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Welcome to our Christmas newsletter, I hope it finds you 
well and looking forward to a relaxing break. Inside this 
edition, you will find lots of fantastic articles about events 
that have taken place this term from across all 
departments in the Academy.  
 
I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone for 
their hard work and commitment this term. We are now a 
much bigger school than we were before the summer 
break and this brings both fresh opportunities and 
challenges. I have been delighted with the positive 
attitude shown by our staff, students and parents together 
with how well all the new students and staff have settled 
into the Academy; the warm welcome and support of 
existing staff and students has helped to make this term a 
resounding success.  
 
There have been too many high points to mention 
individually, many of them are referred to within this 
newsletter. I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate everyone on our first ECO, ‗Enriching 
Curriculum Opportunity‘ Day. I felt that the diverse range 
of activities that took place showed some of the best 
features of our fantastic school. It was lovely to have so 
many visitors come and work with students: people from 
multinational businesses, cultural groups and local 
employers all helped to bring new ideas and 
understanding into school, as well as helping to develop 
skills for employment and future careers. Every one of 
our visitors commented on what a great experience they 

had. We should be very proud of 
what we achieved; it showed us at 
our best in so many ways. More 
information and some fantastic 
images of the day are found inside. 
 
Our new rewards system of 
‗achievement points‘ based around 
our seven characteristics of ‗Carlton 
Learners‘ has been very well 
received. It has been a pleasure to 
meet so many wonderful young 

people who are in the top 100 for points achieved each 
month. These points go towards the ‗Carlton Cup‘ which 
is hotly contested by each College. More events, across 
a range of different themes; culture, sport, debate and 
memory will be taking place over the next two terms to 
help decide the winner of this year‘s trophy. 
 
The progress of students in all year groups continues to 
improve. Building on the excellent academic results of 
summer 2014, we are looking forward to record results 
again next summer for Years 11 and 13, as well as 
continuing to improve the progress of all students. In the 
New Year, we shall be undertaking some further 
developments in teaching and learning, which we are 
positive will further help to improve the attainment of all 
students. More information on this can be found inside. 
 
The spring term will also see us introducing more 
opportunities for students to take on leadership roles in 
school. This will include establishing a student leadership 
team within each college and giving more opportunities 
for young people to play a very active role in having a 
positive influence on the life of the Academy. I look 
forward to sharing more of this with you and all students 
next term. 
 
As you will see inside, and from recent mailings, we are 
working hard to further improve the way we communicate 
with you. We have our new website, our twitter feed is 
more popular than ever and we have also introduced a 
new text and email system which we know will make 
getting information to you more convenient. If you do 
have an email address and would be happy to receive 
information by email, please ensure we have your contact 
details, perhaps also download the Parent Gateway App 
to get an even better experience! 
 
Your on-going support and help in all that we do is very 
much appreciated and valued. I wish everyone a very 
enjoyable Christmas and our best wishes for 2015.  
 

Richard Pierpoint  

Head Teacher 

December 2014 
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Spring Term Diary Dates 
 

January 2015 

 Monday 5 January — INSET Day 

 Tuesday 6 January — Start of Spring Term 

 Monday 12 to Friday 16 January — Year 12/13 Mock 
Exams 

 Thursday 15 January — Year 11 Mock Exam Results 

 Tuesday 20 January — Year 13 Parents Finance 
Meeting 

 Thursday 22 January — Year 11 London Trip 

 Wednesday 28 January — Year 11 Parents‘ Evening 
 Friday 30 January—INSET Day 

 

February 2015 

 Tuesday 3 February — Year 12/13 Mock Exam 
Results Day 

 Friday 6 February — ECO Day 2 

 Monday 9 to Friday 13 February — HSC Work 
Placements 

 Tuesday 10 February — Year 8 Parents‘ Evening 

 Monday 16 to Friday 20 February — Half Term Break 

 Monday 23 to Friday 27 February — Year 9/10 Exam 
Week 

 

March 2015 

 Wednesday 4 March — Year 8 Options Evening 

 Thursday 5 March — Goldengrove 

 Monday 9 March — Family of Schools Art Exhibition 

 Wednesday 11 & Thursday 12 March — Parent 
Workshops 

 Thursday 19 March — Year 11 Make it Count Event 

 Wednesday 25 March — Year 9 Parents‘ Evening 

 Monday 30 March — Year 10 Parents‘ Evening 

 Monday 30 March — Year 11 Art, Photography & 
Graphics exams start 

 Friday 3 March — First day of Easter Holidays, return 
to school Monday 20 April. 

 

Teaching and Learning Update December 2014 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to let you know about 
some of the things we are working on here at The Carlton 
Academy to continue our pursuit of excellence. 
 
The Carlton Academy very much believes in the on-going 
training of its entire staff: teachers, support staff and the 
admin team too. We do much of our training ‗in-house‘, 
using the expertise that exists in school and taking 
opportunities to share this around. The Academy runs 
training on Tuesday afternoons at the end of the school 
day and this year we have been working in groups called 
‗Teacher Learning Communities‘. Small groups of staff 
look at current research and share best practice around 
areas that the Academy wants to focus on (such as 
homework, revision techniques and effective marking to 
name just a few).  

We take ideas  
identified as 
outstanding 
practice and 
trial them in our 
classrooms to 
see how well 
they work for us 
and our 
students; it is all 
about what 
helps students 

learn and achieve to the highest possible standards. We 
use INSET time to develop the work further and to update 
the school community about what is working well.  
 
A big area of focus for us is marking and feedback. We 
are currently looking at improving how we do this even 
further and will spend some time on our INSET day on 5  
January really moving this forward so that students can 
make best use of the guidance offered by their teachers. 
We will also be looking at increasing our (already high) 
expectations about how students should present their 
work across every subject area in the Academy. In order 
to do this we really need your support in getting your 
children bringing the right equipment to school – you will 
see another notice about that in this newsletter! 
 
