 at The Carlton Academy is taught in years 7 and 8 with pupils taking their GCSE options as part 

of a Guided Choices process in spring term of Year 8. Key Stage 4 courses are then studied in years 9 through 

11. 

 

With the government introduction of new-style GCSE and A levels, with an increased emphasis on literacy 

and a terminal examination styles, we have undertaken a comprehensive review of our KS3 curriculum offer 

to ensure it supports the progress of every learner in preparation for Key Stage 4 study at every ability level. 

We set learners in core subjects at Key Stage 3. Foundation subjects are taught in mixed ability groupings 

across Key Stage 3 in most cases. 

 

To further support the development of core skills at Key Stage 3, we have also increased the amount of 

curriculum time in both English and Maths subjects and all pupils now have one hour of Accelerated Reading 

in Year 7 English lessons. 

 

Literacy is at the heart of the curriculum at The Carlton Academy. All lessons at Key Stage 3 have a significant 

focus on literacy and core skills development. Developing excellent literacy skills is a teaching and learning 

priority at The Carlton Academy, embedding and developing pupil literacy intrinsically throughout every 

subject area in every lesson.  

 

Subjects studied in Year 7 curriculum (time in hours per week) 

Core Subjects 

English and 
Accelerated 

Reader 
Maths Science PRE PE Geography History 

*4 or 5 
dependent 
on setting 

4 3 1 2 1 1 

French and 
/ or Spanish 

DT Art Music Drama Computing Tutor Time 

*2 or 3 
dependent 
on setting 

2 1 1 1 1 

20 minutes 
each day with 

one House 
assembly per 

week 

*- pupils in sets 1 and 2 for English have an additional hour of Languages per week to study French. All pupils 
study Spanish as the base language. 

This weekly curriculum offer is further supported by ECO days – Enriching Curriculum Opportunities days. 

These take place on three separate days throughout the year involving all year groups across the school and 

offer opportunities for pupils to experience trips, themed days and workshops in wide range of curricular 



 

 

areas including PSHE, Careers Education, Enterprise, Sex and Relationship Education and Citizenship 

alongside subject curriculum experiences. 

 

In Year 7, the themes of the ECO days for 2017-18  are  a trip to Walesby Activity Centre for team building 

and resilience development, International Day – promoting tolerance and friendship and a ‘999 Day’ 

supported by the local emergency services – promoting citizenship, the rights of the individual and 

democracy. 

Curriculum 

Specific information about the curriculum taught in lessons is available on the Key Stage 3, Key Stage 4 and 

Post 16 (sixth form) sections of our website and this booklet provides some more detail on the nature of 

themes and topics covered. Our curriculum is far more than that delivered in the classroom environment. 

Pupils have a wide experience of enrichment and offer from The Carlton Academy. Our Pledges offer all 

pupils opportunities and expectations about their wider involvement in school life. All pupils are members 

of a House and tutor group and they have opportunities to take on leadership roles in a wide variety of 

areas. We believe that our school offers a curriculum for life ahead, focused on our core purpose of 

maximising pupil academic achievement along with a high quality wider offer. We encourage you to look at 

our website and visit the school to find out more. 

   



 

 

ENGLISH 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

At Key stage 3, all Year 7 and 8 pupils currently have four hours of English per week. Over the two years Pupils will 

access a range of both modern and classic literary texts including novels, poetry and Shakespeare’s plays. Texts 

studied include: 

 Romeo and Juliet 

 Of Mice and Men 

 A selection of war poetry 

 A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

 A selection of Victorian Gothic Literature 

 A contemporary novel 

 A selection of poetry from English Literary Heritage 

 A range of non-fiction texts 

 

 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

English is taught in half-termly topics, alternating between learning reading and writing skills. Speaking and listening 

tasks are embedded through the year. Year 7 and 8 pupils also take part in a weekly Accelerated Reader lesson, 

taught in the school library, which is designed to foster reading growth and enable powerful reading practice.  In 

addition to this, and as a continuation of the work done at primary school level, we incorporate SPaG (Spelling, 

Punctuation and Grammar) into all lessons in order to embed these fundamental skills further. Pupils’ progress will 

be assessed through the use of one formal examination each year. 

KEY STAGE 4 AND 5 

Pupils study both English Language and English Literature, securing two GCSE grades. We also offer GCSE Media 

Studies as an optional subject. At Key Stage 5, pupils are able to study A Levels in English Language, English Literature 

and Media Studies. 

. 

