
Creating Revision resources 
for English Literature.

You have one hour on Friday 5th February, and another on Monday the 
8th to create revision resources for Macbeth, to help consolidate your 

knowledge of the play.



The Plot

First of all, make sure that you can remember the plot.

Map out the key events of the story against the narrative arch. 

Witches meeting,  
description of Macbeth 
in battle, Lady 
Macbeth’s receiving the 
letter.

Malcolm, the 
rightful heir to the 
Scottish throne, is 
crowned King.

Can’t 
remember 
what the 

elements of 
a narrative 
arch are?  
Click here

When you have done this, plant three flags at what you 
think are the most important events of the story.



The Characters
Make a list of all the characters that you can remember.  

Then, do a mountain to kennel information sort, with the most 
important characters under the mountain, working down in importance 
to the least important characters, who go under the kennel.

Macbeth The Porter

Can’t 
remember 

the 
characters?  
Click here



Now that you 
have identified 
the most 
important 
characters, make 
a revision clock 
on them. You 
could include;

1.Their role in 
the play
2. Key quotations
3. How they link 
to the context in 
which it was 
written/set
4. How they link 
to key themes



Themes

Make a list of all the themes in the play.  Then place them on the 
pyramid to make a hierarchy of themes, with most important at the 
top, and the least important at the bottom.

Can’t 
remember 

the themes?  
Click here



Now choose three of the themes, and make a fishbone diagram to 
identify where those themes are explored in the text (I have done ambition for 
you, so choose three different ones)

Macbeth 
Themes

Ambition

Battle at start-
not ambitious

Witches prophecies

Lady Macbeth’s pact

Macbeth’s wavering

Duncan’s Murder

Banquo’s Murder

Lady MacDuff’s 
Murder

Macbeth’s head on a 
stick



In a nutshell-explain the overall purpose of 
the play
Without going outside

of the lines, explain 

why Shakespeare 

wrote Macbeth; 

what did he want to 

achieve?

Try to completely fill the 

nut.



Congratulations, you now have some amazing 
revision resources for Macbeth!



5 Classic Elements of a Narrative Arc
A traditional narrative arc has five elements, in the following order:

Exposition. This is the reader’s introduction to the story. The exposition offers background 
information to prime the audience for the rest of the story, including introducing the main 
character(s) (the “who”), setting (the “where”), and circumstances or time period (the 
“when”).

Rising action. This is when conflict begins to ramp up. The rising action usually begins with 
what’s called an “inciting incident”—the triggering event that puts the main events of the 
story in motion. This is when the audience starts to see what your story is really about.

Climax. This is the highest point of tension in your storyline, and often the point at which 
all the different subplots and characters converge. Typically, the climax requires the main 
character to face the truth or make an important choice.

Falling action. This is what happens as a result of the protagonist’s decision. During the 
falling action, the conflict gives way to resolution. Loose ends are tied up, and tension 
begins to dissipate.

Resolution. Also known as a denouement, this is how your story ends. The resolution of a 
narrative arc isn’t always happy, but it does close the loop and show how the events of the 
story have changed the characters and the world around them.
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Macbeth: Dramatis Personae

Duncan, King of Scotland

Malcolm, Donalbain, his sons

Macbeth, Banquo, generals of the King's 
army

Macduff, Lennox, Ross, Menteth, Angus, 
Cathness, noblemen of Scotland

Fleance, son to Banquo

Siward, Earl of Northumberland, general of 
the English forces

Young Siward, his son

Seyton, an officer attending on Macbeth

Boy, son to Macduff

An English Doctor

A Scotch Doctor

A Captain

A Porter

An Old Man

Lady Macbeth

Lady Macduff

Gentlewomen attending on Lady Macbeth

Hecate

Three Witches

Lords, Gentlemen, Officers, Soldiers, 
Murderers,

Attendants, and Messengers; the Ghost of 
Banquo, and other Apparitions



Macbeth Themes

• Ambition.
• Supernatural Equivocation.
• Betrayal and Treachery.
• Crime.
• Violence and Consequences.
• Conflict of Good and Evil.
• Conflict between Loyalty and Treachery.
• Meaninglessness of Life.
• Appearance and reality.
• Trust and Distrust.