The Carlton Academy also works very closely within the 
Redhill Teaching School Alliance (RTSA) and the 
excellent staff training opportunities this offers. Staff from 
this Academy not only participate in cross-Alliance 
training, they are actively involved in delivering aspects of 
it to teachers from a range of other schools from across 
this Alliance. 
 
I think it is important for you to understand that, behind 
the scenes, the staff at the Academy have a relentless 
drive to make their teaching the best it can be so that 
your children receive the highest quality education. 
 

Carin Messent 
Deputy Head Teacher – Teaching and Learning 



 

 

Summer Alive 2014  
 
2014 was the ninth year of running our highly 
successful Summer Alive Transition 
Programme. All Year 6 students who secure a 
place at The Carlton Academy receive an 
invitation to attend. The event is completely 
free and runs 4 days a week for two weeks 
during July/August organised by Mrs Greenwell and 
Mr Cook. 
 
Team Leaders are selected from students in Year 
11 and above. They are responsible for developing 
and running a variety of workshops that are fun 
based, including sports, drama and art activities all 
designed to encourage the new students in making new friends with their 
peers. Also invited are our ‗Heroes‘ who are 
chosen from Year 9 and 10 students. Their 
role is to support the Team Leaders and 
secure friendship groups.  
 
The mission is to give the  message to the 
children that they are all part of The Carlton 
Academy family now, irrespective of which 
primary school they came from.  

Lea Green 
 

Following Summer Alive, as part of 
the induction programme, Year 7 
students visited Lea Green 
Adventure Centre in Derbyshire in 
September. 
 
The day had two objectives. Firstly, 
to support the students in developing 
new friendships and to help them gel 
together as a year group. Secondly, 
to raise their aspirations by showing 
them what they are capable of 
achieving when faced with new 
challenges.  
 
During the day the students had the 
opportunity to work collaboratively 
and engage in various activities, 
such as: a high ropes challenge, 
orienteering activities and problem 
solving.  



 

 

ECO DAY 

 

The first ECO day took place on Thursday 23 October 2014 and was a resounding success. The educational 
experience provided by the provision on the day was outstanding and the feedback from students was exceptionally 
positive.  

Year 13 

Our ‗Speak Up‘ ECO day for Year 13 was themed 
around the idea of employability and the development 
of skills required in the workplace. We simulated a work 
environment by asking students to attend the day in 
smart, business attire. They had already prepared CVs 

and Personal Statements 
to give to interviewers who 
visited the school. We 
kicked off with a session 
on Public Speaking, in 
which students all gave a 
short speech on a topic 
which they felt passionate 
about. This opportunity 
enabled students to 
develop their confidence in 
talking to groups of 

people; a skill which they may need when giving 
presentations to new employers, clients or colleagues 
in future careers. The next step was going through the 
interview process. Students were each offered a 15 
minute interview with successful, retired business 
leaders from the local area. They had to answer 
questions, explain their ideas, provide key information 
and generally express themselves in a high pressure 
situation. During the debrief which followed, they were 
offered advice and guidance on how to improve their 
responses in the future. The day was incredibly fruitful 
for our Year 13 students: they experienced new 
situations first-hand, enabling them to build some 
tangible experience. Many said they had found it 
challenging, rewarding and eye-opening. Our next step 
will be to simulate the process of applying for a specific 
job within a fictional company: students will write 
letters, tailor CVs and have interviews and feedback. 
We hope this experience will not only enable them to 
develop skills acquired during this event, but also 
introduce to them the key expectations involved within 
job application processes.  

Year 12 

The Year 12 ECO day theme 
was based upon employability 
skills and ‗future steps‘. 
Students participated in a range 
of different activities to assist 
them in thinking about their 
future ambitions and aspirations. The day began with an 
intensive hour with their Sixth Form tutor, where they were 
asked to present their ideas on employability skills. They 
worked in groups looking at communication, leadership, 
problem solving and organisational skills.  

The final session of the day was a presentation from Young 
Enterprise. Students were split up into groups and were given 
an ‗apprentice style‘ task to complete. Once they had 
completed the task they had to present their work to the 
whole of Year 12. Students were then provided with the 
opportunity to take part in the Young Enterprise Company 
Programme. This is a fantastic opportunity for our students to 
continue to develop their business skills and employability 
skills. I am pleased that we have a group of students who will 
be taking part in this on-going programme. Following on from 
this, Nottingham Trent University delivered a presentation 
about Higher Education, the application process and the 
benefits of attending university. This presentation was 
extremely informative and provided students with the 
opportunity to discuss their ideas regarding higher education. 

A careers carousel then followed. This was a highly engaging 
session, where students took part in conversations with 
professionals from a variety of different careers. Students 

found this to be invaluable as they were able 
to discuss their future career paths and 
skills. 



 

 

 

 

Year 11 

Our Year 11 students had a busy day preparing for life 
beyond their GCSE exams. They all visited University of 
Nottingham Campus for part of the day, having a 
campus tour and a really 
informative talk about post-
16 options. Back in school 
they took part in a one hour 
careers carousel and had 
the opportunity to speak to 
local business people from a 
wide range of careers. The 
day also involved a workshop on employability skills and 
target setting for the future. The day was extremely 
beneficial for the Year 11s as they look forward to sixth 
form, college or apprenticeships. Many of the students 
are looking forward to attending university in the future.  