HOMEWORK 

For Key Stage 3, homework is provided on a weekly basis to support the skills learned in lessons. Homework takes 

the form of a booklet containing specific tasks, and is completed in an exercise book reserved especially for 

homework. 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

Extracurricular clubs related to English include: Debate Mate, Creative Writing Club, Manga Club and Reading Club. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

ENGLISH - READING 

READING 

Reading is probably the most important skill we learn during our time at school; it’s the one skill we make use of every 

single day. New national data shows that many pupils sitting their GCSEs have a reading age which is five years lower 

than their actual age, meaning that they find it impossible to access the questions in their exam papers! 

 

Here at The Carlton Academy, we know that the best way to improve your reading is to read! This is why we have a 

number of successful initiatives in place to help our pupils improve their reading skills and develop a love of reading 

which we hope will stay with them throughout their lives. 

“Children who read daily outside class are five times more likely to read above the expected level.” – National Literacy 

Trust 

ACCELERATED READER 

Pupils in Year 7 and 8 have one English lesson per week entirely dedicated to Accelerated Reader, which takes place 

in the school library. The books in our library have been coded by difficulty, so that pupils can easily find something 

that is in line with their current level. The system also makes recommendations based on books they may enjoy.  

Initially, pupils take a test which tells the teacher and pupil which level of book they should be reading, ensuring they 

are reading books which are accessible to them, but also challenge them and help increase their reading level. As 

pupils reading progresses, they move up the levels, reading increasingly more challenging books.   

After completing a book, pupils complete a quiz. We monitor the outcome to ensure they are performing as they 

should be. This allows an opportunity to praise and reward pupils who are reading well – both those who are 

naturally able and those who are working hard. 

DEAR TIME 

DEAR stands for ‘Drop Everything and Read’. Every day, Year 7 and 8 pupils spend fifteen minutes in a lesson reading 

from their reading books. It is a school expectation that pupils in these year groups have a reading book with them at 

all times, either brought in from home or borrowed from the library. 

 

Additionally, tutor groups (all year groups) participate in DEAR time for one twenty-minute tutor period per week 

and all pupils are expected to have a reading book at all times. 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR 

We have a number of clubs and events running throughout the year which raise the profile of reading and encourage 

our pupils to read for pleasure. These include: 

 

 Shadowing the Carnegie 

 Celebrating World Book Day and National Poetry Day 

 Manga Club 

 Year 7 Book Club 

 



 

 

SCIENCE 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

At Key stage 3, pupils study 3 hours per week of Science in our dedicated Science labs.  Over the two years, pupils 

will learn about. 

 Cells and body systems; 

 Particles and chemical reactions 

 Forces and space 

 Light and sound 

 Health, adaptations and inheritance 

 The periodic table 

 The Earth 

 Electricity and magnets 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

Science is a practical subject and pupils will learn practical skills alongside theory work.  Pupils cover topics in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics in both Year 7 and Year 8 and learn how to apply their learning to real life contexts. 

DEPARTMENT FACILITIES 

The department has 8 dedicated Science laboratories, in which experiments can be carried out and 3 Science 

classrooms.  There is also outdoor quad area with a pond that pupils can use in investigations. 

KEY STAGE 4 AND 5 

We currently offer two pathways; pupils either complete a double Science GCSE or pupils with a particular aptitude 

for Science can choose to take separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics as part of their options.  At Key 

Stage 5 we offer Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate A-Level options. The department also runs an Applied 

Science course. 

HOMEWORK 

Pupils will be set 30 minutes of Science homework each fortnight.  The type of homework will vary depending on the 

class and individual pupils but will always support and embed learning. 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

The Science department will run a key stage 3 science club this year and are planning to organise exciting science 

trips in key stage 3 and 4. Our Sixth Form pupils have recently visited CERN in Switzerland as part of their Physics 

course.  

 

  



 

 

MATHEMATICS 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

At Key Stage 3, pupils currently have 4 hours per week of Mathematics. Over the two years, pupils will learn about 

multiple topics within: 

 Number 

 Data Handling 

 Shape, Space and Measure  

 Algebra 

 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

Pupils will develop an understanding of how Mathematics is used in real life situations and techniques for more 

complex problems. There are 3 assessments throughout each year, based on topics that have been covered in 

lessons, and 2 assessed projects that pupils work on in lesson time.  Current Year 7 are being taught across the 

Redhill Trust using new “mastery” style lessons. These are designed to broaden understanding and depth of 

knowledge of Mathematics enabling ease of transition into the new style GCSE content in the future. 

