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This guide will help you to prepare for your next steps.  Some of this information can be 
found in the weekly Sixth Form newsletter but I thought it would be useful to give you 
something to work on during your time at home.   
 

Why do you need to prepare for Higher/Degree 
apprenticeships? 
 
Remember higher and degree level apprenticeships are extremely competitive so you need 
to ensure that you stand out in the crowd! You need to demonstrate to prospective 
employers that you have used your opportunities wisely and maximised this time whilst you 
are at home. 
 
What do employers want from their employees’? 
 
Independence and resilience 
Being curious 
Asking questions 
Good research skills 
Enthusiasm and commitment 
Hard working and strong organisational skills 
 
It is important that you start building on these skills now.  Below are some ideas of how to 
do this: 

 
Preparing for your apprenticeship 
 

 
1. MOOC’s – Massive Open Online Courses 
The best place to start is Futurelearn. This contains 100s of MOOCS which are free courses 
provided on a variety of topics from universities around the world.  Here is the link: 
https://www.futurelearn.com/ 
You can search by course or topic area. 
Here are 3 examples of courses you can do right now. 

1. Forensic investigation – 8 weeks, 3 hours a week. Open University. 

2. How to write your first song – 6 weeks, 3 hours a week. The University of Sheffield. 

3. Causes of climate change – 3 weeks, 4 hours a week.  Bergen University (Norway). 

Everyone needs to complete at least one of these over the next few weeks. 
 

  

  

2. YOUTUBE 
YouTube has some great channels where you can watch documentaries, mini tutorials or 
lectures. 
Tedtalks are free lectures usually less than 30 mins on every topic you can imagine. 
https://www.youtube.com/user/TEDtalksDirector 

https://www.futurelearn.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TEDtalksDirector


3. Podcasts 
Houston we have a podcast – NASA’s official podcast 
Stuff you should know – over 1000 episodes to choose from. 
OR try the BBC website with a quality podcast for every topic you can imagine. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts 
 
These are a great way for you to explore your area of interest whether it is in Business, IT of 
media. 
 
 

4. Independent Study Guide 
This has been emailed to all students but it can also be found on our website. 
 
 
 

5. Watch documentaries 
BBC iPlayer and Netflix are good resources for exploring your subjects as they have a wide 
range of documentaries. 
 
 
 

Researching apprenticeship opportunities 
 
You need to spend time each week searching for the apprenticeships that are currently 
advertised.  Apprenticeships are still being advertised and applications are still happening. 
Utilise this time to research and apply for some amazing apprenticeships. If you need 
further assistance with an application please email Ms Armitage.  Make sure you check your 
emails every Thursday as Ms Armitage emails you with an apprenticeship update so ensure 
you are checking your emails each day. 
 
Useful websites: 
 

Rate my apprenticeship 
Government apprenticeship 
 
There are other website links in the Sixth Form section of the school website. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts
http://www.theacademycarlton.org.uk/school-closure-resources
https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