Year 10 

The theme was Healthy 
Lifestyles, the students learnt 
about healthy lifestyles, 
choices and healthy eating. 
Students were taught social 
and emotional tools to support 
them through teenage and 
adult life. An outside provider 
delivered an interactive, hard-hitting workshop that dealt 
directly with the important areas of drugs, alcohol, smoking, 
peer pressure, diet and activity. Students had a presentation 
by Broxtowe Youth Homelessness to raise awareness of 
youth homelessness and promote available sources of local 
help and support. Students also took part in a workshop by 

an outside provider on healthy 
relationships and the risks of 
sexual exploitation. The students 
all behaved really maturely on the 
day which opened their eyes to a 
wide range of social and 
emotional issues facing young 
people. 

Year 9  

Students visited the RAF museum in Cosford. The 
purpose of this trip was to explore cross-curricular links 
between History, Science and Maths through activities 
arranged by the museum. These activities included a 
museum tour, hands-on interactive flight gallery and 
building rockets. The students all thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and loved the rocket building.  

Year 8 

The theme was Junk to Funk. The 
activities developed their 
entrepreneurial skills – resilience, 

problem solving, 
creativity, time 
management, team 
working and risk 
taking. The Year 8 
students worked in 
groups ‗up cycling‘ 
items of junk into fun 
or usable items. At 
the end of the day, 
there was a 

‗trashion‘ show where all students 
voted for a winning item. The students 
made some fantastic items from the 
junk and thoroughly enjoyed taking 
part in the fashion show at the end of 
the day. 

Year 7 

The theme was Brightening 
Lives: exploring their place 
both at The Carlton Academy 
and in the world. The 
students were encouraged 
through creative play and 
puppet making to explore 
their hopes and fears for the 
years ahead in Carlton 
Academy‘s community. They 
explored how conflicts arise 
and can be resolved both 

within school and the wider 
community and were 
involved in problem solving 
and offering advice.  

In the second part of the day, 
some excellent outside 
providers from other cultures 
engaged students in activities 
exploring their traditions and 
customs. This included 
activities such as Caribbean 
storytelling, origami and 
African drum and dance.  

The next ECO Day will take place on Friday 6 February 
2015. More information will be communicated during 
January 2015. The current arrangements are as follows: 

Year 7 will visit the National Space Centre in Leicester. 

Year 8 will have a theme of relationships (in school). 

Year 9 will take part in the National Enterprise Challenge (in 
school). 

Year 10 will have a theme of Citizenship, and will visit the 
Galleries of Justice in Nottingham. 

Year 11 will be preparing for exams. 

Year 12 will go on a day trip to a university. 

Year 13 will have a theme of interview skills. 



 

 

News from the Languages Department 
 
International Languages Day 
 

On 25 September The Carlton Academy welcomed 140 junior 
school pupils from our 
family of schools to 
celebrate International 
Languages day with a 
host of experiences on 
offer. 
 
Children taking part 
played sports games that 
required not only maths 
skills, but the ability to 
express the maths using French terms. Other classes 
included Spanish and French language activities, plus 
flamenco dancing hosted by Laura Fernandez of Signature 
Studios in Nottingham.  
 
Carlton Academy Year 11 
Language Leaders 
planned and delivered 
outdoor activities for the 
pupils, which were a 
great success. 
 
Katie-Leigh Gutteridge of 
Stanhope Primary School 
had a wonderful day and 
particularly liked the flamenco dancing: ―I think it was 
fabulous! I think I will stay interested in it now. I liked the 
music and the shoes the teacher was wearing and we know 
some Spanish words now!‖ 
Once again, it was a great event and we are now confident 
this will become an annual fixture on the school calendar. 
 

Farewell 
 

After two years of dedicated work, the current TCA Language 
Leaders are moving on to concentrate on their GCSE studies. 
They have organised and delivered some fabulous events for 
Year 6 and 7 students including language lessons, cultural 
events and sporting activities. Our leaders have worked 
incredibly hard and built up their organisation and teamwork 
skills as well as becoming accomplished leaders and role 
models for younger students. Mrs Shreeve would like to thank 
them for all their commitment and for all the fun we have had 
along the way! 
The TCA Languages Leaders are: - Leila Hamdache, Alex 

Ramsay, Dan 
Tuckwood, Sophie 
Bond, Marria Ali, 
Zeonn Merriman and 
Lewis Harris. Thank 
you also to Catie 
Porter who made a 
huge contribution to 
Language Leaders 
during this time. 

Exciting Student Commission Summer 2014 
 

Towards the end of last academic year and into the 
summer break, a group of our talented young artists 
took on the challenge to design and paint a large scale 
mural for an interior wall of Carlton Central Infants 
School.  

The aim was 
to bring the 
outdoors 
inside and for 
the artwork to 
not only be 
visually 
captivating but 
to also be 
educational. 
Hannah 
Bakewell, Ria Furniss, Jessica Stone, Bethany Carnell 
and Elizabeth Porter worked extremely hard over 
many hours to complete the impressive mural which 
depicts Claude Monet‘s Water Lilies and      Japanese 
Bridge. The piece has quite a modern twist and 
appeals to the very young with vibrant colours and 
effects, not forgetting the cute animated wildlife.  

Miss Spencer, Head teacher at The Carlton Central 
Infants school, would like to thank the girls for their 
time and for producing such an impressive centrepiece 
for the school.  

The Art teachers at The 
Carlton Academy are 
equally as proud of them. 
They are great 
ambassadors for the 
school, proving that with 
real hard work, dedication 
and commitment, comes 
great successes and a 
real sense of 
accomplishment.  

Maths Quiz  

All answers to Mr White by the end of January. 

 Correct answers will be entered into a prize draw 
for a maths related prize. 

A car has five tyres (four on the road wheels and 
one spare wheel). The car 
travels 30,000 miles and all 
five tyres are used equally.  

How many kilometres wear 
does each tyre receive? 