DEPARTMENT FACILITIES 

The department currently has 8 dedicated Mathematics rooms with Interactive Smart Boards that all teachers use to 

produce fun and engaging lessons. We also have licenses to websites such as my-maths and maths-watch, which 

provide interactive lesson activities and homework for pupils. 

KEY STAGE 4 AND 5 

The school currently uses the exam board AQA for its KS4 and Edexcel for its KS5 exams. The GCSE comprises of 

three papers each lasting one hour 30 minutes, one being non-calculator and the other two calculator papers. Our 

recent A*-C figure was 73% and our A*-G 100%. The A-Level course is a two year course split into 6 different 

modules, 4 of Core/Pure Mathematics and 2 Applied Mathematics. We also offer A level Further Mathematics. 

HOMEWORK 

For Key Stage 3, homework is largely based online using My-Maths with the additional paper homework being set. 

Homework is to be set once every fortnight. At Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 a variety of online and exam preparation 

homeworks are used. 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

We offer the Junior Maths Challenge to selected pupils in Years 7 and 8 who have demonstrated the skills necessary 

to attempt the paper. 

We now have Key Stage 5 Maths club which delivers STEP tuition and preparation for UKMT senior Maths team 

challenge (select pupils from Key Stage 4 are invited to attend this also). 

The Redhill Trust Key Stage 5 Maths challenge cup starts this year with pupils across three schools competing for 

awards and prizes. 

HISTORY 



 

 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

At Key stage 3, pupils currently have 1 hour per week of History in Year 7. Over the two years, pupils will learn about: 

 Medieval Britain 

 The Tudors and Stuarts 

 The Industrial Revolution 

 From Slavery to Civil Rights in the USA 

 The First World War 

 The Second World War 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

Pupils will develop an understanding of what history is. They will learn about the history of Britain from 1066 to the 

Pupils will develop an understanding of what history is. They will learn about the history of Britain from 1066 to the 

Twentieth Century. Pupils will also develop historical thinking skills delivered through interesting and engaging 

activities. This course will prepare them for GCSE History at KS4. 

 

KEY STAGE 4 AND 5 

GCSE and A level History are amongst the most popular choices at the Academy and we have achieved fantastic 

outcomes every year. 

HOMEWORK 

For Key Stage 3 homework is linked to the work produced in class and set bi-weekly. Pupils are encouraged to 

develop their independent learning. Homework is often set as preparation for the next lesson. We also set many 

activities based on Memory and Recall. 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

History offers opportunities to learn outside the classroom. Over the last few years pupils have visited Northern 

France and explored WWI battlefields and Paris. We work in partnership with Modern Foreign Languages. We also 

work with the Holocaust Education Trust and each year two pupils have the opportunity to visit Auschwitz in Poland. 

This is a life-changing experience. We also share our experiences of historical places, books and film and encourage 

pupils to engage with history around them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

In Year 7, pupils have 1 hour per week of Geography. Over years 7 and 8 pupils will learn about: 

 

 Geographical Skills 

 UK 

 Weather and Climate 

 Settlements 

 Africa 

 Coasts 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

Pupils will develop an understanding of what geography is. They will learn about the geography of the UK, Europe 

and the world. Pupils will also develop geographical skills such as map reading, graphs, charts and statistical analysis. 

This course will prepare them for GCSE Geography at KS4. 

KEY STAGE 4 AND 5 

GCSE Geography is becoming one of the more popular choices at the Academy.  The GCSE results have been 

improving rapidly over the past few years and are expected to continue to do so.  

HOMEWORK 

For Key Stage 3 Homework is linked to the work produced in class and set bi-weekly. Pupils are encouraged to 

develop their independent learning. Homework is often set as preparation for the next lesson. All homework is 

published on Show My HomeWork. 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

Geographical learning contributes to the Carlton Academy ECO Day Programme (enriching curriculum opportunities) 

and will offer a number of opportunities to learn outside of the classroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION AND ETHICS (PRE) 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

In Year  7, pupils have 1 hour per week of PRE in Year 7. During Year 7 and 8, pupils will learn about big philosophical 

questions, ethical issues and religious and non-religious responses to them. PRE is about pupils being equipped to 

form their own opinions about the world around them, rather than being instructed to conform to any one set of 

beliefs: 

 

Over the two years pupils will question and discuss: 

Philosophy topics; Where does the universe come from? Is there such thing as a life after death? Is there a God? 