All working out must be 
shown 



 

 

Bookbuzz 

Bookbuzz is a 
reading programme 
from Booktrust, which 
supports schools to 
encourage reading 
for pleasure. During 
their accelerated 
reader lessons at the 
start of the year, 
students in Year 7 

were given the opportunity to choose their own book to 
keep from a list of 17 Bookbuzz titles. They watched the 
Bookbuzz film, went on the Bookbuzz website and also 
had a look at copies of each book to try to decide which 
book to choose as a gift from the Carlton Academy. It 
was a hard 
decision for 
some as 
there were 
so many 
great books 
to choose 
from. The 
students 
then had to 
wait patiently for the books 
to arrive after the half term 
holiday. Every week Miss 
Hayes, our librarian was 
asked ‗Have the books 
arrived yet?‘ such was the 
eager anticipation of 
receiving them. Finally the 
books arrived in November 
and their arrival definitely 
created a buzz about 
books! 

Poetry Competition 
 

To celebrate National Poetry 
Day on 2 October the Library 
ran a poetry competition. 
The theme of the poems was 
‗Remember‘. The winning 
entry was a joint effort by 
Rebecca Hyson and Oliver 
Battershall from Year 7. 
Congratulations to them 
both. 
 
Remember 
By Rebecca Hyson and Oliver Battershall 
 
Remember the days of horror and death, 
Remember the days of war. 
Remember the days of trenches and guns, 
Thank goodness it lasted no more! 
 
I remember the day that pa was sent, 
He had to go and fight. 
He went all the way from Glasgow to Kent, 
But sadly he died that night! 
 
I remember the days we curled up in bed,  
I remember the days he was here. 
I will love him forever even though he is gone, 
His soul will always be here! 
 
We remember these days by wearing a poppy, 
To remember all who fought. 
All the trenches were muddy and sloppy, 
That‘s what all the children are taught! 



 

 

 

 

Enterprise Day 
 

Priory and All Hallows‘ 
pupils shine a light on 
manufacturing and 
business 
 
Pupils from Gedling‘s All 
Hallows (CofE) and 
Priory Schools spent a 
day at The Carlton 

Academy exploring all things business and getting to know 
the school.  
 
The pupils‘ introduction to the Academy was built around 
business and enterprise and every child not only made their 
own torch to keep, but also designed packaging and a 
marketing strategy to get 
the product to a 
theoretical market. Mr 
Jordan, Head of Design 
Technology said, ―The 
pupils had a great time 
and got to take home an 
LED torch and package 
of their own designs. 
They all worked 
incredibly hard and were a credit to their primary schools.‖  
 
Teacher of ICT; Computer Science and Business Studies, 
Mr Hopkinson agreed that the pupils rose to the challenges, 

―I was highly impressed 
with how the Year 6 
students from both 
primary schools dealt 
with each challenge, 
they clearly understood 
what making a profit 
was about!‖ 
 
Mr Pierpoint said the 
children had great day 

learning lots of new skills. "We were delighted to welcome 
the wonderful young people from All Hallows and Priory 
schools for our brilliant enterprise day and making lasting 
links with their teachers and schools. The feedback from 
students and staff has 
been superb.‖  
 
One pupil, Harrison 
Coleman-Smith from 
Priory Junior School, 
said he had enjoyed his 
day at Carlton Academy 
and was proud of the 
torch he made. ―I‘ve 
really enjoyed it, we made torches, and designed a poster to 
sell our product. It was a lot of fun and we tried doing new 
things. It‘s good here!‖ 

News from the Science Department 
 
Pupils from 
Primary Schools 
around Carlton 
have been firing 
rockets in a day of 
science 
experiments at The 
Carlton Academy. 
The day was 

organised by Head of Science at the Academy, 
David Crossley, and various activities were laid on 
to try and foster an interest in science. Mr Crossley 
said, ―The purpose of the day was to give the 
primary pupils the opportunity to carry out 
experiments and do activities that they might not 
ordinarily do at primary school and also to 

experience what 
Science is like at The 
Carlton Academy.‖   
Favourite activities 
during the day were 
burning magnesium to 
discover the colour of 
the flame and an 
exuberant competition 
firing rockets that pupils 
had built after learning 
about aerodynamics. 
The winning rocket flew 
a whopping 20 metres 
causing huge excitement 

amongst the pupils. Mr 
Crossley said, ―The day 
was a huge success.  The 
feedback from the primary 
pupils and staff was that 
they really enjoyed the day 
and learnt a lot.‖ 

In the Science Department we want to recognise the 

effort and achievement of our students.  The following 

students have stood out this half term for their effort 

and hard work.  They are stars in their Science 

lessons. 

Abby Reeve-Hailes nominated by Mr Heyworth 
Linton Newton - nominated by Mr Norris 
Catie Porter - nominated by Mr Crossley 
Lewis Harris - nominated by Mrs Sankey 
Aaron Whitehall - nominated by Mr Westbury 
Tia Wright - nominated by Mrs White 
Curtis Trainer - nominated by Miss Hook 
Sophie Cowley - nominated by Mr Coker  
Jack George - nominated by Mrs Emmott 
Dylan Francis - nominated by Miss Greatorex 



 

 

 

 

Carlton Remembers WW1  

On the 14 November the History Department took part in some activities 

surrounding ‗Carlton Remembers WWI‘. Martin Kerry from the Sherwood 

Foresters led 6 History classes through a WWI workshop. The students 

were able to try on some uniforms, handle medals and weapons and even 

fire a reconstructed machine gun! Mr Kerry talked to the students about life 

as a soldier in the war and brought the subject to life.  

Harry Jones, Lewis Trinder, 

Katie Spencer and Alex 

Goode in Year 12 spent the 

day dressed up as Soldiers and nurses from the war. Harry will testify 

that the uniforms were extremely uncomfortable and itchy! Miss Eglin 

would like to thank all the students for their participation and enthusiasm 

and Mr Kerry for giving up his time. 

PTFA 

The Carlton Academy would like to bid a fond farewell to Mandy Marshall,  Chair of the 
PTFA who is stepping down after 13 years!  

 

Mandy has given up hours of her free time to The Academy, running the annual 
Goldengrove event, together with numerous Christmas Fayres and her and her team 
have provided refreshments at virtually every event held at the school. We thank you for 
your endless enthusiasm and determination. 

 

Kairen Weston took over the Chair of the PTFA on Wednesday 12 November 2014. 

The Carlton Academy wishes Kairen the very best for the future. 

 

KS5 London Trip October 2014 

As part of their curriculum, Key Stage 5 students 
who are studying for an Art and Design (Fine Art, 
Graphic Communication and/or Photography) A 
Level qualification have an opportunity to go to 
London and visit a selection of galleries.  This trip 
is tailored to help the students with their 

coursework, gaining inspiration from the works of past and present 
artists, crafts people and photographers, as well as being a very 
pleasant day out. 

Not only did the students enjoy a day full of site seeing, photo taking 
and gallery visits, they even got to experience the major art installation 
‗Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red‘ at the Tower of London. The 
students enjoyed every moment of their visit, from experiencing the 
rush of London life to gaining new ideas for their art, being inspired not 
only by the artwork they saw but their experiences from the entire trip. 

The Art Team would like to say how very proud they are of all who 
took part.  



 

  

 

Year 11 Geography Fieldwork in Edale 
  
Year 11 students successfully completed the data 
collection in the River Noe despite the wet and 
cold conditions that prevailed all day! Miss Pollard 
said, ―The students put in a sterling effort and 
kept smiles on their faces regardless of the fact it 
was quite possibly the wettest geography field trip 
I have ever been on. They were a credit to the 
school and were not afraid to get stuck in‖.  
Most students‘ boots were filled with cold murky 
water while having their arms elbow deep in the river scrabbling around for rocks but 
they showed excellent resilience and didn't complain. Katie's ankle high wellington 
boots were an 'interesting choice' for the day and gave great amusement to many (see 
photo). The students showed great team work in supporting each other and offering 
smiles and kind words to those that were 

'feeling the cold'. A great success regardless of 
the conditions. 

Christmas Calendar 

  
Mrs Barnard and Mrs Wilson have 
been working with a small group of 
students to produce a calendar to 
raise awareness of dyslexia. 
The theme of the calendar was ‗Staff 
and their pets‘. 
The students met with Mrs Wilson and 
Mrs Bernard to produce a fantastic 
school calendar which is on sale for 
£3. 
A big thank you to students Nastarsia 
Smith, Mitchell Griffiths, Aimee 
Gilliburn, Katie Hobbs, Laura 
Redmond and Meghan Fairhurst for all 
their hard work. 
All proceeds from the sale of the 
calendar will be split between Dyslexia 
Action and the SEN department. 

Vernon Coaker MP sees progress for himself at The Carlton 
Academy 
 
The Carlton Academy welcomed a visit from Vernon Coaker, MP in October, 
who chatted to students and took a tour of the Academy. Mr Coaker was 
particularly interested in gauging the transition students who came from the 
Sherwood E-act Academy. 
Mr Pierpoint said, ―It was a pleasure to take Vernon around the Academy and 
show him the superb start we have made to the school year. With Year 7 
being oversubscribed and the recent movement of students from Sherwood, 
we have all worked exceptionally hard to ensure everyone has made a 
smooth and successful start. The focus, hard work and engagement of 
students has been brilliant and 
our staff have been fantastic in 
getting everyone immediately 
focused on achievement and 
progress.‖ Mr Pierpoint said that 
the transition for new students 
had gone very well and that 
forward planning by staff had 
created a smooth start to the 
school year. ―We held a meeting 
for new parents and their 
feedback was very positive and 
they felt very much part of The Carlton Academy community.‖  
After his frank discussion with the students, Mr Coaker said, ―I am delighted 
to see that pupils from Sherwood Academy are settling in well at The Carlton 
Academy. It is no surprise to hear that the sixth form is also growing, since 
after speaking to staff and pupils, it is clear to see how welcoming and 
friendly the school is.‖ 



 

 

 

 

Celebrating tolerance at Carlton Academy 

Students have explored issues surrounding equality with special guest, 

actor and film maker, Rikki Beadle-Blair. 

Rikki held lessons for students from The Carlton Academy and 

separate bespoke lessons for younger children arriving from 

Porchester Junior School, Carlton Central Juniors, All Hallows C of E 

and Stanhope Junior School.  

Rikki started the discussion by showing students a film which was two 

years in the making that challenged underlying cultural prejudice and 

explored discrimination in various walks of life. The short film called 

‗Free‘ explored equality, discrimination -witting and unwitting, and demonstrated techniques to deal with such issues. 

Rikki Beadle Blair explained, ―‘Free‘ is about a group of young people who are being pressured by their peers to 

conform. I think it is important to talk to children at a young age about these issues. If any child is being 

disenfranchised for any reason it needs to be addressed. People who are perceived in any way ‗different‘ are often 

targeted, my film helps to show that difference is good and that everyone should be valued.‖ The film prompted a 

question and answer session between the students with Rikki emphasising ―when you defend someone else‘s rights , 

remember you are also defending your own rights.‖ 

Kasie Caldwell, Year 8, said, ―I think it was interesting to see everyone‘s point of view, to see how other people feel.‖ 

Cameron Arnold, Year 8, said, ―I thought the lesson was brilliant, I learnt a lot. I fully support the fact that we should not 

discriminate, everyone has a right to live how they want to.‖ Ethan Borthwick, Year 8, agreed, ―It is important to think 

twice about how to speak to people, I would be happy to be able to support someone if they feel that they are being 

discriminated against.‖ 

Councillor Liz Plant also attended the event. She said, ―It is important that young people are 

not afraid to talk about these issues and that everyone should be treated equally.‖ Mr 

Pierpoint said ―In modern society we need to help young people understand about diversity 

and respect for those around us. We are fortunate to have a school where these values are 

embedded and demonstrated every day, and this superb experience helped to celebrate 

and share this most important of messages.” 