 Religion topics; What does it mean to belong to a religious group? With a focus on; Christianity, Islam, Judaism, 

Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism as world religions 

 Ethics topics; What is ethics and morality? Who was responsible for the Holocaust? 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

Pupils will develop an understanding of what PRE is. They will learn about the diversity of the local community, the 

UK and of the world and approach philosophical and ethical questions from a variety of religious and non-religious 

perspectives. They will be asked to be critical thinkers, form their own opinions and will have the opportunity to 

explore, discuss and debate a range of issues. 

KEY STAGE 4 AND 5 

Pupils will study towards a Short Course GCSE in PRE in Year 9 and 10 or they can choose to study it as a full GCSE 

option, taking the exam at the end of Year 11 alongside their other GCSE options. 

HOMEWORK 

For Key Stage 3 homework is linked to class learning and will be set on a bi-weekly basis. Homework will include a 

range of research, written and creative tasks. All homework is published on Show My HomeWork. 

 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

Religious, spiritual, moral, social and cultural education (SMSC) plays a key contribution to the The Carlton Academy 

ECO Day Programme (enriching curriculum opportunities) and will offer a number of opportunities to learn outside 

of the classroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

At Key Stage 3, pupils have 2 hours per week of D&T. They will study a range of material areas by rotating every 12 

weeks to a different teacher. Over the two years, pupils will learn how to/about: 

 The Design cycle 

 Problem solving 

 Knowledge of materials, components and ingredients 

 Manufacturing and cooking techniques 

 CAD/CAM and new technologies 

 Healthy eating 

 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

The course features a range of activities working through the design cycle, starting with a design brief, developing a 

context, developing design ideas/concepts, modelling and manufacturing. Over two years pupils will design and 

make a number of exciting new projects such as passive speakers, design inspired clocks, jewelry design, mood 

lamps and a number of new and healthy food items.   

 

DEPARTMENT FACILITIES 

The department has four fully equipped workshops including a wide range of hand tools, ICT suite, wood lathes, 

milling machine and metal work lathes, and we have just purchased a 3D printer and laser cutter to develop 

CAD/CAM. 

 

KEY STAGE 4 AND 5 

GCSE Product design, Food Technology and AS/A level Product Design are all great courses we run at the Academy 

with results improving year on year. 

 

HOMEWORK 

For Key Stage 3, homework is portfolio based and set every week. Pupils are encouraged to develop their 

independent learning. 

 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

We run a D&T club for KS3 pupils as well as design competitions. We also offer the British Science Association Bronze 

Crest Award for pupils excelling in the subject. 

  



 

 

COMPUTING, ICT & BUSINESS 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

 

In Year 7, pupils have 1 hour of Computing per week. In business we aim to develop pupils understanding and 

interest in how businesses and the economy work so that they will be well prepared for the complex, technical, 

business orientated world they will enter as young adults. The most important aspect of computer science is 

problem solving, an essential skill for life. Pupils study the design, development and analysis of hardware and 

software used to solve problems in a variety of business, scientific and social contexts. ICT refers to the study of any 

technology that uses telecommunication to store, transmit or access digital information. It focuses on the way that 

modern technology affects our society and how we communicate. 

 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

Pupils explore how digital technology impacts on the lives of individuals, organisations and society. Pupils learn 

about current and emerging digital technologies and the issues raised by their use in a range of contexts (learning 

and earning, leisure, shopping and money management, health and wellbeing and on the move). Pupils develop an 

awareness of the risks that are inherent in using IT and the features of safe, secure and responsible practice. 

DEPARTMENT FACILITIES 

The Business and ICT Department has four dedicated ICT rooms running a variety of industry standard software 

including the Adobe Suite and Microsoft Office. Access to these rooms is available for general use when and where 

possible. 

 

KEY STAGE 4 AND 5 

A range of Level 2 and Level 3 qualifications are available. BTECs, GCSEs and GCEs are offered in Business, Computer 

Science and ICT. The uptake is high and demand is increasing year on year. 

 

HOMEWORK 

Homework is set when and where necessary to consolidate the learning that has taken place in the classroom and 

encourage pupils to expand their knowledge and understanding. 