 

 

PE News 

 

Inter College Sports Festival  

The Inter college sports festival took place on the 5 December and was a huge success. 

Hundreds of students performed in football, cricket, basketball, table tennis, handball and 

dodgeball. The event was planned by some of our excellent Year 13 BTEC Sport 

students: Kyle Carter, Ryan Glossop, Daniel Lamb, Ashley Brodsky, Sam Martin and 

Adrian Zieminski.  

There were events for Years 7 and 8 combined, Year 9s and Year 10s. All students 

represented their college showing a fantastic team spirit and positive attitude that saw all events played in a 

competitive but friendly manner. The results were really close between three of the colleges so well done to everybody 

who took part. Points will go towards the College Cup. 

Results: 

1st – Hollinsclough 36 points 

2nd – Cavendish     35 points 

3rd – Carnarvon      34 points 

4th – Grove             27 points 

The staff played the Year 11s at handball after school on the day and a 

fantastic match saw the students taking the match 22 points to 18. Well 

done all those taking part especially the Year 11s who showed some 

exceptional talent during the match. Year 11 Handball Team - Earl 

Bernard, Ben Goodwin, Sam Hands, Charlie Goodman, Ashley Voce, 

Antonio Vocaturo, Jethro Jenkinson, Ethan Hardy 

Gedling Sports Awards 

Well done to Thomas Morley who won the Gedling Young 

Sports Person of the Year award for his tumbling gymnastics 

achievements. Well done to Chelsea Davey who won the 

Gedling Young Leader of the Year Award at the ceremony 

hosted by The Carlton Academy in November. Other notable 

nominees were Danielle Brockley, Paige Brown and The 

Year 11 Handball team U15s. 

Cross Country 

Well done to the 14 runners from 

TCA who represented us at the 

Gedling Cross Country 

Championships at Carlton Le 

Willows on Wednesday 3 

December. Weather conditions 

were excellent unlike previous 

years and runners were present 

from Years 7 and 8. 

Top finisher was Jake Saunders 

who finished 12th out of 62 and 

qualified for the County Finals on 

7 February 2015. Well done Jake! 

Basketball 

Congratulations to the Y8/9 boys and girls 

basketball teams who are currently 2nd in the 

Gedling tournament.  

Netball 

Big well done to the Year 7 netball team who 
played brilliantly against Redhill in the dark and cold on Thursday 11 December! 
After excellent teamwork in the attacking circle from Amy Vernon (Captain) and 
Evie Seadon, TCA held Redhill all the way and were drawing 6-6 at half time. In 
the final third,  Redhill‘s height advantage in their attacking circle found the edge 
and they surged ahead to win 13-7. 

Team were: Sam Tyler, Aleisha Ball, Amy Vernon, Evie Seadon, Abbie Moon, 
Freya Rook, Beth Lawman, Georgia Feghali, Jessie Cooper and Alice Fisher. 

 

Results from another recent Year 7 netball 

match against Hall Park were TCA A 6-1 Hall 

Park and TCA B 0-6 Hall Park look forward to 

more in the future! 

 

 

https://twitter.com/TCA_PE/status/540135772981321729/photo/1


 

 

Sixth Form News 

 

Hall Park and Carlton Psychology Trip to Life Behind Bars 
Conference 
  
During November, Sixth Form students from both Carlton and Hall Park 
Academies had the opportunity to attend the very first joint trust Social 

Science, ‗Life 
Behind Bars‘ trip. 
 
This one day 
conference was 
all about life 
within a world that 
is, for most, a 
mystery. As crime 
continues to be a 
high profile issue 
with over 90,000 
prisoners behind 
bars, students discussed and interacted with the speakers 

who had served time in prison for various crimes. They developed a deeper understanding of the Penal System and 
questioned ―Does Prison work and what happens after prisoners are released back into society?‖ 

 
During the morning session students initially discussed their ideal prison setting and how prisoners 
should be treated; they debated whether or not they would provide offending behaviour courses, 
education as part of reform, televisions in cells, recreational facilities and family visits. Students then 
heard from released prisoners that had served sentences ranging from four to twenty-four years behind 
bars. 
 
The most fascinating part of the day comprised of students being divided up into groups, allowing them 
the opportunity to discuss issues in more depth with the speakers in a more informal setting. Students 
found the discussions powerful and enriching, challenging their thoughts and stereotypes. 
 
Jack Marriott, Head Boy at  The Carlton Academy demonstrating what prisoners wear and the bare 
necessities prisoners are given upon arrival. 
 

Sixth Form Taster Day 

Year 11 students are currently in the process of preparing for their final 
GCSE exams in the summer and making important decisions about their 
Post-16 education for September 2015. Each year, The Carlton Academy 
Sixth Form runs a Taster Day to support students in making important and 
difficult decisions about course choices post-GCSE. All Year 11 students 
had the opportunity to become sixth formers for the day and sample the 
wide range of A-level and vocational BTEC courses that are on offer here 
at The Carlton Academy. All students arrived in non-uniform and got the 
opportunity, as part of the day, to use our dedicated sixth form spaces 
around the school such as the common room and the sixth form Study 
Centre. The day was extremely popular with over 140 students taking part 
from both The Carlton Academy and Sherwood E-Act Academy. Students 
were able to select from up to 26 subject choices on the day (our widest 
curriculum offer yet) and got to sample what A-level studies were like in 
subjects such as Psychology, Sociology, Maths and Product Design.  

The Sixth Form has received the largest ever number of applications for 
September 2015 from both The Carlton Academy and other local 
secondary schools. This number shows the growing popularity of the 
Sixth form both within the Academy and the wider community. 

Anyone interested in applying to the Sixth Form should contact Miss 
Reynolds, Sixth Form Administrator, on 0115 940 8399 or email 
t.reynolds@theacademycarlton.org 

The Carlton Academy Sixth Form, led by 
Usma Hussain, decided to back BBC‘s 

Children in Need this year.   

A fund-raising committee made up of Sixth 
Formers came up with various fund-raising 
activities: a cake sale, a Tutor Group quiz, 
non-uniform day and selling Pudsey key-
rings and other Pudsey merchandise. The 
committee spent a lot of time researching 
quiz questions and getting various staff 
members on board to help run the cake 
sale and authorise non-uniform day.  

The icing on the cake, as well as the £550 
raised for Children In Need, was that the 
Mayor of Gedling Mrs Jenny Hollingsworth, 
came to support our worthy cause. She 
even tweeted about the Carlton Academy‘s 
efforts!  

mailto:t.reynolds@theacademycarlton.org


 

 

 

 

Year 9 English Workhouse Trip – November 
2014 
 
As part of their GCSE study of Charles Dickens‘ A 
Christmas Carol, sixty students in Year 9 visited 
Southwell Workhouse. The trip was planned to enhance 
students‘ understanding of the social context in which 
Dickens was writing (Dickens was an outspoken critic of 
workhouses and a great defender of the poor). 
 
Students were given a guided tour of the workhouse in the morning, seeing 
where the inmates lived and worked, learning what they ate and how they 

spent their little leisure time, and experiencing the conditions first hand; some students had a 
go at oakum picking (not a very pleasant task), and we all got a good idea of how cold the 
place feels in the winter!  
In the afternoon, students participated in a workshop in which they were given the 
opportunity to interview two of the inmates and the matron, before planning a newspaper 
article which 
criticised or 
defended the 
workhouse 
system.  
 
This was an 
extremely 
valuable trip, 
which gave 
students a 
real insight 
into what life 
was life for 
the poorest in 
society at the 
time Dickens 
was writing. 



 

 

 

 

Artists of the Month for September 

This goes out to a number of our Year 8 students for fantastic class work and homework this term: Madison Etches, 
Daisy Colton, Erin Bailey-Russell, Brogan O‘Reilly, Isabelle Frost, Christopher Robinson, Connor Unwin and Carol 
Tetley (pictures in order of writing). 

There are some wonderfully talented young artists at the Academy. We just cannot wait to see what they will be 
capable of at GCSE level. We cannot commend effort and attitude enough! 

 

Artist of the Month for October: Lily Gibbs and Patryk Parkosz (Year 9) 

We have certainly been impressed with the work ethic of our Year 9 Artists, Designers and Photographers. Just take a 
look at these detailed Graphic Communication portfolio pages completed by Lily Gibbs. Well considered layout and 
presentation resulting in such awesome visual impact. Partyk Parkosz‘s Collage exhibits great power and energy 
influenced by the machine. He has been clever with lines here to pull in the audience. Can you locate the hidden 
keyword within the art?  



 

 

 

 

Artist of the Month for November: Katie Niblett (Year 10) and Lauren Johnson (Year 11) 

Katie Niblett only joined Year 10 at TCA in September this year and 
wow has she made a great impression; a talented Artist who is a real 
example to others. With a mature attitude to learning, great commitment 
and motivation, Homework is always completed to the same high 
standard exhibited in class. We can see a great creative future ahead 
for this young lady.  

Lauren Johnson continues to 
excel in Graphic 
Communication. She is another 
real example to others, always 
working hard both in school and 
at home to achieve her absolute 
best. Lauren is currently working 
towards her mock examination, 

producing a journey of work and research towards the final personal response. 
You can clearly see her artist‘s influence in her design ideas with the use and 
application of media- sensitive and thoughtfully refined. A real pleasure to 
teach. 

 
 

 

Artist of the Month for December: Year 13 

Photographers 

Our Year 13 Photographers are always 
encouraged to keep pushing the 
boundaries with innovative thinking and 
wow, just take a look at these highly 
imaginative responses from Adrian 
Zieminski, Leah Radford, Rebekah Atkinson and Daniel Lamb. If 
they continue to demonstrate a strong and sustained ability to 
experiment with a wide range of photographic techniques and 
manipulation processes and they will do very well indeed. 

Nikita Shaw and Dylan Jensen 

Super final Fine Art pieces with a personal 
connection and controlled use of media for 
a really beautiful finish: 



 

 

 

 

Achievement Points – Autumn Update from Mr Pierpoint 

As we hope you are aware, we introduced a new achievement point rewards system into school in September. This is 

based around the seven characteristics that we are looking for students to aim for in their everyday life at The Carlton 

Academy. Parents have asked for some more information on these and I am pleased to provide this and an update on 

the current College totals and details of some prizes that have been awarded so far this year. 

Characteristic What is this characteristic about? 

 1. You contribute positively in lessons and as part of a tutor group 
2. You take part in extracurricular activities outside of the classroom 
3. You contribute to your own success by undertaking regular, high quality homework 
4. You help others around you, both in the classroom and around school 
5. You support the ethos of the school by helping at events such as Parents‘ Evening, Excellence Even-

ing and Golden Grove. 

 1. You want to succeed by achieving or exceeding your MAG‘s and show this in your attitude and pro-
gress every day 

2. You look for opportunities to get involved in activities that interest you, both in and out of school 
3. You show commitment and enthusiasm to improve your own achievement and progress in lessons 
4. You are focused on giving yourself the best possible future through sustained hard work and effort 

 1. You cope with challenges and hard work because you know it leads to better grades and brighter fu-
tures 

2. You try to solve problems yourself where you can rather than just asking for help 
3. You enjoy doing well and are positive about it being ‗cool to succeed‘ 
4. If you don‘t succeed at first, you don‘t give up but try again with determination to do even better. 