 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

A range of supervised activities before, during and after school are on offer including a Programming Club where 

pupils devote time to learning strategies and techniques that will enable them to quickly solve problems and code 

them up, as they prepare for the future of programming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ART & DESIGN 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

At Key Stage 3, pupils have 1 hour per week of Art. Over the two years, pupils will develop artistic skill and learn 

about: 

 

 Colour & Abstraction 

 Drawing & Cubism 

 Media & Impressionism 

 Composition & Pop Art 

 Style & Futurism 

 Imagination & Surrealism 

 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

In art, craft and design, pupils explore visual, tactile and other sensory experiences to communicate ideas and 

meanings. They work with traditional and new media, developing confidence, competence, imagination and 

creativity. They learn to appreciate and value images and artifacts across times and cultures, and to understand the 

contexts in which they were made. In art, craft and design, pupils reflect critically on their own and other people’s 

work, judging quality, value and meaning. They learn to think and act as artists, craftspeople and designers, working 

creatively and intelligently. They develop an appreciation of art, craft and design, and its role in the creative and 

cultural industries that enrich their lives. 

 

DEPARTMENT FACILITIES 

The department has 4 dedicated Art rooms; one of which is a specialist ceramics room with working kilns and 

another room is a specialist Photography area for GCSE and GCE qualification routes. 

 
 

KEY STAGE 4 AND 5 

GCSE and A-Level Art subjects (Fine Art, Graphic Communication & Photography) are extremely popular at the 

Academy. The GCSE results have improved year on year. 

 

HOMEWORK 

For Key Stage 3, homework is project based and a number of pieces are set every half term. Pupils are encouraged to 

develop their independent learning. 

 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

A Key Stage 3 Art club runs after school every week for an hour, separate to the Key Stage 4 & Key Stage 5 Art clubs. 

Pupils are able to work on homework during this time or undertake a new artistic venture separate to lesson topics. 

 



 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

At Key Stage 3, pupils have 2 hours per week of practical physical education lessons. Over the two years, pupils will 

learn a whole range of skills and knowledge about: 

 

 An active healthy lifestyle 

 Improving fitness levels  

 Handball, Basketball, Netball, Hockey 

 Cricket, Tennis, Rounders, Football 

 Badminton, Tennis,  Athletics 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

Pupils will learn the skills, tactics and techniques to improve in all areas of the subject. There will be a large emphasis 

on teamwork as well the chance of becoming a sports leader or a coach. We regularly ask pupils to peer assess each 

other in lessons and use IT wherever possible to help with pupil improvement. The use of video analysis to help the 

feedback of pupil performance is a key feature. 

 

DEPARTMENT FACILITIES 

The department has a large sports hall, 3 football pitches, a gymnasium, a table tennis centre and an all-weather 

astroturf facility. 

 

KEY STAGE 4 AND 5 

GCSE and BTEC in KS4 and courses in KS5 are extremely popular at the Academy. These courses remain extremely 

suit those pupils wishing to study sport and physical education in depth both inside and outside of the classroom. In 

KS5 we offer both A level and BTEC level 3 coaching and fitness, where pupils can learn in depth about the world of 

sport and the sporting industry. 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS/EXTRA CURRICULAR 

After school and lunchtime clubs are very popular and extremely beneficial for pupils. All the clubs are free to 

participate in. The Academy has a wide range of successful sports teams that pupils may want to try out for.  

 

We do have an expectation that pupils attend sports clubs either at lunchtime or after school to help their skill 

development and to improve their fitness levels. 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

We aim to a run a PE reward trip every year and there is also the chance to join the Sports Leadership Program 

which has various trips out during the year to different sporting venues. 

 

 



 

 

PERFORMING ARTS 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

At Key Stage 3, pupils currently have one hour per week of Music and one hour per week of Drama. Dance is offered 

as an extracurricular activity and is led by a qualified dance tutor. Over the two years, pupils will learn about/ how 

to: 

 Perform using musical instruments  and voice 

 Improvise, compose and analyse a wide range of musical styles 

 Choreograph and perform in a range of styles 

 Interpret and perform a range of theatrical performance texts 

 Understand how to devise and evaluate a drama performance 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

Pupils will develop technical and expressive skills in a range of practical activities through guided exploration and 

listening to and watching examples of outstanding practice. 

DEPARTMENT FACILITIES 

The department consists of a dedicated Music Studio and practise rooms, a purpose built dance studio and a theatre 

for drama rehearsals and productions. 

KEY STAGE 4  

There are currently groups studying GCSE Dance, Drama and Music.  

HOMEWORK 

For Key Stage 3, homework is project based and relates to class work. Pupils are encouraged to participate in the 

lunchtime and after-school opportunities. 

 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

There are a wide number of extra-curricular Art Activities which include: Drama club, Dance group for Key Stage 3 

and Key Stage 4, various singing and instrumental sessions with individual instrumental lessons available. There are 

various performance opportunities throughout the year for all pupils in each arts discipline. 