 1. You look for opportunities to lead activities positively in the classroom 
2. You work well with others who are leading you 
3. You take part in activities outside of the classroom that give you new skills in leading and learning with 

others 
4. You lead your own success by being responsible for yourself and the positive impact you have on 

those around you 
5. You enjoy taking a lead role and feel positive about what you are doing 

 1. You help teach others through your own positive contributions in class and modelling high expecta-
tions around the school 

2. You increasingly self-teach by working hard and thinking about what you need to do to improve 
3. You see the teacher as someone who guides and helps you learn and achieve in a positive way every 

day and support them in your work 

 1. You are well organised in bringing all of the required equipment to school to help you learn and suc-
ceed without issue 

2. You plan ahead when preparing for exams or assessments by having a plan for success 
3. You help staff in and out of lessons in supporting their work as an ambassador or helper 
4. You are punctual to school and lessons and this prepares you to succeed 

 1. You are able to use different skills to think about your work 
2. You do not approach all of your work in the same way 
3. You can be creative in using and developing new skills that help you learn differently 
4. You enjoy thinking about things differently 
5. You can increasingly decide what approach to take because you have learnt new skills and approach-

es 



 

 

Rewards celebrations  - There are a number of awards given out over the school year. These are: 

A monthly celebration event for the top 20 students who have the most achievement points each month with the Head 
Teacher, a letter sent home to the top 100 students each month, a termly prize draw for the students who have been in 
the top 20 each month for that term and Certificates issued for achieving a threshold of points over the school year: 

Bronze Award – 150 Points  Silver Award – 250 Points  Gold Award – 350 Points 

Achievement celebrations this term 

This term, we have held three monthly achievement point celebration events. The following students have been invited 
to the monthly celebration event with Mr Pierpoint for being in the top 20 students each month. At the end of term, two 
names will be drawn to win a quality bike! Well done to all of the students concerned. 

Alice Weston - HCB Daniel Mann - CNE Jed Brandreth - CVD 

 

Amy Mosby - CNC Demi-Louise Walters - CVF Jessie Cooper - GRG 

Amy Vernon - HCB Destiny Evans - CNC Joey Ferreira-Goodchild - CNF 

Benjamin Allsopp-Wood - CNF Eloise Paling - CVG Kasey Marriott - HCE 

Bernard Earl - HCA Hakeem Ali - HCB Kian O'Mara - HCB 

Bond Chloe - CVF Hannah Bramley - CNG Kira Harper - HCA 

Brooke Shakh - CVF Hayden Herring - HCA Laura Redmond - CVB Rebecca Hyson - CVG 

Carol Tetley - GRD Jack Eames - HCA Leonnie Tutin - HCA Rhys Harrison - HCE 

Charleigh Hurst - HCA Jack Hallam - CNF Lucy Weaver - CNC Robert West - HCA 

Charlotte Dale - HCB Jack Sullivan-Gee - CVA Luke Ruth - CVG Sandra Turaj - HCA 

Charlotte Rowley - GRB Jacob Spivey - CVA Madeline Swann - CVF Sebastian Lupieniak - CVG 

Chelsea Nightingale - HCE James Mounteney - CNC Marek Krystian - HCA Sonny Dilks - HCC 

Chloe Forry - CVG James Sargent - CVF May-Louise Ellis-Handley - CVG Sophie Ellis - HCB 

 

Megan Branford - CNG Storm Dunne-Ashurst - HCB 

Millie Freeman - HCA Theone Ellis - GRB 

Molly Jennings - CVG Tia Wright - CVG 

Nikita Shaw - HCF Tor Kowalski - CVF 

Olivia Colley - CVC Trinity Hargreaves - GRF 

Parr Jake - HCA Will Wright - HCA 

Rachel Smith - CVB Zeonn Merriman - HCA 

College Totals – December 2014 

The Carlton Cup is hotly contested by our four colleges. The Achievement Points total goes towards this prestigious 
prize. The current standings for achievement points are shown below, along with what the points are for. Students who 
come to school in correct uniform, their student diary signed and have good attendance and punctuality, earn an extra 
five points per week for their college – just by getting the basic things right! 



 

 

Free School Meals 

If you are eligible for Free School Meals, we encourage you to make the 

claim for the following reasons: 

 

 It provides your child with a high quality meal of their choice each day 

in school at no cost to yourself – this can save you over £400 per year 

on the cost of a meal or packed lunches. 

 It enables us to request funding which is otherwise kept by the 

government, which we can use to help make The Carlton Academy 

an even better place for your child to learn and achieve. 

 

How do I know if I can claim? 

 

All children who are at school and aged under 19 at the start of the academic year (4 

September 2014) and are claiming or have parents who are claiming one or any 

combination of the following benefits: 

 Income Support 

 Income Based Job Seekers Allowance 

 Income-related employment and support allowance 

 Support under part VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999 

 Child Tax Credit but who are not entitled to working tax credit and whose annual 

income (as assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) does not exceed £16,190 

 Guarantee element of state pension credit 

 

How do I claim?  

Either, call the Free School Meals office at Nottinghamshire County Council on 01623 433009 - please have your 

National Insurance number ready when calling. 

 

Or, complete the online form at: 

https://secure.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/learningandwork/free-school-meals/fsm-apply/ 

We are about to make some major changes to improve our food offer in school and stop the issuing of 

meal tokens. Please claim for free meals if you are eligible. Thank you. 

https://secure.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/learningandwork/free-school-meals/fsm-apply/


School Holidays 2014-15 

September 2014 - August 2015 