At Christmas, we hold an annual school Musical and welcome all pupils in auditioning for parts in this production. This 
year we are presenting ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ and invite the Year 6 feeder schools to come and watch a matinee 
performance, 
 
We offer a variety of private instrumental lessons as part of a peripatetic programme including Woodwind, brass, 
Strings, Guitar and Piano. Full details are available from the Music department. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

SUBJECT CONTENT 

Pupils in Key Stage 3 will study two hours per week of Spanish. Pupils in sets 1 and 2 for English study a third hour of 

languages focusing on French. The course is designed to allow rapid progress in the four skills of reading, writing, 

speaking and listening. 

Over the two years they will learn to communicate in a number of contexts based around core topics including: 

 School life 

 Free time 

 Sport 

 Food and drink 

 Home and local area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING STYLE AND FOCUS 

Pupils will be encouraged to use the language they have learned in a variety of creative ways including role plays, 

games and group work, as well as developing their communication and comprehension skills. 

They will also learn about culture and lifestyle in French and Spanish speaking countries. 

 

KEY STAGE 4 AND 5 

GCSE and A-Level Languages are very popular at the Academy and GCSE results regularly outperform the national 

average (including A*-A grades). 

 

HOMEWORK 

Regular homework is set at Key Stage 3 and beyond, encouraging the pupils to practise what they have learned and 

ensuring that they have the confidence to work independently. 

 

ACTIVITIES/EXTRACURRICULAR/TRIPS 

Regular residential trips to France and Spain are organised and are open to Key stage 3 pupils. 

We run a variety of Gifted and Talented activities including the Language Leaders programme and taking part in 

regional competitions. 

Language Leaders (from Year 9) learn to plan and deliver language and culture based sessions to younger pupils, 

including primary children. 

Whenever possible, we offer additional languages on an informal basis as after school activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

We are very proud of our extra-curricular provision and believe that every pupil should try something new and take 

part in opportunities outside of the classroom. Pupils who attend these activities receive additional Achievement 

Points, which are part of our rewards policy. A copy of the current extracurricular programme is enclosed in this pack 

and also available on our website. 

LIBRARY 

The library provides a vibrant and welcoming learning environment for pupils and staff. It plays a key role in learning 

and teaching by providing resources to support the curriculum, encourages the skills required to become 

independent lifelong learners and inspires a love of reading for pleasure. 

 

Opening Times: 

Monday 8.00am-4.00pm 

Tuesday   8.00am-4.00pm 

Wednesday   8.00am-4.00pm 

Thursday   8.00am-4.00pm 

Friday    8.00am-3.30pm 

 

RESOURCES AND FACILITIES  

 Fiction and non-fiction books, newspapers, posters and reference materials 

 teaching space 

 study space is available for individual and group work 

 computer access  

 comfy chairs and beanbags  

 colourful displays advertising and promoting clubs, events, activities and books  

 

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES  

A range of lunchtime clubs take place in the Library. Specific information on this years’ schedule is found in the 

Library. 

 

Homework club runs after school: 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday  3.05pm-4.00pm 

Friday      3.05pm-3.30pm 

 

Activities: 

 

 various competitions throughout the year  

 book club members have the opportunity to shadow national book awards 

 author events 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

HOMEWORK 

 

 
 

The Carlton Academy is committed to providing activities for pupils to do outside of lesson time in order to embed 

and extend knowledge and understanding, which leads to higher levels of achievement. 

 

Pupils in Year 7 and 8 (Key Stage 3) can expect to receive around 30 minutes of homework each night. This will 

include regular Maths, English and Science activities as well as homework from other subjects.  Pupils in Years 9 to 

11 (Key Stage 4) are expected to do at least one hour of homework per night (on average) and this will increase as 

they work through any coursework or exam preparation. In Years 12 and 13, we anticipate the level of homework 

and private study to be around 5 hours per subject per week and pupils are given study periods during the school 

day to undertake some of this work as well as being expected to work at home. Pupils who do not complete 

homework are usually issued with a detention from their class teacher. 

 

How do we record homework? 

Pupils are expected to record homework in their Pupil Planner - this is the responsibility of the pupil. This is signed 

and checked by the form tutor each week and we expect pupils to have their planner signed at home once per week 

also. 

 

In addition to using the planner, staff provide resources and information, along with publishing information about 

homework through the online Show My Homework website, you can access this visiting our main school 

website:www.theacademycarlton.org.uk. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.theacademycarlton.org.uk/Home Learning

